
The latest updates from across the Trust 

Easter 2025 

Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust was formed in August 2016, initially between just four schools. Today, we are 18 schools 

strong, proudly serving more than 6,200 students and their families across York and North Yorkshire. 

The spring term has certainly been 

shorter than autumn’s but no less busy 

for our schools and across the Trust.  

 The Pathfinder Primary Sports Offer  

is going from strength to strength with 

more events, fixtures and competitions 

taking place this term. It’s been brilliant 

to see the enthusiasm, team work and 

sportsmanship children demonstrate 

whilst having fun and developing new 

skills at the same time.  

 As mentioned in our last newsletter, 

we were delighted to have four new 

schools join the Trust in the autumn 

term. We are continuing to work closely 

with colleagues at Welburn Community 

Primary School, Barlow Primary School, 

Burton Salmon Primary School and 

Chapel Haddlesey Primary School as we 

welcome them into Pathfinder family. 

We are also working with Applefields 

School who are currently in the process 

of joining the Trust and will hopefully 

convert this September. 

 Our annual staff quiz night took place 

in March which sees teams from all of 

our schools put their general knowledge 

skills to the test to be crowned MAT quiz 

champions. A superb performance from 

a team at Archbishop Holgate’s saw the 

school take home the coveted quiz 

champions shield from last year’s 

winner, Malton School. 

 We were delighted to host school 

leaders from across the region at our 

recent Headteachers’ Conference. Held 

each year, the conference provides an 

opportunity for headteachers to hear 

from a range of innovative and industry-

leading experts as well as catch-up with 

colleagues and develop their network of 

support.   

 I would encourage you to take a 

moment to look through this newsletter, 

not only at what’s happening at your 

child’s school but also the wealth of 

opportunities and experiences children 

and young people benefit from across 

all schools within the Trust. 

 I wish all families a safe, restful and 

enjoyable Easter break from everyone at 

Pathfinder. 

  

Andrew Daly | Chief Executive Officer 
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Clifton with Rawcliffe 
celebrates Ofsted success 

Pathfinder  
Education 
Partnership 

Governors’ Conference 

Headteacher, Claire Fielding, with students at Clifton with Rawcliffe Primary School 

Clifton with Rawcliffe Primary School 

has been judged outstanding for its 

early years provision and the behaviour 

of students following its latest Ofsted 

inspection. The quality of education, 

personal development of students and 

leadership and management of the 

school were all rated good in the report 

published earlier this term. 

 Headteacher, Claire Fielding, said: 

“We are thrilled that the inspectors 

acknowledged our commitment to 

providing a warm compassionate 

culture where everyone knows that they 

are valued alongside maintaining high 

ambition for educational outcomes and 

high expectations around behaviour.” 

Highlighting the outstanding early years 

provision, the report stated: “Children in 

early years get off to a fantastic start to 

their education. The school has expertly 

considered the curriculum, activities and 

environment to ensure children’s 

learning is maximised.”  

 The schools’ curriculum was found to 

be broad and ambitious, including how 

well students progress through the 

school from the extremely strong 

foundations established in the early 

years. The wide range of extra-curricular 

clubs and sporting activities was also 

commented on, in particular, how well 

these are attended including by 

students who are disadvantaged or have 

special educational needs and/or 

disabilities. Chair of Governors, Donna 

Wass, said: “Governors are thrilled with 

our recent Ofsted report, it truly 

represents Clifton with Rawcliffe and 

the amazing work which they do.      

Trustees and governors from across our schools gathered at 

Archbishop Holgate’s for our annual conference earlier this 

term. The local governing committees at our schools are an 

essential part of the Trust and the conference provides an 

excellent opportunity to come together as a wider community. 

As well as reflecting on our collective achievements and the 

challenges ahead, the conference allows governors to have 

input into the future direction and development of the Trust. 

 If you are interested in becoming a school governor, please 

visit our website for more information.  

