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Year 3 children from Cllfton with Rawcllffe at the school’s inaugural 'CwR Fest’ music festival

Thank you for your support throughout
what has been an incredibly busy and
productive term and academic year.

For those children in Reception and
Year 7, this will mark their first full year
in a Pathfinder school. | hope this has
been an enjoyable and rewarding start
to their school journey full of enriching
and inspiring experiences. Well done to
our Year 6 students on their excellent
SATs results and the best of luck starting
secondary school in September. We also
wish the very best to our Year 11 and 13
students who will be collecting their
GCSE and A Level results in August.

We are looking forward to new
leaders joining the trust in September.
First of all is Hannah Gibson who will be
taking over as Headteacher of New
Earswick Primary School. The school’s
current Headteacher, Angela Oswald, is
taking up a new post as Operations and
Education Support Officer working

Pathfinder
schools

Pathfinder Multi Academy
Trust was formed in
August 2016, initially
between four schools.
Today, we are ten schools
strong, soon to be 13,
serving more than 4,200
students and their
families across York.

) Heworth

across all schools in the trust. Secondly,
Marie Townsley will become the new
Headteacher of Archbishop Holgate's,
allowing me to dedicate more time to
my role as CEO supporting leadership
colleagues across all of our schools.

We are delighted to be welcoming
three new schools to the trust next year
including Huntington Primary Academy,
Poppleton Road Primary School and St
Barnabas CE Primary School and look
forward to the many opportunities to
work together and share best practice.
We are also in talks with Applefields
School and Malton School who are
exploring the possibility of joining
Pathfinder, these are certainly exciting
times in the development of our trust!

I wish all families a safe and restful
summer holiday and | look forward to
what the next academic year will bring.

Andrew Daly | Chief Executive Officer
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Pathfinder News

Inspection success for
two Pathfinder schools

Two Pathfinder schools have been
celebrating their Ofsted outcomes this
term. Tang Hall Primary School (pictured
top) was judged good in all areas with
inspectors praising the quality of the
curriculum. The report said: “Pupils
learn well and benefit from a strong
curriculum at Tang Hall Primary School.
Since the last inspection, leaders have
worked with passion and determination
to further improve the curriculum and
the behaviour of pupils.” The inspectors
also recognised the work of the trust
and the school’s governors saying: "The
trust and local governing committee
understand the strengths and areas that
need developing in the school. The
governors recognise the exceptional
support the trust has given to support
leaders to make improvements.”

Rufforth Primary School also had a
visit from Ofsted who carried out an
ungraded inspection to establish if the
school remains good. The report found
Rufforth continues to be a good school,
opening with the statement: "Leaders’
ambition for pupils at Rufforth Primary
School is summed up in their vision,
‘excellence in a family atmosphere’. This
ambition is realised through adults’ high
expectations of pupils. Pupils rise to
these expectations.” Inspectors found
pupil behaviour to be exemplary and
highlighted the many extra-curricular
and enrichment opportunities available
for pupils to develop their individual
talents and interests.

Well done to the staff, governors,
pupils and families at both schools on
their excellent Ofsted outcomes.

News from our schools

We have had a fun-filled summer
term in Reception which began with
the exciting delivery of some eggs!
Some children wondered whether

there may be dinosaurs inside waiting

to hatch, whilst others thought
they may be chicken or duck
eggs. Reception watched
closely until five
ducklings emerged,
which we named
Donald, Ronald, Maisy,
Daisy and Oswald.

We took great care of
the ducklings, checking
that they had enough food,
water and hay each day. The
children kept the ducklings company
during the school day, chatting
happily to them, drawing pictures of
what they could see and writing
stories about their future farm
adventures. We made sure that there
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was time for the rest of school to
meet our ducklings too. Our topic ‘On
the Farm’ gave us many opportunities
to build on our knowledge of other
farm animals, as well as how farms
could provide food for us. Children
learned about the life cycle of
ducks - finding out how
they hatch from eggs as
ducklings and grow into
adult ducks. They
quickly realised how
this was similar to the
human life cycle! The
children loved the time
the ducklings spent with us
but all agreed that they would
be happier spending the rest of their
lives on a farm. Before they left, each
child had the opportunity to give a
duckling a cuddle and we even let
them have a paddle in our water tray!
We concluded our topic with a visit to

