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Have a Happy Easter from
everyone at Pathfinder
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Heworth CE Primary School children perform the Bible story in the school’s Mystery Play - see page 5

It doesn’t seem very long ago that I was
wishing families a Happy Christmas.
Now 13 school weeks later and we’re
already about to break up for Easter,
where does the time go? I hope your
child has had a happy and successful
Spring term in their school.
As always, it has been a busy time
across the Trust’s schools. In January,
New Earswick had a visit from Ofsted,
making them the fourth Pathfinder
school to be inspected in the past three
terms. We are delighted with all of the
recent Ofsted outcomes which have

Pathfinder
schools
Pathfinder Multi Academy
Trust was formed in
August 2016, initially
between four schools.
Today, we are ten schools
strong, soon to be 11,
serving more than 4,000
students and their
families across York.

shown that our schools have continued
to thrive despite the disruption of the
past two years. Following successful
national recruitment campaigns, we
have recruited new Headteachers for
Clifton with Rawcliffe and Heworth
primary schools this term. We were
fortunate to have strong applicants for
both posts and you can meet the new
Headteachers on page 2.
I would like to wish students, parents
and staff a safe and restful Easter break.
Andrew Daly, Chief Executive Officer

New Earswick judged Good with
Outstanding features by Ofsted
Page 2
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New headteachers
for two Pathfinder
primary schools
Following successful recruitment
campaigns, new Headteachers have
been appointed at two Pathfinder
primary schools.
Claire Fielding
will take over
as Headteacher
at Clifton with
Rawcliffe
Primary School
following the
retirement of the
current Headteacher,
Andy Herbert, at the end of the year.
Mrs Fielding is currently in charge of
Stamford Bridge Primary School and
has previously worked at Melbourne
Primary School in the East Riding and
Haxby Road and Westfield primary
schools in York. She also worked at
Clifton with Rawcliffe earlier in her
career where she was the Lower Key
Stage 2 Phase Leader and helped
formulate the vision for the new
school when it opened in 2011.
During her time at Stamford Bridge
and Melbourne primary schools, she
led both schools to achieve Good
Ofsted judgements.
Simon White has been appointed
as the new Headteacher for Heworth
CE Primary School. Mr White, who is
currently Head of
School at Acomb
Primary School,
will take over
from Michael
Carr this
September.
Alongside his
Head of School
role at Acomb, Mr
White is also Associate Headteacher
at St Lawrence’s CE Primary School.
He joined Acomb in September 2015,
as the school’s Deputy Headteacher.
Prior to that he has worked at Clifton
Green Primary School, starting as a
class teacher and progressing on to
become Assistant Headteacher
during his time there. Mr White has
extensive experience in curriculum
leadership, phase leadership and
senior leadership and has a proven
track record in leading effective
school improvement.
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New Earswick judged
Good with Outstanding
features by Ofsted

New Earswick Primary School has
moved out of special measures
following a two-day Ofsted inspection
which rated the school as Good with
Outstanding features.
Out of the five key areas the school
was assessed on, Ofsted judged the
quality of education, behaviour and
attitudes of pupils and their personal
development to be good. The early
years provision and leadership and
management of the school both gained
the highest rating of outstanding with
the report opening with: “Leaders are
ambitious and passionate about
learning for all pupils at New Earswick.
They have been relentless in their drive
to ensure that learning builds over time
and is progressive across the school.”
Headteacher, Angela Oswald, said: “I
cannot praise the staff team, our pupils
and our families enough. The journey
since 2017 has been a team effort and
continues to be a team effort. We are
excitedly looking forward and wish to
build on the successes shared in this
report.”