We are delighted to announce the 

launch of Pathfinder Education 

Partnership, our new teacher training 

and professional development 

website. Building on the excellent 

work of the Teaching School Hub, 

Pathfinder Education Partnership 

will continue to champion, sign-post, 

design and deliver high-quality 

professional development in 

partnership with our urban, rural and 

coastal school communities across 

Yorkshire and the Humber. 

 Developing staff to be their very 

best is essential to ensuring every 

child leaves school with the skills 

and qualifications to live a life of 

choice and opportunity. For more 

information, visit the Pathfinder 

Education Partnership website at 

pathfinder-education.co.uk 

http://pathfinder.academy/governance/become-a-school-governor/
https://pathfinder-education.com/
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Earlier this month, our Year 5 pupils 

embarked on an unforgettable 

journey to London, packed with 

history, adventure, and first-time 

experiences. Traveling by train from 

York to King’s Cross, excitement filled 

the air as we arrived in the capital, 

ready to explore. Navigating the 

London Underground was an 

adventure in itself, but our pupils 

quickly mastered the art of hopping 

on and off the Tube with confidence. 

Our journey through the city took us 

past some of the most iconic 

landmarks in the 

country. Walking 

through St James’s 

Park, we admired 

Buckingham Palace 

before making our 

way along Whitehall 

to glimpse Downing 

Street and take in 

the sights of Big Ben 

and the Houses of 

Parliament. A 

highlight of our trip 

was the Thames 

River cruise, 

offering spectacular views of St Paul’s 

Cathedral, Shakespeare’s Globe 

Theatre, and HMS Belfast. However, 

the true centrepiece of our visit was 

the Tower of London. 

 Stepping into its historic walls, we 

delved into stories of kings, queens, 

and infamous prisoners. The children 

were captivated by the sight of the 

Crown Jewels, awed by the imposing 

fortress, and intrigued by the legend 

of the ravens. Climbing countless 

stairs, they experienced first hand the 

scale and grandeur of this remarkable 

place. It was a trip filled with learning, 

discovery, and a sense of wonder. Our 

pupils represented Acomb Primary 

brilliantly, embracing new 

experiences with enthusiasm and 

curiosity. We are incredibly proud of 

them and grateful to our staff for 

making this opportunity possible. 

Students showed their true colours 

with sell out performances of Joseph 

at Archbishop Holgate’s this term. 

They once again raised the roof with 

their annual production - Joseph and 

His Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat. 

Tim Rice and Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 

multi award-winning show has been 

performed hundreds of thousands of 

times including multiple runs in the 

West End and on Broadway, 

international tours in over 80 

countries worldwide and has become 

one of the world’s most beloved 

family musicals.  

 Students from Years 7 to 13 have 

been involved in the show along with 

Year 12 students who even assisted 

with directing and choreography. 

Students were also lucky enough to 

have a workshop from local 

classically trained actor and school 

governor, Martin Rowley, in the weeks 

running up to the show to prepare the 

cast for the performances.   

 The cast, crew and band had put in 

over 110 rehearsal hours over the last 

two months and were rightly proud of 

their hard work! 

Easter 2025 

News from our schools 



We have had a super busy spring term 

at Badger Hill! This has included lots 

of exciting experiences for the 

children. We started this half term 

with a visit to the Theatre to watch 

The Tempest by William Shakespeare. 

Children across Key Stage 2 

thoroughly enjoyed their visit.  

 Badger Hill Primary were thrilled to 

be named champions at a recent Lego 

League competition. Year 5 and 6 

children at the school had been busily 

preparing for the competition since 

December. They designed and built a 

Lego robot and then programmed it to 

complete a series of challenges. The 

children also prepared an innovative 

presentation which focused on this 

year’s theme, protecting the oceans. 

On the day, schools from across  

North Yorkshire 

assembled at  

ETAS Ltd, in 

Fulford, to take 

part in the Lego 

competition. 

Despite competing 

against secondary 

schools, the Badger 

Hill team came out 

as winners. The 

judges were 

impressed by  

how articulate the 

children were and 

their ability to work as a team so 

awarded the team the top prize. 

 To finish the term we had a Rock 

Steady band concert in school. 