Ofetad

Good
Provider

Beetle Bank Farm and the children

were delighted to feed and hold some
of the animals we had been learning
about.

www.pathfindermat.co.uk



News from our schools

Archbishop Holgate’s School had the
pleasure of hosting an exhibition
celebrating York’s role in supporting
Ugandan Asian refugees coming to
the UK. The exhibition has been to
several institutions across the city,
and many of the Year 8 students and
Sixth Formers had the opportunity to
go down to the school'’s chapel to
learn about the history of Ugandan
Asian refugees, their experiences and
what brought them to the UK, and
more specifically, the City of York.
The story of the exhibition begins
with Idi Amin expelling all non-
African citizens from Uganda in 1972.
Considered one of the most brutal
military dictators to wield power in
post-independence Africa, Amin
accused the Asian community of
disloyalty and taking opportunities

\

We have had a fabulous summer term
at Badger Hill! Although it feels like it
has flown by, we have packed a lot in!

www.pathfindermat.co.uk
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from black Africans, giving them
90 days to leave. This triggered
the displacement of nearly 80,000
Ugandan Asians, who sought refuge
in countries all over the world, with
just over 28,000 settling in Britain.
Whilst the exhibition itself is
excellent and very enlightening to the
events that began 50 years ago, we
also had the pleasure to welcome two
Ugandan Asian refugees into school,
and they spoke to both Year 12 and
Year 7 in Collective Worship about
their experiences. Shamim Eimann
came to the UK as a six-year-old, and
Yogesh Joshi arrived at the age of 16
in similar circumstances. Both
Shamim and Yogesh spoke of their
experiences in Uganda as well as how
they came to live in York. It was also
wonderful to hear of their children

One of our highlights
was a slightly delayed
science week which
took place in June! Our
focus was to think about ‘what is a
scientist?” We were lucky enough to
be able to invite in lots of visitors into
school, including parents and staff
from the University of York. Children
learnt about plants and bacteria,
chemistry (including acid and
alkalines), physics, nursing, air
pollution, forensic scientists,
engineering, vaccinologists and
psychology! It was a fascinating week
and the children had so much fun!

Years 5 and 6 have performed at
the Theatre Royal as part of our links
with the theatre. They performed a
‘Play House Project’ entitled Miss X.

being born and raised in the UK, as
well as many other second generation
Ugandan Asians, going on to become
graduates, engineers, doctors and a
host of other professions.

They have spent the last half term
rehearsing and perfecting their
scripts! It really was a magnificent
honour to be in the theatre and for
parents, carers and the public to see
Badger Hill children perform.

We were also lucky enough to
attend the Make Music Day as part of
our work with Sing Education and the
Richard Shepherd Foundation. The
children enjoyed taking part in a choir
session in the Chapter House at York
Minster. They also participated in a
Gamalan workshop and finished with
a fantastic session using Bamboo
Tamboo!
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News from our schools
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It was an afternoon of musical
fun and festivities at Clifton
with Rawcliffe Primary School’s
inaugural ‘CwR Fest’ which took
place earlier this term. Pupils,
parents and staff were treated
to guest performances from
Soprano Rebecca Newman of
York Proms, The CwR Stars
Junior Choir, Spotlight Dance
Academy and the Archbishop Holgate's School choir.

Families brought along camping chairs and picnic
rugs to watch the Last Choir Standing competition
which included more than 600 children performing an
eclectic mix of choral arrangements to songs with a
royal connection, in honour of the King's Coronation.
Special guest judges included YO1 Radio presenters,
Chris Marsden and Dave Parker, Molly Newton (Music
Lead from Archbishop Holgate’s School) and Claire
Bower (Children, Family and Youth Worker at Clifton
Parish Church). They offered points and positive
feedback on the children’s singing, choreography,
participation and costumes in their performances.

Scores were close in the end, but the Year 3 children
emerged victorious with their immaculate performance
of ‘Dancing Queen’ by ABBA and were awarded the
coveted ‘Last Choir Standing Trophy’ which they
accepted after reprising their song to delighted parents
and families in the glorious June sunshine.

