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Pathfinder Multi 

Academy Trust was 

formed in August 

2016, initially 

between just four 

schools based in 

the east side of 

York. Today, we are 

19 schools strong, 

proudly serving 

more than 6,800 

students and their 

families across 

York and North 

Yorkshire. 

As we come to the end of another busy 

and rewarding term, I would like to take 

this opportunity to thank you for your 

continued support of our schools. Your 

encouragement and commitment to 

your children’s education make a real 

difference and we are very grateful for 

the trust you place in us. 

 This term has seen many successes 

across the Trust, with pupils continuing 

to show enthusiasm for learning and 

staff demonstrating their dedication to 

providing the very best education 

possible. I am particularly proud to 

highlight Huntington Primary Academy, 

which recently underwent a successful 

Ofsted inspection. Huntington is the 

first of our schools to be assessed under 

the new Ofsted framework, which has 

changed significantly since the school’s 

last inspection and no longer includes 

an overall judgement. I look forward to 

updating families on the outcome when 

the report is published next term. 

 Across our schools, we have seen 

many examples this term of children 

living out our shared values, supporting 

one another and engaging fully in 

school life. From classroom learning to 

enrichment activities, trips and events, 

it has been a pleasure to see pupils 

thrive and make progress in so many 

different ways.  

 Looking ahead to next term, we are 

excited to welcome Hensall Community 

Primary School to Pathfinder. We look 

forward to working closely with the 

staff, pupils and families at Hensall as 

we enter our tenth year as a Trust. 

 As the festive break approaches, I 

would like to wish you all a peaceful and 

joyful Christmas and a happy, healthy 

New Year. Thank you once again for 

your ongoing support, and I look 

forward to all that we will achieve 

together in the new year. 

 

 Andrew Daly | Chief Executive Officer 
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Developing the 

very best teachers  

and future leaders 

Shepherd’s Delight 
Christmas carol service at York Minster 

Archbishop Holgate’s School marked the 

festive season with its annual Christmas 

carol service in York Minster, a highlight 

of the school calendar that brought 

students, staff and families together in  

a spirit of reflection and celebration. 

 This year’s service titled ‘Shepherd’s 

Delight’, explored the Christmas story 

through the experiences of the 

shepherds as they encountered the 

angels and then the Holy Family. The 

service made full use of the Minster’s 

atmosphere and acoustics, creating a 

memorable backdrop for an evening of 

music and Bible readings. Students and 

staff from across the school took part, 

demonstrating both musical talent and 

confidence as they led the congregation 

through a mixture of choir recitals, 

drama performances and traditional 

hymns and Christmas carols. The school 

were delighted to welcome The Right 

Reverend Flora Winfield, Bishop of 

Selby, who led the sermon and to having 

the Lord Mayor of York, the Sheriff of 

York and their consorts in attendance. 

 A highlight of the evening was the 

carol performance by the primary 

school choir, made up of more than 

three hundred children from across 

Pathfinder’s primary schools, they all 

did brilliantly. Donations from the 

evening will be used to support the 

school’s work in Africa alongside the 

charity Abaana. This summer, students 

and staff visited Uganda to paint a rural 

school, inside and outside, and will be 

returning in July 2027 to help build a 

new nursery classroom. 

 This year’s carol service once again 

proved to be a meaningful and uplifting 

occasion, offering a chance to pause, 

reflect and celebrate the Christmas 

story together as a school community. 

The best way 

to support 

the children 

and young 

people 

across our 

schools is  

to have an 

excellent  

teacher in every classroom. This is 

why we have redeveloped our career 

pathways programme to ensure we 

recruit, develop and retain the very 

best teachers and future leaders.  

 Our aim is to be a flourishing and 

supportive learning community, 

where people choose to stay, grow 

and lead because they are respected, 

fulfilled and proud to be part of the 

Pathfinder journey. To that end, our 

career pathways offer supports 

colleagues from Initial Teacher 

Training right through to Executive 

Headship reflecting their individual 

development aspirations throughout 

their time working within the Trust. 