Children from across the school took 

part in a concert for parents and 

carers. The concert showcased their 

skills on the electric drums, keyboard, 

bass guitar and singing! The parents 

and children loved it! 

Every class at Barlow have enjoyed 

trips this half term. Class 1 have a trip 

booked to Lotherton Hall to study the 

animals and their habitats there. In 

Class 2, the first trip was to the Jorvik 

Centre and DIG, reinforcing the 

autumn term learning of the Vikings. 

They then have a trip to Tropical 

World booked in May too. Class 3 

pupils attended a trip to The National 

Space Centre in Leicester. The trip 

was a part of the science topic: Earth 

and Space. Despite the long journey 

down, the trip was a great success. 

 We started off in the planetarium, 

where we had an immersive 

experience detailing what it is like to 

be an astronaut, along with the 

challenges space travel presents. We 

then took our time going around the 

centre, starting off by exploring ‘Our 

Solar System’, where pupils had a go 

at controlling a lunar rover and 

looked at how their body mass 

changed on the surface of different 

planets. We then explored the rest of 

the exhibit, looking at a range of 

sources, videos, images from 

satellites and the James Webb 

telescope and linked the learning to 

our topic. “I found the trip amazing. 

There were so many interactive 

exhibits and virtual reality things to 

do. It was very educational seeing the 

rockets and facts about space. My 

favourite bit was where I saw the 

space suit with my name on it and the 

space station that we could walk in.” – 

Eva. “I thought the trip was really, 

really good. I liked the planetarium; it 

felt like we were actually looking up 

and it felt so real and 3D. Even though 

it was hot in the room towards the 

top, seeing an actual space rocket was 

cool. I liked the space sickness test 

too – that was good!” – Oscar. 

News from our schools 
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On Thursday 6 March, along with 

many thousands of children 

nationwide, the children and staff of 

Burton Salmon celebrated the annual 

World Book Day. This year’s theme 

was ‘jobs’ from a favourite book. 

The whole school embraced the event 

wholeheartedly, and we saw some 

amazing outfits! In Class1, we had a 

boxer, a builder, a nurse, and Mrs 

Rodgers (one of our Early Years staff) 

dressing as an astronaut. All the 

children in Class 2 came dressed as 

scientists for their visit to Magna. A 

member of their staff commented: 

“What a great idea! No one’s ever 

brought a classful of scientists to 

Magna before.” In Class 3, some of the 

dressing-up included: a doctor, The 

Invisible Man, Taylor Swift, a 

Spaceman, and even a Mr Bealey 

(Head of School)! There was also an 

inflatable dinosaur, although we 

couldn’t really figure out what his job 

was. Mrs Obridge, in the office, arrived 

as a very convincing Sherlock Holmes 

and spent parts of the day sleuthing 

around school. 

 The children enjoyed a lovely 

lunch prepared by Ms Kynman of 

book-themed foods – Pirate Cruncher 

Goujons, Super Tato Fries, Evil Peas, 

Jack’s Delicious Beans and Augustus 

Gloop Cup Cakes. 

 The day was a complete success 

and the children enjoyed sharing their 

favourite books and reading with 

other children and staff. 

Chapel Haddlesey Primary School is 

celebrating its 150-year anniversary 

in May 2025 and are planning a joint 

celebration with the school’s PTA to 

mark this very special occasion. The 

school originally opened in 1875 with 

just one teacher, two teaching 

assistants and 13 children. Today, 

there are three classes and 79 

children ranging from 3 years old to 

11 years old!  

 To commemorate this anniversary, 

the school has planned an exciting 

150-mile bike ride (on a static bike!) 

involving both staff and pupils. This 

ride is not just a celebration of the 

school’s history but also a fundraiser 

aimed at enhancing the outdoor 

learning provision.  