As the Last Choir Standing competition concluded,
the school opened up in true festival style to welcome
their headline act to the stage; Soprano Rebecca
Newman who dazzled audiences with her beautiful
renditions of O Nio Babbino Caro, Over the Rainbow
and her own song, Dare to Dream. Throughout the
afternoon, entertainment was complemented by a vast
assortment of treats, refreshments, stalls, activities and
of course, everyone's favourite classic school fair
amusement, ‘Splat the Teacher!" The CwR Fest was a
resounding success with over £2,300 being raised for
school enrichment and outdoor learning.

4 | Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust

Hempland
Primary School

The summer term at Hempland has been as busy as
ever with lots happening across school to enhance our
curriculum. Some particular highlights have been...

The Early Years children visited Filey and had a great
day exploring the beach and of course enjoying a
delicious ice cream! Space exploration has been the
mission in Year 1 with the children finding out about
space and enjoying a space day where they completed
astronaut training and a parachute launch! Children in
Year 2 have been working on achieving their Young
Leaders Award organising a food bank collection for the
local community.

For lower Key Stage 2 it has been performance time!
Year 3 retold fables and put together their own video to
present their versions of Aesop’s fables. They also used
Voices in the Park by Anthony Browne as the inspiration
for their own shadow puppets and wrote a script to go
with it. The audience were mesmerised! Year 4 children
performed a fantastic ukulele concert to showcase their
musical expertise learnt over the last term. They sang
beautifully and played many different songs and even
persuaded the parents to join in too!

The Young Leaders
Award has certainly
inspired our Year 5
children who have
organised a series of
events to raise money for
The Sick Children’s Trust,
who have supported one
of our families. They held
a sponsored colour runin
which everyone enjoyed
getting very messy! The
children also organised a charity football match and
have put together a ‘chari-tree’ which involves all of
the children’s handprints combined together in the
shape of a tree which they will donate to charity with
the handprints displaying positive messages for others.
The total raised so far is almost £800 which is just
amazing!

Year 6 had an action packed end to their time at
Hempland. They visited the LNER stadium for an all
access tour and to showcase their rugby skills learnt in
the summer term on the rugby pitch. A team of STEM
enthusiasts attended the F1 in Schools National Finals
in Leeds where they raced their own car and spoke so
confidently about the design process. Finally, two
fantastic orators were hugely impressive at the York
Civic Trust Public Speaking competition. They both
worked so hard, putting in lots of time and effort, and
earned themselves a great third place! Well done, we're
all really proud of you!

www.pathfindermat.co.uk



News from our schools

Summer 2023

It has been yet another exciting term
here at Heworth Primary School and
one that has been filled with exciting
opportunities and experiences that
have extended our curriculum beyond
the academic.

In their final year with us, our Year
6 cohort took to the streets and tube
trains of London to visit the Houses of
Parliament and The British Museum.
Their morning saw them enjoy a
fascinating tour of parliament as well
as a workshop about law making and
debating. This culminated in meeting
with York MP Rachel Maskell. Their
trip to the British Museum saw them
coming face to face with mummified
Egyptians, Greek hoplite armour and
the Sutton Hoo Helmet.

Our Year 3 and 4 pupils embarked

NEW EARSWICK
PRIMARY SCHOOL

]

Our summer term has been packed full of school trips,
sports days and visits. Our Year 6 class ran a successful
enterprise project which raised enough money to fund
their own leaver's hoodies as well as having just enough

spare for a small treat or two.

Our classes all moved up to their new classes this
term and enjoyed finding out what they would be doing
in September. In addition, we welcomed Mrs Barnard
and Miss Stead back to school who both returned from

maternity leave!

However, we are also taking this time to reflect on
some significant changes to our school family because
we are saying goodbye to some very dear members of
staff. Mrs Asquith takes her maternity leave and we thank
her for her relentless hard word and leadership and also
wish her the very best of luck, Mrs Pennick will move to
work across all of our schools as Early Years MAT Lead
and | leave my post as Headteacher, a term short of seven
years. | have thoroughly enjoyed my time leading this
wonderful school and wish them all the very best of luck

for their future journey.

www.pathfindermat.co.uk
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on a trip into York
to discover what
life was like as a
Viking as part of
their Viking topic.
They visited the
Jorvik Viking Museum to sample the
sights, sounds and smells that they
would have encountered 1100 years
ago. As an added non-Viking bonus,
they were also granted admission to
the newly renovated Clifford’s Tower
where they learnt about the Middle
Ages and the various uses of the
tower during this time.