In addition to 

our offer for 

teachers, we 

have put 

together a 

new career 

pathways 

programme 

for support staff. 

This has been developed to equip 

colleagues with the necessary skills 

and expertise to fulfil their roles to 

the highest standard and also 

provide development opportunities 

for those seeking career progression. 

 Alongside our career pathways 

programmes, we have also launched 

the Pathfinder Leadership Academy, 

aimed at developing future middle 

and senior school leaders. Please 

click here to visit our website if you 

would like to know more about our 

staff development programmes and 

explore our current staff vacancies. 

https://pathfinder.academy/careers/staff-development/
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Our Year 4 children had a wonderful 

opportunity to take their music 

learning out into the community 

when they visited York railway station 

for a festive busking performance. 

The event was organised by the 

Richard Shepherd Music Foundation 

(RSMF), who continue to support 

music teaching at Acomb Primary in 

partnership with Sing Education. 

 The children have been working 

hard in their music lessons, 

learning a selection of Christmas 

songs and 

developing their 

confidence as 

performers.  

 

Their enthusiasm in school has been 

clear to see, and they brought that 

same energy and joy to the station 

concourse.  

 Wrapped up warmly and full of 

festive spirit, the children performed 

beautifully for travellers passing 

through the station. From traditional 

carols to upbeat Christmas favourites, 

their singing created a cheerful and 

uplifting atmosphere that stopped 

many passers-by in their tracks. 

Commuters paused to listen and 

enjoy the moment, several people 

commented on how lovely it was to 

hear the singing. 

 The busking raised almost £250 in 

funds for the RSMF’s 2025 Big Give 

Christmas Challenge, supporting 

music opportunities 

for children across the 

region. This amount has 

been matched by RSMF to an 

amazing £500. We are incredibly 

proud of how positively Year 4 

represented our school and delighted 

that their performance brought so 

much joy to the busy station. 

At Applefields we are delighted that work  

on the final part of our play and experience 

equipment in four of our outside areas is 

almost complete.  

 A profound and multiple learning 

disabilities (PMLD) space with interactive 

surfaces, a covered area and accessible 

roundabout has been created in one area.  

In other outside spaces we have interactive 

climbing equipment, a bothy, a sensory  

swing, basketball posts and a football goal. 

The money has been raised over several years 

by staff and generous community supporters.  

 Upgrades to our hydrotherapy suite are  

in the final stages of completion and we are 

looking forward to it being commissioned 

very soon! Classes on all of our sites have 

been working to create crafts for our 

upcoming Christmas fair and preparing for 

the many visits we have out and about in  

the coming weeks. 

December 2025 

News from our schools 



We were delighted to welcome 

Rachael Maskell MP to Archbishop 

Holgate’s as part of our Parliament 

Week celebrations. Ms Maskell met 

with Politics and Health and Social 

Care students, telling them about her 

role within the NHS and as an MP. She 

answered students’ questions to a 

variety of topical issues, 

including the budget, 

environmental concerns 

and workers’ rights. As part 

of Parliament Week, all 

year groups were tasked 

with campaigning for a seat 

on the School Parliament, 

winning the votes of their 

form in order to become a 

representative. The School 

Parliament will discuss 

issues that matter to the 

students and provide an opportunity 

to share the concerns and wishes of 

their form group. Ms Maskell advised 

the students to ensure that they listen 

to each other carefully and work 

collaboratively and compassionately 

in the work that they do if they want 

to be a success. 

 Our Parliament Week celebrations 

continued with a visit from MP Luke 

Charters who met our newly elected 

School Parliament members. He also 

spent time speaking to Year 12 and 

13 Politics students about his role as 

an MP and gave advice about how the 

students can have a positive impact 

during their time as a Parliament 

member. He took questions from 

students on what his plans for his 

constituency were; had he always 

wanted to work in politics and what 

was the most challenging speech he’d 

ever done. It was great to hear from 

two Members of Parliament and we 

hope our School Parliament and A 

Level students have learned a lot 

from their visits. 