 All proceeds will support the 

development of the forest school, 

offering pupils a wealth of enriched 

outdoor learning opportunities and 

experiences. Should anyone wish to 

take part in the sponsored cycle, 

please contact the school at 

admin.chapel@wrfed.co.uk. 
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This term, several whole-school 

activities have helped to strengthen 

our sense of belonging to the Clifton 

with Rawcliffe family. We celebrated 

World Book Day with creative potato 

characters and met local author 

Elizabeth Green, who shared her 

writing journey. During our wellbeing 

week, everyone relaxed in comfy 

clothes. York City Football Club 

Foundation and their mascot, Yorkie, 

visited to launch the Easter City Kick 

About in the Park initiative, which the 

children loved. 

 Children in Early Years embraced 

the outdoors, taking part in the Big 

Garden Birdwatch, making bird 

feeders, and spotting local birds. 

Foundation Stage 1 explored Jackson 

Pollock’s painting techniques, created 

patterns with wiggly worm beads, and 

followed their interests by building a 

bird’s nest, making paper aeroplanes, 

and learning about the Red Arrows. 

Foundation Stage 2 cared for spring 

bulbs, prepared seed potatoes, 

reimagined The Gingerbread Man and 

enjoyed a library trip. Year 1 visited 

Clifton Parish Church, explored 

Easter, and wrote about adventures in 

London. Year 2 wrote persuasive 

letters requesting a Whitby trip. Year 

3 studied earthquakes and volcanoes, 

wrote articles, and tested rock 

durability. They wowed us with their 

performance of Treachery at Traitors 

Quay. Year 4 explored the Amazon, 

created model rivers, studied 

mountains and teeth, and published 

their water cycle explanations. Year 5 

had a fantastic day at Grasslands 

Farm, learning about agriculture, 

artificial fertilizers, food miles, and 

the challenges farmers face. In 

Science, they tested friction, and in 

Design Technology, they tested 

structural columns. They also worked 

on shading in Art. Year 6 wrote 

persuasive pieces on Holes, crafted 

reports on the heart, and explored 

evolution. In Geography, they studied 

Global Warming, Climate Change, and 

the Polar oceans, presenting findings 

through technology. We look forward 

to next term’s exciting adventures!  

This term, the children in Year 5 have 

had a focus on Shakespeare and have 

enjoyed studying A Midsummer 

Night’s Dream. This began with 

reading the play and 

discussing this together. The 

next step was to write their 

very own modernised version 

of the Shakespearean script. 

This process was very 

collaborative with all children 

involved in this process. There 

was lots of work on teamwork 

which was great fun! Lines were 

learnt and practiced and then came 

the job of putting together the 

performance. This included stage 

directing, organising sound effects, 

making props and learning how to 

engage with an audience.  

 Mr Threadgold and Mrs Dyson 

came into school to support with this, 

putting the finishing touches in place 

and making sure the performance was 

audience ready! The children then 

performed first of all to our local 

residents who thoroughly enjoyed 

their afternoon in school and were 

amazed at the work the children had 

put in. 

 Finally, we welcomed families into 

school and it is safe to say they were 

completely blown away with the level 

of understanding of Shakespeare, 

commitment from all the children and 

the enjoyment they showed in the 

performance. Well done Year 5! 

News from our schools 
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News from our schools 

Easter 2025 

As we approach the Easter break, it is 

a wonderful opportunity to reflect on 

the achievements and hard work of 

our pupils, staff, and the school 

community over the past term. The 

journey through the spring term has 

been filled with exciting learning 

opportunities, personal growth, and a 

shared commitment to flourish in all 

we do. 

 Here at Heworth, we are always 

keen to offer our pupils a different 

kind of experience in school and we 

did this very thing when we invited a 

Lego Workshop in to work with the 

whole school back in January. With 

STEM in mind, all of the children in 

school contributed to building the 

whole of Heworth in Lego bricks - a 

serious feat and 

one that took up 

the entirety of Holy 

Trinity Heworth’s 

Church Hall - the 

buildings even lit up to represent our 

local community at night. Our 

children are still talking about this 

two months after it took place - a true 

success in our eyes. 