Most recently, our Early Years, Year
1 and Year 2 pupils all ventured off to
Allerthorpe Lake where they enjoyed
a scavenger hunt, a lakeside walk and
a paddle in the lake. The most

—
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exciting part though was that they
all got to travel on a double decker
bus. Obviously, they finished their
day with an ice cream too.

With our continued focus on the
provision of reading, all classes have
also visited our local library, Tang Hall
Explore, allowing them to understand
the process of how a library works
and, most importantly, realise what a
fantastic resource this is in our local

community.
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News from our schools

Rufforth

Primary School

- Inspire - Care - .

A highlight of the summer term at Rufforth is our
annual Sports Week. Across the week, children in all
year groups are given the opportunity to try new
activities, keep fit and learn about famous sports
people and events.

This year, we introduced children (and staff!) to the
trampettes. Great core strength was required to
balance, stretch and move on the trampettes - a great
way to kick off the week and to wake us up on a
Monday morning!

Children also enjoyed a boxing lesson, tennis and
archery. Our older children took part in an intra-school
football festival and KS1 and EYFS played bean bag
rounders. The highlight of the week was Sports Day.
Every year, children compete in mixed-age teams; this
year’'s theme being the FIFA Women's World Cup. The
morning of team activities is a carousel of field events
and children take part in individual races throughout
the afternoon, culminating in our team parade. The
whole week is a wonderful celebration of sport,
inclusion and most importantly - fun.

We are also celebrating
the outcome of our recent
Ofsted inspection. Staff,
children and families are
proud that the inspectors
recognised all that is
wonderful about our
school. The positivity of
this report reflects our
journey towards an
outstanding judgement
and is testament to the
hard work and dedication
of our entire Rufforth
family.
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It has been another busy term at St Barnabas. We are
particularly proud of our new library which has recently
opened. It was previously located in a corridor space
which was not a convenient place to take a whole class
or to sit and enjoy reading. After months of clearing a
room to become a library space, sorting through our
book collection, re-labelling, applying for donations of
books and furniture we now have a lovely space where
the whole class can go to browse and choose books and
enjoy reading it in a comfortable place. We are looking
forward to inviting parents in for ‘Stay and Read’
sessions before the end of term.

Each term, we invite a family member to come in and
have lunch with their child. In June, it was the turn of
Dads or other male relatives and carers to enjoy a
delicious school lunch with their child. Everyone
certainly enjoyed
it. Classes have
been out and
about on visits
recently. Year 6
discovered more
about higher
education by
spending the day
at York University
as part of the
Detective Days
programme; Year
3/4 have visited
the Merchant
Adventurer’s
Hall and learned
how to make
pizzas at Pizza
Express.

www.pathfindermat.co.uk



News from our schools

Wow! What a year. We have achieved
so much more than we could have
imagined. We are so proud of all our
children - particularly in the way that
they behave and how they embody
our values of Caring, Considerate and
Courageous. We are especially proud
of our Year 6s. They have worked
incredibly hard all year and are so
ready for their adventure to continue
at secondary school.

Year 5 and 6 completed their First
Aid training and are now ready for
anything! They have also taken partin
Crucial Crew, YoYo activities and are
very excited to be going off to the
seaside at the end of term. We will be
showing our appreciation of our Year
6s during their leavers service at St
Lawrence's church.

The whole school took part in their
sports days showing great team spirit

Primary School

/m\ Tang Hall
/
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and lots of resilience,
especially in the obstacle
race! We have some super
athletes which was further
shown in a win at the Bean
Bag Rounder’s tournament.

e

Trips to Howsham Mill and
the Mosque as well as many visitors
in school have really enhanced our
curriculum this term, each and every
day is packed with learning.

The final word from St Lawrence’s
really needs to come from one of our
Year 6s: "As | leave St Lawrence’s, I'm
beginning to think about the amazing
experiences that have happened
throughout school. Everyday | learn
more and more about brand new
things that | never knew existed. We
have had lots of remarkable trips but
the one that stands out to me is
Kingswood. Mostly because it was the

The children and
staff at Tang Hall
Primary have
completed a fun-
filled summer term!
After the two-day
Ofsted inspection
in March, we were able to celebrate
our Good judgement with our families
when the report was published in
May. We are all very proud that all of
our hard work and achievements were
recognised by the inspectors.