News from our schools 

It has been a fabulous term at Badger 

Hill. It all began with our wonderful 

pupils leading on learning across the 

school. This included our Language 

Day which took place in September! 

We are super proud of our school and 

all the languages which our families 

speak. Senorita Ruze worked with 

children from Years 5 and 6 to 

support them to prepare mini 

lessons which they delivered 

across school!  

 We have also celebrated Inter-faith 

week led by Miss Cook and children 

from across school. Our families have 

loved sharing their different religions 

and cultures and it was a lovely 

opportunity to celebrate the diversity 

of our school community!  

 Along with other schools in the 

Trust, we took part in the annual 

danceathon! This is choreographed by 

our very own Miss Lea and Miss Cook 

and is a much anticipated event here 

at Badger Hill.  

 Year 6 pulled on their thermals and 

rain coats as they headed to Peat Rigg 

in November! The whole class 

thoroughly enjoyed the week they 

spent together, taking part in caving, 

mountain biking, bush craft and a 

mammoth abseil! It was a fantastic 

experience to spend part of the week 

with Year 6, they were an absolute 

delight and we had lots of fun!  

 As we headed into our festive 

celebrations we took our annual trip 

to the Theatre Royal Pantomime! 

Children from Years 1 to 6 watched 

Sleeping Beauty and absolutely loved 

it! The atmosphere was electric and 

our very own Mr Lee found himself 

involved in the storyline! Another 

fantastic term at Badger Hill! 
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News from our schools 

Members of staff from Drax Power 

Station visited the school in 

November for an interesting STEM 

lesson on circuits. The next day, we 

visited the Drax Skylark Centre and 

the power station for a closer look. 

Our roving reporters, Henry, Charlie 

and Heidi enthusiastically told us 

about what they had learnt on their 

visit to Drax Power Station. Heidi 

shared all of the interesting facts 

about how Drax now use bio-mass 

fuels instead of coal and that some of 

this material comes from as far away 

as Canada. Henry shared some 

interesting facts too, like 15,000 

visitors attend Drax each year and 

they own 1850 acres of land set in 

our community - this converts into as 

much land as 1000 football pitches. 

 Charlie shared that the Barlow 

children asked more relevant 

questions than the White House staff 

when they visited! Charlie, Henry and 

Heidi gave this visit 10/10 for 

learning new things and that the Drax 

staff were super kind to them all. 

Children in Need 2025 will certainly be long 

remembered at Burton Salmon Primary 

School as we got to meet the real-life 

Pudsey Bear! BBC Look North’s Amy Garcia 

and Yorkshire fundraiser Lindsey Burrow 

were taking part in Children 

in Need’s Thousand Mile 

Challenge Extra Leg, 

walking 30 miles three-

legged. They walked across 

three Yorkshire counties 

passing through Burton 

Salmon village on their way to 

the finish line at Forget Me Not 

Hospice in Huddersfield. The 

children thoroughly enjoyed 

the experience, making flags 

and decorating the front of the 

school in support of Amy and 

Lindsey who raised more than 

£7,000 for Children in Need. 

 In other news, a huge 

congratulations to Phe, 

who brought home two 

silver medals from the 

ICO Martial Art Combat 

World Championships!  

What an experience and 

achievement, we are very 

proud of you! 
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News from our schools 

Pupils from Burton Salmon and 

Barlow joined our Class 3 to step back 

in time as Chapel Haddlesey hosted a 

WW2 Immersion Day, complete with 

authentic artefacts, hands-on  

learning and living history 

experiences that brought 

the wartime era to 

life. The day began 

with a special visit 

from RAF Snaith and 

Squadron X, a dedicated 

WW2 re-enactment group. 