 As with all primary schools, 

residentials are such an important 

experience for children of any age but 

particularly for those about to 

experience the transition to 

secondary school. With this in mind, 

we strive to ensure that our Year 6 

children experience this each year 

and this year was no exception. For 

the past two years we have ventured 

to Pateley Bridge to experience the 

literal highs and lows of Bewerley 

Park. With the school’s values of 

Courage and Perseverance at the 

forefront of our minds, our children 

combatted their fears when 

experiencing the true darkness of a 

former lead mine, maintained their 

resolve as they battled the flow of a 

beck on a rather cold gorge walk and 

scaled new heights when climbing 

and leaping off a high, and rather 

wobbly, platform. 

Earlier this term we welcomed Toby 

Glover, a children’s author to the 

school to open our library. He read  

to every class from his engaging 

rhyming stories and sold copies in the 

playground after school. His stories 

feature naughty dolphins, squirrels 

with nut allergies, ambitious dogs, pet 

dinosaurs, flying chickens, pirate 

zombies, green teddy bears and many 

more! They were great fun and the 

children enjoyed listening to the 

books. Toby opened our new bee 

themed Library which was funded by 

the school's parent association - 

Friends of Huntington Primary School. 

The library will make a huge 

difference to our school and we are 

very grateful to our parent body for 

funding the renovation.  

 Over the last two terms, 

we have continued to offer 

the children a range of 

opportunities to enhance 

their learning or develop 

their character. These have 

included successful visits to 

Lotherton Hall for Year 2 and Askham 

Bryan for Year 1, recognising and 

celebrating Science Week, Children’s 

Mental Health Week and Red Nose 

Day and a whole range of sporting 

experiences, including our Year 5 and 

6 girls football team reaching the 

Northern Finals.  

 As part of our Eco School 

commitment and following a 

donation from the Woodland Trust, 

every year group in school recently 

planted a tree sapling in our fenced 

off area on the school field. The aim 

of this area is to create our own 

woodland/orchard that can be 

enjoyed for many years to come. The 

saplings will hopefully grow into 

Rowan and Hazel trees over time and 

leave a super legacy from our current 

pupils. Our Eco Warriors are also 

working on a Healthy Living project 

with York University Sustainability 

Clinic. The students are devising a 

plan using our wonderful new raised 

beds enabling every pupil in school to 

grow their own vegetables this year. 
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February saw the installation of 18 

inspirational quotes throughout 

school, all chosen to link with our 

values of Support, Inspire and Thrive. 

One of them, by Ernest Shackleton, 

reads, “The world is a huge place. 

How will you know where you fit in 

unless you explore beyond your 

comfort zone.” Over the spring term, 

our students have done just that and 

grown in knowledge, confidence and 

experience in the process: 

The Year 10 rugby team triumphed 

at the District Rugby 10s Tournament 

winning all of their matches. Over 

five, 18 minute games, they scored  

32 tries, conceding five. They played 

some unbelievable attacking rugby,  

in combination with some strong 

defensive work. 

A team from Key Stages 3, 4 and 5 

attended the Rotary Technology 

Tournament. Their task was to create 

a motorised vehicle to clean debris 

from a curved track, achieving marks 

for their concept and design as well 

as the final vehicle. Both Key Stage 4 

and 5 teams won their categories. 

We held our annual Pi Challenge on 

International Pi Day (14 March, or in 

the American date format 3.14!). The 

school record (set in 2024) for 

remembering digits of Pi stood at 190 

but was absolutely smashed by two 

students: Flora (Year 9) correctly 

recalled 303 digits of Pi and Illia (Year 

10) 410 digits! Both are determined 

to beat their own records next year. 

Finally, 120 students are putting the 

finishing touches to this year’s show - 

We Will Rock You. In our most 

technically demanding show yet, 

students will accompany, dance, sing 

and act their way through this popular 

musical based on the songs of Queen. 

The spring term at New Earswick has 

been busy and productive for all the 

pupils and staff alike. We have 

continued to embed our new 

school rules and values of 

being respectful, 

responsible and kind within 

our school's ethos of to have 

the best, to do our best, to 

be the best that we can 

be. We are enjoying 

working together as a 

whole school team to 

achieve 'NEPS Points' 

and the children 

thoroughly enjoy voting 

for their reward if they 

achieve their goal.  