In June, we experienced a full
programme of activity during our
annual sports week. This year, we
participated in circus skills, archery,
skipping, a whole school ‘Wake Up,
Shake Up’ competition and many of
the key stage 2 pupils completed ‘The
Beast’ assault course. All of the pupils

first time I'd taken a big step out of
my comfort zone and left my parents
to spend time with my teachers and
classmates. On top of that, the
teachers are very supportive and
understanding. Not just on trips, but
every day. If someone has a problem
or issue, teachers are always there to
help. Only this week, the Year 6s
received their SATs results and the
teachers are so proud of what they
achieved. Primary School will always
have a place in my heartand I'm
excited for the things to come.” We
couldn’t have said it better ourselves!

have also participated in an annual
sports day event where families and
staff noted the strong teamwork and
positive praise shared among peers.
At Tang Hall, we try hard to bring
education to life so that learning
becomes memorable. This term we

have been able to offer visits to Pizza
Express, Flamingo Land and
Kingswood residential centre plus the
Fire Brigade and Lenny the tortoise
visited our younger children. It has
been a wonderful term but we are all
now ready for a well-deserved break!
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Train to teach
at Pathfinder

Are you interested in training to
become a teacher? The Pathfinder
Teaching School Hub delivers Initial
Teacher Training for both primary
and secondary trainees. The courses
combine in-school training with the
latest research-led practice provided
by our partner universities.

We are opening for applications
in October for our teacher training
courses starting in September 2024
and are looking for people who have
a degree, a passion for teaching and
who want to inspire young people to
fulfil their potential. If this sounds
like you, contact us to find out about
the training opportunities we have

Hempland Primary
School rebuild gets
the green light

available. Call 01904 806900 or
email info@tsh.pmat.academy.

You can also find out more on our

website pathfinder-tsh.co.uk.

Multi Academy Trust

Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust
Archbishop Holgate’s School
Hull Road, York YO10 5ZA

@ 01904 806000
info@pmat.academy
o www.pathfindermat.co.uk
) @rathfindermAT

Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust is an exempt
charity registered in England and Wales.
Company Number: 07559610.

Registered Office: Archbishop Holgate's School,
Hull Road, York YO10 5ZA.
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Plans to construct a new two-storey
building for Hempland Primary School
have had the seal of approval following
a public consultation on the project.
Hempland was identified as part of
the government’s £1bn flagship School
Rebuilding Programme which carries
out major rebuilding and refurbishment
projects at schools across England.
During the consultation, parents, staff
and members of the local community
were able to see plans for the new
school which will be built behind the
current one. Once constructed, the
existing building will be demolished to

make way for additional play spaces,
landscaping and parking. The feedback
on the plans were overwhelmingly
positive and the project will now
progress on to the next stage with the
submission of a planning application to
City of York Council.

Tang Hall Primary School has also
made it on to the government’s School
Rebuilding Programme with work
currently underway to determine the
best solution for improving the school.
We look forward to sharing more
information as each of the projects
develop over the months ahead.

Pathfinder Trust Board Vacancy

We are currently recruiting for a
Trustee to sit on the Pathfinder

Multi Academy Trust Board. The
Trust continues to expand and by
the end of the year will be working
with over five thousand young
people in thirteen schools across
the city. Trustees monitor, challenge
and support the CEO and leadership
team, understanding the challenges
and pressures on schools and helping
leaders navigate these issues with
sensitivity, optimism and ambition.
They act with integrity and honesty
in all their dealings with the schools.
We are looking for individuals who
have specialist finance experience

within a large organisation. Does this
sound like you? The MAT Board meets
six times a year in York with additional
committee meetings from time to
time. If you'd like to know more,
please visit our website for more
information about the Trust.

If you're still interested, we'd love
to hear from you: please email us on
info@pmat.academy with your CV and
a covering letter explaining the skills
and experience you could bring to the
Trust Board.

The closing date for applications is
Friday 15 September 2023 at midday.
Thank you in advance for your interest
in considering this opportunity.

www.pathfindermat.co.uk
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