The team brought a 

collection of genuine and 

replica wartime artifacts, 

from RAF uniforms and 

flying helmets to ration 

books and everyday items 

from the 1940s. Pupils had 

the chance to try on authentic 

clothing and equipment, 

gaining a sense of what life was like 

for service members and civilians 

during the war. Members of Squadron 

X shared stories from local airmen 

and women, linking national history 

to the school’s community. These 

personal tales helped pupils 

understand the bravery, sacrifice and 

resilience shown on both the home 

and battle fronts. In the 

afternoon, pupils gathered 

around a campfire led by Miss 

Ducat, a Girl Guide leader. She 

transported the children back to 

the 1940s, explaining the role 

of the Girl Guides during the 

war, who helped feed those left 

homeless by bombings and cared for 

the wounded. The campfire setting 

created an atmospheric backdrop for 

the stories of teamwork, service, and 

community spirit that defined the 

wartime years. The day continued in 

the classroom, where Mrs Smith (the 

school's cookery lead) led a WW2 

baking session. Using only rationed 

ingredients, pupils learned how to 

make traditional carrot biscuits, a 

recipe used to sweeten treats when 

sugar was scarce. To finish, pupils 

compared the ration packs of WW2 

with modern military rations, sparking 

discussions on nutrition, technology 

and how wartime innovations still 

influence the armed forces today. 

What a fantastic term it has been! 

From Foundation Stage to Year 6, our 

pupils have been busy exploring the 

past, discovering the world around 

them and improving their writing 

skills. In FS1, children have been 

doing some huge thinking about the 

world, learning about animal habitats 

and how to care for the environment. 

Through comparing homes, toys and 

transport from past and present, FS2 

began to understand how things 

change over time. 

 The 1950s came alive for Year 1 as 

they investigated retro entertainment 

such as Muffin the Mule and Andy 

Pandy, transforming their research 

into engaging reports. Meanwhile, 

timelines and historical models 

captured Year 2’s interest, as they 

explored significant figures such as 

Rosa Parks and Guy 

Fawkes, which inspired 

them to craft some 

wonderful biographies. 

Delving into Prehistory, 

Year 3 pupils wrote 

stories and acrostic 

poems about the Stone 

and Bronze Ages while 

learning about key inventions like  

the plough and sword. In Year 4, the 

Anglo-Saxons and Vikings became  

the focus, prompting debates on 

surrender and social hierarchies, the 

creation of playscripts, planning a 

Viking podcast and expanding map 

skills with six-figure grid references. 

 China fascinated Year 5 pupils as 

they wrote a biography of Lady Fu 

Hao and investigated Shang Dynasty 

society, including the bronze chariot. 

Reports on the evacuation process 

during WW2 showcased the mastery 

of Year 6 pupils, who meticulously 

gathered notes and included personal 

accounts from Britain’s largest mass 

movement of civilians. 

 We have enjoyed welcoming 

parents to open afternoons, carol 

concerts and nativities. We have been 

incredibly impressed with all of the 

children this term and their amazing 

achievements! 
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News from our schools 

Hempland Primary School have been 

out and about in the community over 

the festive period spreading a little 

Christmas cheer!  

 We are once again participating in 

the York Minster Christmas Tree 

Festival for the fifth year running. The 

theme for our tree this year is ‘Our 

Wonderful World’ with each year 

group representing a continent 

through their decorations. Two of our 

Year 4 School Council members 

visited York Minster to help decorate 

our tree with the end result looking 

just fantastic!  

 All of our Year 3 children headed 

out to Mossdale Residence Care 

Home to perform a selection of 

Christmas tunes which entertained all 

of the residents. They sang, danced 

and signed, providing great 

entertainment and lots  

of fun in their Santa hats! 

 The Year 3 children  

also performed for our 

local residents and 

grandparents who we 

invited into school to 

enjoy a drink, mince pie 

and a festive performance. 

This was once again a 

lovely event and was 

enjoyed by all involved. 

 Children from Year 6 

took part in Archbishop 

Holgate’s School annual 

Carol Concert at York 

Minster. As usual, it was a 

truly special evening, with some 

wonderful songs and performances in 

a spectacular setting. The children 

joined the choir of other Pathfinder 

primary schools in singing a song in 

front of an audience made up of 

parents, staff and members of the 

public. Well done! 