Inspectors praised
the leadership team
and their work to
improve the school
saying: “Leaders of
the school have
worked swiftly to
introduce new approaches to improve
the school. The report also recognised
that pupils are proud to attend school,
relationships between staff and pupils
are very positive and that everyone
enjoys being part of the school team
and relishes coming to school each day.
Parents were asked to share their views
of the school saying that everyone ‘goes
the extra mile’ to support families and
to help pupils to be successful.
We have been celebrating recent
Ofsted successes at three of our other
schools including Clifton with Rawcliffe
Primary School and Hempland Primary
School which were both rated good in
all areas and Archbishop Holgate’s
School which was awarded Ofsted’s
highest rating being judged outstanding
in all areas.
www.pathfindermat.co.uk
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Children from Acomb Primary school's
Eco Council have been busy
developing some exciting outdoor
areas for children to use at lunch times
instead of playing in the playground or
field, recognising that some children
want or need a quieter environment.
The children worked together to
devise and create two separate areas,
an activity zone and a quiet zone,
thoughtfully considering what
different children might like to do in
each area. In the quiet zone, children
have the opportunity to be creative
with a table for crafts, drawing and
writing. Alternatively, they can just
relax and talk quietly with friends or
read a book from the outdoor library
box. Meanwhile, the activity zone
houses a variety of more interactive
activities, including a foosball table,
outdoor games like giant Jenga and
Connect 4 and a table for board

Students from Archbishop Holgate’s
School travelled to London to join 600
children and young people from
across the UK in celebration of
Commonwealth Day at Westminster
Abbey as part of a congregation of
over 2,000 people.
The event, celebrated annually on
the second Monday in March, is the
largest annual multi-faith service in
the UK and is usually attended by Her
Majesty The Queen, Head of the
Commonwealth. This year, she was
represented by HRH Prince Charles,
who was joined by senior members of
the Royal Family, The Prime Minister,
members of the cabinet and other
MPs, Commonwealth Heads of State,
ambassadors, and specially invited
guests.
The service celebrates the unity
and diversity of the Commonwealth
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and aims to foster an understanding
of the Commonwealth’s role and
achievements. This year the theme
was ’Delivering a Common Future’,
highlighting how the 54 member
countries in the Commonwealth
family work together. Since this year
is Her Majesty The Queen’s Jubilee
Year, there was also a special focus
on the role service plays in the lives
of people and communities across
the Commonwealth.
Attendees at the service were
treated to performances from Mica
Paris, members of the Whānau
London Voices, Emeli Sandé, the
London African Gospel Choir and
south London-based steel orchestra,
the Melodians. There was also a
collaboration between poet Imtiaz
Dharker and sitarist Jasdeep Singh
Degun.

games. Keen to make sure that there is
something for everyone to enjoy, the
Eco Council has been out on the
playground taking feedback from
children and thinking about ways we
can improve the areas in the future.

Students outside Westminster Abbey
for the Commonwealth day service
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We have had a very exciting term at Badger Hill Primary
School. This has included a range of fantastic learning
opportunities for all children.
One of our main events was World Book Day where
the whole school were able to let their inner book
characters out! We were lucky enough to have two
workshops in school. A Harry Potter themed workshop
for Key Stage 2 and a workshop based around Julia
Donaldson’s book Zog. The children at Badger Hill
thoroughly enjoyed the workshops!
We have also improved our outside space this term
with brand new playground markings which included a
netball court, a giant snakes and ladders and a dance
station. We hope to complete this with an outdoor
music system so we can boogie away at lunchtimes!
Graham Construction kindly donated our lovely new
outdoor classroom. We can’t wait for the sunny weather
so we can use it.
At Badger Hill we also like to celebrate our diversity
and this term have focused on World Down Syndrome
Day and also Autism Awareness week. It is important to
celebrate how unique we all are and we did this by
wearing odd socks and our favourite coloured clothes.

Pupils and staff at Clifton
with Rawcliffe recently
celebrated the school’s
10 year anniversary.
The school was officially
opened in March 2012
and the whole school
gathered together to
mark the occasion with a special assembly. It was great
to be together in the hall and welcome the school’s
previous Headteacher, Chris Wigley. Mr Wigley led the
school through the new build process, working on the
vision and design for the new building and was able to
share some of his memories with us of that time, over
10 years ago now.
We looked at some photos of the school being built
and of the official opening ceremony which included
John Sentamu, Archbishop of York, opening the school
and playing the African drums!
It was a lovely assembly and an opportunity again to
remind the children and the staff of the importance of
the design of this building in developing all the pupils
in their character and their learning. This has made such
a huge impact on hundreds of children over the last 10
years and continues to do so. Secondary schools always
comment on how ready and well prepared our children
are for this important transition. They move on with
many skills and lots of resilience.