 Our whole school 

pyjama day was great 

fun! Enrichment wise, 

our Year 5 and 6 singing 

club took their talents to New 

Earswick Primary's first ever Young 

Voices concert in Sheffield in January, 

which the children fully embraced. 

We were extremely proud of 

them and hope to make it an 

annual event. We have enjoyed 

lots of other trips and 

workshops throughout school 

this term to enrich our 

learning, such as Florence 

Nightingale (Mud Pie Arts) 

visiting Year 2 to enrich their 

history knowledge, 'Little City' 

visiting Early Years to bring 

role play to life, 'WonderLab' at 

the Railway Museum for Year 1 

and World War 1 wartime dancing 

and cookery in Year 6. We have 

also launched new clubs such as 

Karate and Kids with Bricks as well 

as continuing with favourites such 

as Clare's Kitchen! Such opportunities 

are valuable and important to us for 

the pupils.  

 World Book Day was a hit as always 

with outfits to make us giggle, 

especially Mr Smith dressed as 

'Gangster Granny' and all of Key Stage 

two visiting the University of York 

during 'Science Week' was another 

recent highlight for us, as the children 

got to participate in a range of 

exciting scientific workshops. We are 

loving using our beautiful outdoor 

spaces as the weather warms up and 

wish all the children a well deserved 

Easter break ahead of another fun and 

adventurous Summer term.       

News from our schools 

Pathfinder News 

www.pathfindermat.co.uk 8 | Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust 



News from our schools 

Easter 2025 

What a truly spectacular British 

Science Week we’ve had here at 

Rufforth! The school was buzzing 

with excitement, curiosity, and the 

sounds of budding scientists 

exploring the world around them. 

This year’s theme, ‘Adapt and 

Change’, allowed us to explore the 

fascinating ways living things and 

systems evolve and respond to their 

environments. Our children have 

shown remarkable insight and 

creativity in understanding how 

adaptation is key to survival and 

progress. 

 The week began with the engaging 

workshops led by The Conservation 

Volunteers. Our children participated 

in activities focused on animal 

adaptations and how they have 

evolved to survive in 

their environments. 

This also helped the 

children understand 

the effects of our changing climate 

and what we can do to adapt to it. It 

was a fantastic opportunity for hands-

on learning and sparked important 

conversations about environmental 

responsibility. 

 We also had a fantastic time with 

Circus Skills York! The workshops, 

based around the theme of ‘Adapt 

and Change’, were a huge hit. 

Children learned how to juggle, 

balance, and even spin plates, 

all while understanding how these 

skills require adaptation and change 

to master. The workshops creatively 

demonstrated how practice and 

adjustments lead to success, 

mirroring the scientific process. 

 Every year, we end Science Week 

with a whole-school challenge with 

children working in mixed-aged 

house teams. This year, we launched a 

whole school paper aeroplane 

challenge! Children of all ages 

designed, built, and tested their paper 

aeroplanes, exploring the principles 

of aerodynamics and how design 

impacts flight. This fun activity 

demonstrated how adjustments and 

changes to design can improve 

performance, directly reflecting the 

theme of ‘Adapt and Change’. 

The spring term is always really 

exciting at Poppy Road and it has 

been wonderful to see the sun 

shining and the weather becoming a 

little warmer. 

 We took 85 children to Young 

Voices right at the beginning of term 

and a fantastic time was had by all. 

The children were absolutely amazing 

as always and sang their hearts out 

with their particularly favourite being 

the songs from Hairspray. We can still 

hear all of the songs being sung 

around school which is fantastic! 

Every year group have welcomed our 

families to a Stay and Learn and it has 

been wonderful to share all of our 

learning which includes sewing, 

cooking and PE.  