As we come to the end of the autumn 

term, it is the perfect time to look 

back and celebrate the rich learning 

experiences that have shaped our 

school year so far. Our new Early 

Years children set out on a journey of 

discovery in the autumn term. They 

successfully began to understand 

who they are, what’s special about 

them and what’s special about 

Heworth. They have all settled in 

wonderfully and we can’t wait to see 

how they flourish here.  

 Throughout the term, our Lower 

Phase pupils were immersed in 

‘Medieval Magic’, a topic that invited 

them to explore the depth of York’s 

medieval history. Their learning was 

anchored by a visit to Clifford’s 

Tower, where they walked the 

ramparts of this impressive 

structure. Their exploration  

of the topic culminated in a 

spirited re-enactment of the Battle of 

Heworth Moor. Discovering that this 

actual battle from 1453 took place 

close to our school grounds brought 

this topic to life and showed that 

Heworth has a rich historical past.  

 Meanwhile, a significant highlight 

for the Upper Phase was their topic of 

a ‘The Chocolate Story’ - a history and 

geography based topic that looked 

into something that is such an 

important piece of York’s heritage. 

What began with an investigation of 

the Maya’s relationship with cacao, 

took our pupils on a journey across 

4000 years and two continents. 

Highlights included visiting York’s 

Chocolate Story, where the city's 

confectionery heritage came to life 

and, of course, tasting chocolate (for 

purely scientific purposes). The 

children explored how this history 

was shaped by the Quaker vision, 

specifically looking at how faith-led 

values supported the local 

community during adverse times.  

This resonated with our own school 

values, reminding us of the power 

that compassion and courageous 

advocacy can have. 
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News from our schools 

We were delighted to welcome our 

local MP, Luke Charters, to school as 

part of Parliament Week. Mr Charters 

spoke to the children in a special 

assembly, giving them an insight into 

his role as an MP, the workings of 

Parliament and how he helps the local 

community. The children asked him 

thoughtful and engaging questions 

about his work which he answered 

with great enthusiasm. Following the 

assembly, he enjoyed a tour of the 

school. A particularly pleasing 

moment was when Mr Charters 

learned many of our children go on to 

attend Huntington Secondary School, 

which is the very school he attended! 

His visit was a valuable experience, 

helping our students to understand 

democracy and civic responsibility. 

 The Christmas spirit is truly alive  

in Early Years! Our youngest pupils 

have been working hard on their  

most important correspondence of 

the year: writing their letters to Father 

Christmas! The children took a special 

trip to the local post box to ensure 

their letters made it safely to the 

North Pole. We are all keeping our 

fingers tightly crossed that they 

receive a reply! It was a magical 

activity that brought a lot of 

excitement and anticipation. 

 Our desire to become an even 

greener school continues with a 

number of exciting projects as part of 

our Eco-Schools commitment. We are 

thrilled to be working alongside 

experts from York University on two 

key environmental initiatives:  

◼ Creating a more efficient system 

for collecting and storing 

rainwater for use around the 

school grounds, and; 

◼ Developing improved composting 

facilities to nourish our school 

vegetable beds. 

The projects were initiated and 

planned by our dedicated Eco-school 

Champions, led by Mrs Jackson. They  

developed a comprehensive plan and 

have secured the necessary support 

to move forward. This collaboration is 

a wonderful opportunity for students 

to learn about sustainable practices 

and work with real-world researchers. 

The Gardening Club PDA students at 

Malton School have been celebrating 

this year, having achieved Gold for 

the second year running in the 

Yorkshire in Bloom Young People’s 

Award for Schools & Youth Groups. 

The win comes after students took on 

a huge new project, developing an 

area of the school in the East Wing. 

Over the spring and early summer, the 

team created four giant containers to 

be planted with small trees and 

perennials as well as a mix of annuals. 

By the time of the judging, the area in 

the East Wing Quad had been 

completely transformed.  