Current Headteacher, Andy Herbert (left) and former
Headteacher, Chris Wigley, celebrate the school’s 10
year anniversary at a special whole-school assembly
4 | Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust
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During the Spring term we have been
pleased to invite our parents into
school for various events including
our Hempland Art Gallery Week. This
was a real success with every child’s
work displayed and celebrated
throughout the week.
Each year group studied a specific
artist as part of our art long term plan
and this ensured that a diverse range
was studied throughout school. Artists
ranged from Ben Eine, a contemporary
street artist, to Victoria Villasana, a
Mexican textile artist; from Kate
Semple, a British stone sculptor, to
Yung Jake, an American digital artist.
Children had a great time showing
their parents around the gallery,
taking part in interactive art
installations, and completing large
scale artworks together. All the

children were fantastic and through
their discussions and presentations,
displayed respect for the art and
artists as well as showing ambition
and pride in their own achievements.

At Heworth Primary we recently performed the ‘Heworth
Mystery Plays’ to our school community. These are inspired
by the York Mystery plays which have been performed in
York since the 1300s and are well known across the world.
The plays tell the story of the Bible from beginning to
end. Every year we pick out a different theme to focus on.
Once again we partnered with the amazing YoYo (York
Schools and Youth Trust). Tony Bower from YoYo wrote the
plays and supported the children and staff to put them
together.
It was an amazing performance from every child there
that day. Children performed to a packed Holy Trinity
Church in Heworth. We were stunned by the quality of the
children’s performances. There were times when their
acting made us laugh and times when they made us cry
(nearly anyway!) A huge well done to our amazing children
and staff as they told the greatest story of all! We still
continue to receive positive comments from those who
attended.

www.pathfindermat.co.uk

“I really enjoyed roaring like a lion
in our scene which tells the story
of Gideon. We also got to shout
as loud as we can.”
Thomas Smith, Year 6
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At New Earswick, we have been celebrating Easter with
a twist. This year, pupils and families were asked to
create an egg based on a famous historical event or
person. We were blown away by the creative choices
which included: the ‘eggstinction’ of the dinosaurs, ‘Egg
Sheran and Tutaheggmun’.
The winners won a family trip to go bowling and
runners up from each class received a chocolate egg.
The eggs will go on display in school to make a history
timeline. Don’t worry! The eggs were plastic so should
last a great deal longer than a boiled one!
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This term, we have celebrated the achievements of our
Friendship Ambassadors; a group of children in Key
Stage 2 who have been trained by The Diana Award to
promote positive relationships and prevent bullying at
Rufforth Primary School.
The ambassadors have now achieved their
Wellbeing Badge, awarded for the compassionate and
creative actions that they have undertaken since
September to prevent bullying and promote a positive,
united culture in school.
The Friendship Ambassadors have planned events
and actions to help children understand what bullying
is and to give pupils tools for dealing with any worries
they have around their friendships. They have
demonstrated a commitment to helping children during
play times by setting up a buddy system to ensure
everyone has someone to talk to or play with. The
Helping Hands posters and communication box
demonstrates their dedication to offering support when
it is needed. A pathway and parade of windmills
covered in positive affirmations was a wonderful way to
launch the ambassadors’ work. Furthermore, they led a
pupil survey which informed their Child-Friendly AntiBullying Policy, shared with all pupils and
parents and displayed around school.
The Friendship
Ambassadors have
shown great dedication
so far this year and we
are very much looking
forward to their work
towards their next
badge, Online Safety.

www.pathfindermat.co.uk
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News from our schools

The weeks seem to be flying by at St
Lawrence’s and our children have
worked incredibly with their learning
and with many wider curriculum
opportunities that we have been able
to provide for them this year.
We have had a big focus on
‘Perseverance’ which links to our
value of ‘Courage’ - even when things
seem tough. Year 6 have epitomised
this when they went to Kingswood for
their Outdoor Activity trip. It was
great to see them all pulling together
as a team, supporting and
encouraging each other and giving
things a go that they wouldn’t
normally do. This was followed by the
theme of Justice. The children have
been learning that treating people
fairly doesn’t always mean that
people should be treated equally - a
difficult concept to understand. They

recognised that often,
people need different
things in order to
achieve the same
goal. They have also
be discussing the difficulties that
Ukraine are facing and how that links
to the value of Justice.
All year groups have been able to
go on trips this year which we have
been so happy about. Year 2 have
walked into York as part of their
Geography topic while Year 4 have
been to visit the Van Gogh experience
as part of their ‘Starry Nights’ theme.
Year 3 showed lots of perseverance
during a visit to Archbishop Holgate’s
School for a Tag Rugby contest.
Despite having very little experience,
the children showed true grit and
determination in getting the ball over
the line.