 As always, there have been lots of 

trips and visitors with Year 3 visiting 

the Wonderlab 

at the National 

Railway Museum 

and Year 4 

visiting the local 

area to complete 

Geography 

fieldwork. We 

have had Mayan, 

Early Islamic 

Civilisation and 

Ancient Greek 

workshops which the children have 

loved. We took part in STEM and 

Science week and it has been 

fantastic to see how much the 

children enjoyed this and carried on 

their learning at home. The lava lamps 

the children made were absolutely 

wonderful to see. The children also 

took part in virtual science sessions 

which were a massive hit. 

 We are ending the term with all of 

our children taking part in the Great 

Big School Clean Up led by Mrs Iveson 

and our fantastic Spring Celebration 

where we will all be wearing our 

wonderful spring hat creations. 

Another wonderful term at Poppy 

Road! 
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We began 2025 with a visit by some 

students from Applefields satellite at 

Manor CE School. They delivered a 

presentation to our Hedgehogs class 

about ‘Be Bright, Be Seen’. They also 

brought with them a pop up shop full 

of reflectors, lights and snap bands 

which our children loved spending 

money on to help keep them safe on 

the roads.   

 Hedgehogs also had fun making 

Greek Monsters in Design Technology 

using pneumatics to make the mouths 

open and close while our Badger class 

built dens and shelters as part of their 

Forest School curriculum. 

 There were more outside activities 

with our oldest children visiting 

Kingswood Activity Centre for their 

residential. Every year we are 

impressed by the resilience and 

determination that our children show 

when tackling challenges that they 

have never faced before. This year 

was no exception with every child 

that went successfully completing  

the zip wire and climbing up to the 

top of the Leap of Faith! 

 We celebrated World Book Day  

in March with lots of activities and 

opportunities for the children (and 

adults) to share their favourite books 

and dress as their favourite 

characters. It brought the whole 

school together for a really lovely  

day and we were bowled over by  

how caring our older children were 

when they listened to the younger 

children read in our Forest Area. 

 Our Badgers class have been 

studying Van Gogh as part of their Art 

Curriculum. They have produced 

some amazing paintings and this has 

been further enhanced with a trip to 

the Van Gogh Immersive Experience 

in town. The children were fascinated 

by the lights and how the art came to 

life around them – there were lots of 

‘ooohs’ and ‘ahhhs’! 

 It has been a really great half term 

and we have lots to look forward to in 

the summer. 

This half term, our Year 5 and Year 6 

children had a visit to the York 

Central development site, an 

opportunity that perfectly blended 

local history, geography, and the 

exciting prospect of our city’s future. 

Crucially, this development is right  

on our doorstep, meaning it will 

significantly impact our local area 

both now and in the years to come. 

 The York Central project is a 

significant development for our city, 

and it was wonderful to see our 

children engage so enthusiastically 

with the scale and ambition of the 

site. We were fortunate to have 

expert guides from the York Central 

team who provided insightful 

explanations about the various stages 

of construction, the sustainable 

design principles and the overall 

vision for this new neighbourhood. 

 The children were particularly 

interested in learning about the site’s 

past railway connections and how it’s 

being transformed for modern use; 

seeing the heavy machinery in action 

and understanding the complex work 

involved in building; discussing the 

importance of green spaces, 

sustainable transport, and energy-

efficient buildings and imagining how 

this development will impact our 

community and the opportunities it 

will create. 

 Adding to the experience, and 

directly enhancing their Design and 

Technology topic, the York 

Central team also facilitated a 

brilliant bridge-building workshop. 

This hands-on activity allowed the 

children to apply their knowledge of 

structural engineering and design 

principles in a practical way. 

 We were incredibly impressed with 

the insightful questions our children 

asked, demonstrating a curiosity and 

eagerness to learn. It was a truly 

valuable experience that broadened 

their understanding of their local 

environment and the dynamic 

changes taking place within our city, 

changes they will witness first hand. 

News from our schools 

Pathfinder News 
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News from our schools 

Easter 2025 

It’s been another busy term at 

Welburn. Our Year 3s and 4s have 

enjoyed their weekly swimming 

lessons and have all made great 

progress with their 

swimming. Year 5 and 6 

had a great residential at 

Peat Rigg which included 

archery, caving, beck scrambling, 

orienteering and zip lining. 