 Over the course of each academic 

year, around 120 students from all 

year groups become involved with 

the gardening team. The students, 

who select Gardening for their 

Personal 

Development 

Activities, spend 

the final period of 

their extended day 

every Thursday 

outside working in 

the gardens – come 

rain or shine.  

 Care for the environment forms a 

key part of the work; not only have 

students created a compost system to 

utilise the garden waste they 

generate, but biodiversity has also 

been increased with the planting of 

many pollinators. The site team have 

seen a noticeable decrease in litter in 

areas that have been developed and 

cultivated. The catering team (and 

wider school community) also benefit 

from the students’ hard work – be that 

harvesting rhubarb to make crumble 

for lunches, or potatoes to go in 

meals. This is when the work of the 

team becomes truly field to fork! 

Mrs Wilson, Assistant Headteacher, 

said of the team’s second gold, “We 

are delighted that the students’ hard 

work, dedication and inspiration has 

been recognised again this year. In 

the run up to judging many of them 

also put in extra hours to ensure the 

gardens were in top condition.” 
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News from our schools 

What a term it has been! There have 

been lots of changes at New 

Earswick but everyone has been 

absolutely brilliant and the 

children have all been 

working incredibly hard. 

 Our Year 6s 

experienced a little  

bit of what it must 

have been like on 

board the Titanic on 

that fateful night in 

April 1912. From 

understanding the 

different classes on 

board the ship to 

empathising with 

the passengers as 

the ship began to 

sink, they had a 

taste of everything 

and thoroughly enjoyed the 

day. Continuing on the 

historical theme, the 

Year 4s became fully 

fledged Roman 

Centurions and took 

part in Roman 

soldier training 

using their shields 

to protect the unit! 

They also took part 

in Play Leader 

Training which they 

have started to 

implement across 

school and on top of 

that, they became a hall 

sized model of the human 

digestive system, from start to 

finish! The Year 2s were not to be 

outdone and visited the Yorkshire 

Museum and the Star Carr exhibit to 

learn more about the Stone Age. Later 

in the term, they all made and tasted 

Stone Age Stew and Berry puddings – 

some children even felt they would 

have liked to have been around in the 

Stone Age – we’re not so sure they 

would have liked the woolly 

mammoths though! It has been a 

lovely term and we are all now ready 

for Christmas before we begin again 

in January. 

This term has been one filled with 

energy, achievement and a wonderful 

sense of togetherness across 

Poppleton Road. It has been a term of 

firsts, from Mrs Dawson’s first term as 

Headteacher, the first term of our new 

nursery opening and trying a new skill 

for the first time! From the very first 

day back, our school has been buzzing 

with curiosity, creativity, dance and a 

genuine love of learning. Walking 

through classrooms, it has been a 

delight to see pupils engaged, 

confident and excited about the 

challenges set before them. The joy 

on children’s faces, whether they are 

tackling new topics, collaborating 

with classmates or proudly sharing 

their work, has been a true highlight 

of the term. 

 We are especially thrilled to 

celebrate the 

opening of our 

brand-new 

nursery, which 

has already 

become a vibrant 

hub of early 

learning. The 

team has worked 

tirelessly to create a nurturing, 

inspiring environment and it has been 

wonderful to watch our youngest 

learners settle in so confidently.  

Their enthusiasm each morning is 

infectious and the nursery has quickly 

become an integral part of our family. 

 Community engagement has also 

been a standout strength this term. 

From family workshops and reading 

sessions to charity events and local 

partnerships, we have opened our 

doors widely. The support from 

parents, carers and the wider 

community has made a remarkable 

difference and continues to 

strengthen the bonds that help our 

children thrive. 

 As we look ahead to the next term, 

we do so with pride in what has been 

achieved and excitement for what is 

still to come. Thank you to our staff, 

families and pupils for making this 

term such a success. 
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News from our schools 

This term, we have celebrated 

achieving the prestigious School 

Games Mark - Platinum Award! This  

is the highest level of recognition 

achievable and is a testament to  

the incredible sporting  

culture and commitment  

to physical activity we 

have embedded 

throughout our school. 