Learning the importance of being a
good citizen and following rules is a
fundamental life lesson and also one
that is highlighted through the modern
British Values.
At Tang Hall, we want to support
and encourage our pupils to make the
right choices and we celebrate this by
awarding ‘Dojo’ points to the children
who we see following our school rules.
The children bank their points and can
spend them at the end of each term to
purchase rewards on our special
whole school celebration day. The
more points you have the better the
rewards will be!
This term, our reward day was on
Thursday and the children were able
to choose between a wide range of
exciting activities including a session

with the York City Knights, a mobile
climbing wall which visited our
playground for the day, new age
curling and much more.
Our reward days have become
a real highlight of the school
year for both staff and pupils.
It positively supports their
personal development as
well as offering new experiences
and enrichment opportunities for all.
The pupils really look forward to it
and have shared many positive
comments about the day:
“You get to choose experiences
which you might never have the
chance to do when you grow up.”
“Throughout the term you have
something to aim for and it makes you
proud of what you have achieved.”

www.pathfindermat.co.uk

This is also reflected in children’s
work in school. We asked Year 6 what
they liked about their learning and
Leyla’s response was:
“I personally love learning things in
school, including worship and PE. I’ve
learned so much in my time here and I
know my class can agree. Everyone
can work quietly and if they are very
quick with their work, there are many
challenges so you are always
learning! If you have trouble with
certain subjects we have lots of help
such as boosters and little groups
(maths and reading). I’m glad that this
school has so many ways to improve
anyone’s learning and skills.”

Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust | 7
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Easter Word Search
Train to teach
at Pathfinder
Are you interested in training to
become a teacher? The Pathfinder
Teaching School Hub provides Initial
Teacher Training for both primary
and secondary trainees through the
Schools Direct programme. These
courses combine in-school training
with the latest research-led practice
delivered by our partner universities.
We currently have vacancies for
our teacher training courses starting
in September 2022 and are looking
for people who have a degree, a
passion for teaching and who want
to inspire young people to fulfil their
potential. If this sounds like you,
contact us to find out about the
teacher training opportunities we
have available. Call 01904 806900
or email info@tsh.pmat.academy.
You can also find out more on our
website pathfinder-tsh.co.uk.
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Easter Quiz

01904 806000
info@pmat.academy
www.pathfindermat.co.uk
@PathfinderMAT
Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust is an exempt
charity registered in England and Wales.
Company Number: 07559610.
Registered Office: Archbishop Holgate’s School,
Hull Road, York YO10 5ZA.

8 | Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust

QUESTION 6
Cadbury first started making their
famous Creme Egg in…?

A: Goddess

A: 1951

B: God

C: Food

B: 1971

C: 1991

QUESTION 2
Easter Sunday is preceded by a 40 day
period known as…?

QUESTION 7
In April 2011, a record breaking
chocolate egg was made weighing…?

A: Advert

A: 7200kg

B: Whitsun

C: Lent

B: 10,200kg

C: 13,200kg

QUESTION 3
The Thursday just before Easter
Sunday is known as ‘Maundy Thursday’.

QUESTION 8
The origins of the Easter Bunny can be
traced to a region of…?

TRUE or FALSE?

A: France

QUESTION 4
According to tradition, hot cross buns
are made without which ingredient…?

QUESTION 9
All over the world, Easter Sunday is
always celebrated in April.

A: Salt

TRUE or FALSE?

B: Flour

C: Dairy products

B: England

C: Canada

QUESTION 5
The Cadbury chocolate company made
their first chocolate Easter egg in…?

QUESTION 10
What do Australian’s use to symbolise
Easter instead of a rabbit…?

A: 1875

A: Koala

B: 1925

C: 1965

B: Bilby

C: Kangaroo

ANSWERS Q1: A, Q2: C, Q3: TRUE, Q4: C, Q5: A, Q6: B, Q7: A, Q8: A, Q9: FALSE, Q10: B

Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust
Archbishop Holgate’s School
Hull Road, York YO10 5ZA

QUESTION 1
The word ‘Easter’ comes from the
name of an Anglo Saxon…?
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