 We have continued our intra- 

school sporting competition with 

hotly contested dodgeball and 

basketball tournaments. Our class 

teams also won the Malton Sports 

Partnership dodgeball and basketball 

tournaments. 

 We have now begun preparing our 

school gardens for our Garden Party 

in July by clearing and weeding. We 

are now planning our planting 

schemes ready for the beginning of 

next term. 

Earlier this term, a group of ten 

children from Year 5 and Year 6 were 

given the opportunity to perform at 

York Theatre Royal as part of the 

‘Everybody Dance Festival’ organised 

by York Dance Space. The children 

performed a dance in response to the 

theme of ‘Home’ choreographed by 

their dance teacher, Hannah, from 

York Dance Space. They had worked 

on their routine for a full term before 

performing on stage at the theatre in 

front of a packed audience full of 

friends and family members. They 

also took part in an Afro-Beats 

dance workshop and experienced 

all of the excitement of being 

backstage at a professional 

performance. We have been 

working hard this term to 

promote our new STARS values 

in school which help us to feel 

a strong sense of belonging 

and pride in our 

community. 
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STRENGTH relates to strength of 

mind, strength of character and a 

belief that we are stronger together. 

TRUST links to the trust we place in 

our children to make the right 

choices and the trust our children 

and families place in us to do the 

right thing by them to ensure they 

are safe, happy, healthy and able to 

achieve their potential academically. 

ASPIRATION is shown through the 

targets and outcomes we set for 

ourselves and our pupils. 

RESPECT relates to self-respect: a 

sense of belonging and pride, as well 

as the respect we show to others and 

our environment. 

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY teaches our 

children about what we can give back 

to our community and the important 

contribution we can make to society. 



Train to teach  
at Pathfinder 
Are you interested in training to 

become a teacher? The Pathfinder 

Teaching School Hub delivers Initial 

Teacher Education to both primary 

and secondary trainees. The courses 

combine in-school training with the 

latest research-led practice provided 

by our partner university.  

 We are open for applications for 

our teacher training courses starting 

in September 2025 and are looking 

for people who have a degree, a 

passion for teaching and who want 

to inspire young people to fulfil their 

potential. If this sounds like you, 

contact us to find out about the 

training opportunities we have 

available. Call 01904 806900 or 

email info@tsh.pmat.academy. 

You can also find out more on our 

website pathfinder-tsh.co.uk. 

Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust 

Archbishop Holgate’s School 

Hull Road, York YO10 5ZA 

Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust is an exempt  

charity registered in England and Wales.  
Company Number: 07559610. 

Registered Office: Archbishop Holgate’s School,  
Hull Road, York YO10 5ZA. 

 01904 806000 
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 www.pathfindermat.co.uk 

 @PathfinderMAT 
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Pathfinder  
sports  
stars 
The primary sports offer continues  

to go from strength to strength 

promoting children’s enjoyment of 

and engagement in a range of 

physical activities. Competitions this 

term have focused on Dodgeball for 

Years 1/2 and Years 5/6 as well as 

Basketball for Years 3/4. These have 

all been fantastic events with 

children not only showing excellent 

skills but also great teamwork and 

sportsmanship.  

 Thank you to the staff who give up 

their time after school to bring the 

children to these competitions and 

the brilliant student sports leaders 

from Archbishop Holgate’s School 

who continue to help run the events. 

Schools have also benefited from a 

further bespoke ‘Active Day’ with 

our PE specialist running a variety of 

activities in individual schools, 

including netball, basketball, rugby 

skills and boxercise.  

  

The Trust has recently joined a 

school rugby initiative with England 

RUFC which provides resources, 

training and support for schools to 

teach and promote rugby. Each 

school has now received a resource 

pack of rugby balls, bibs and cones 

and we are hoping to put on a rugby 

festival in the near future. It has 

certainly been another busy and 

energetic term and we are looking 

forward to getting outdoors for more 

outdoor events including Cross 

Country, Danish Longball and Netball 

next term. 
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