Achieving Platinum 

status requires 

sustained excellence 

over a number of years, 

and this wouldn’t have 

been possible without the hard 

work and dedication from our staff 

who consistently provide a wide 

range of high-quality sports provision, 

opportunities and coaching. We also 

celebrate the wonderful enthusiasm 

from our children, whose dedication 

to participate, learn new skills and 

compete with great sportsmanship 

truly embodies our school values. 

Thank you also to our 

supportive parents and 

carers whose 

encouragement and 

assistance at events  

are invaluable. This 

fantastic award reflects 

how much we enjoy sport 

at our school and the 

comprehensive opportunities 

we offer every pupil. We have 

enjoyed engaging with the Pathfinder 

Sports Offer, providing access to 

specialised coaching and numerous 

inter- school competitions. 

Additionally, we ensure our children 

have other competition opportunities, 

both internally and externally, 

helping them to develop teamwork, 

resilience and a lifelong love of 

physical activity. Just this term, 

children have enjoyed a virtual dance 

event, football, rugby and dodgeball. 

We are extremely proud of everyone 

in the Rufforth community for 

contributing to this outstanding 

achievement. We look forward to 

even more sporting success in the 

future! 

This term has been filled with 

memorable moments, especially in 

music and community engagement. 

We were incredibly proud to have our 

Birch and Oak classes (KS2) perform 

at the Richard Shephard Music 

Foundation carol service, held in the 

beautiful St Olave's Church. The 

children performed carols, supported 

by the wonderful Minster Singing 

Project, in front of distinguished 

guests, including members of the 

foundation, the Lord Mayor and 

Sheriff of York, and MP Rachael 

Maskell. A particularly moving part of 

the service was a performance by Oak 

class, who shared their thoughtful 

reflections on 'Why Music Is Important 

to Our School' through a specially 

prepared poem.  

 In addition to our 

musical achievements, 

we have strengthened 

our church and 

community connections. 

Oak class enjoyed an 

enriching visit to York 

Minster and participated 

in the YoYo York Figures 

walking tour, learning 

about significant historical and 

religious personalities. Our younger 

pupils also benefited from a fantastic 

YoYo workshop held in school, 

making these connections accessible 

to all ages.  

 The festive spirit was truly 

embraced by the whole school with 

our trip to York Theatre Royal to see 

the pantomime, Sleeping Beauty. This 

outing was a wonderful experience 

for every child, bringing laughter and 

magic to the end of the term. We feel 

incredibly lucky to have the city of 

York right on our doorstep, making it 

possible for the entire school to walk 

into town together for such occasions. 

It is these shared, accessible 

experiences that help to build our 

strong school community.  
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News from our schools 

We can not believe we are at the end 

of our autumn term at St Lawrence’s.  

It has been packed full of different 

experiences right the way across 

school - from whole school trips to 

the cinema to Harvest Festivals to 

relaunching our lending library - it 

has been busy, busy, busy. 

 Once again, our KS1 and Early 

Years children learnt to ride on 

balance bikes and had a great time 

experiencing it for the first time or 

remembering how to do it from last 

year. They were amazing on them.   

 As part of our Remembrance 

Commemorations, we took part in 

creating remembrance 

lanterns for St 

Lawrence’s Church. We 

took a moment out of 

our day to remember 

those who have lost 

their lives in the 

defence of others. 

 Our Hedgehogs class 

went to the food festival 

and despite the rain, had 

a great time sampling 

different food and 

making pasta.   

 From Dodgeball to football, 

children across the school have 

enjoyed participating in lots of the 

sporting events this term as part of 

Pathfinder’s Primary Sports Offer. 

Probably our most enjoyable moment 

was when it snowed – which doesn’t 

happen often. The children had great 

fun making snow angels, building 

(very small) snowmen and getting as 

much out of the moment as they 

possibly could! 

At Tang Hall, our school’s work on 

belonging has started strong. We 

began our autumn term with a whole 

school project using The Colour 

Monster book. We used the book, 

alongside our Zones of Regulation, to 

help us all to be ready to learn 

at the beginning of the year. 

We celebrated the end of the 

project with a family Colour 

Run which was enjoyed 

by all our children 

and families. This 

was a lovely way 

for us all to come 

together as a team at the 

beginning of the year. 

 We have continued to 

work alongside our 

families through our Open 

Classroom events where 

we get to share our learning. This 

term we have participated in lots 

of fun immersion activities to 

engage us in our learning, these 

have included making potions 

linked to Roald Dahl’s ‘The 

Witches’; escaped dragons in 

our classroom; and creating our 

own shelter to survive in the 

Amazon Rainforest! These 

have helped to make our 

learning fun and have 

given us some great ideas for 

our writing.  

 Our school trips included a 

visit to the Railway Museum 

and a trip to the Merchant 

Adventurers’ Hall where we 

experienced what life would 

have been like in the Victorian 

era. Our Year 5 children were 

lucky enough to spend the day at 

Queen Mary’s Equestrian School 

where they took part in horse riding 

and helped take care of the horses. 

Following these visits, it was 

commented on that our children’s 

behaviour was exemplary.  

 Now we are fully immersed in all 

things festive. Our Nursery and Early 

Years children performed ‘A Wriggly 

Nativity!’ and Year 1 and 2 performed 

‘It’s a Party!’ Both performances were 

pure joy! We are looking forward to 

our KS2 family Christmas event and to 

singing carols in the Minster. 

Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust | 11 www.pathfindermat.co.uk 

December 2025 



News from our schools 

We have had a super start to the 

school year. We are so fortunate to be 

set in the Howardian Hills in a very 

active community. We have enjoyed 

Harvest Festival at the local church, 

tractor rides to Castle Howard to 

support the re-wilding project at Bog 

Hall and enjoyed visits to Malton to 

compete in the sports partnership 

tournaments. We also benefit from 

local volunteers who bring valued 

skills and knowledge to share with our 

children, and also provide great Jenga 

opponents! 

 We started Christmas early this year 

with songs at the village Christmas 

Fair and we are also looking forward to 

pantomimes, performances and 

shared celebrations in school. 

 We have welcomed three new 

families to school  

this term and are 

delighted to see  

numbers beginning  

to grow - it truly is a very special 

setting and one we are keen to share! 

 Our curriculum offer has grown  

this term; SING Music are working with  

our KS2 pupils and we are delighted 

that Celine Ruze has joined us to 

teach both Spanish and French. 

 Our 'best bits' are probably  

best summed up by the children  

who have had their own say for  

the school website: “We have lots  

of outdoor space so we can learn in  

the environment.” (Year 6). “I love art. 

There is no right or wrong and you learn 

from your mistakes.” (Year 5). "I like 

learning lots." (Year 1) 
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Children from across Pathfinder primary 

schools have participated in a range of 

activities and competitions through the 

Primary Sports Offer this term. While 

the sun was still shining, Key Stage 2 

teams played in football fixtures, with 

the winning teams going through to the 

finals which will be held in summer. 

 Other events have also included 

Dodgeball competitions, a virtual 

Danceathon where 2400 children and 

staff performed together across the day, 

rugby development days and bespoke 

‘Active Days’ in individual schools.  

 Throughout all the activities, children 

have demonstrated amazing team work 

and sportsmanship along with plenty of 

energy and enthusiasm.  

Teamwork, energy and enthusiasm 

shine in Primary School Sports Offer  

Train to teach  
at Pathfinder 
Are you interested in training to 

become a teacher? The Pathfinder 

Teaching School Hub delivers Initial 

Teacher Education to both primary 

and secondary trainees. The courses 

combine in-school training with the 

latest research-led practice provided 

by our partner university.  

 We are open for applications for 

our teacher training courses and are 

looking for individuals who have a 

degree, a passion for teaching and 

who want to inspire young people to 

fulfil their potential. If this sounds 

like you, contact us to find out about 

the training opportunities we have 

available. Call 01904 806900 or 

email info@tsh.pmat.academy. 
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