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As we look forward to the Christmas
break I would like to thank all families
for your support over the past 14 weeks.
For children in Reception and Year 7 this
will mark their first term in a Pathfinder
school and I hope this has been an
enjoyable and successful start to their
school journey.
Despite the disruption of the past 18
months, our schools have continued to
thrive and I am incredibly proud that
this has been recognised in the recent
Ofsted outcomes at three of our schools.

Pathfinder
schools
Pathfinder Multi Academy
Trust was formed in
August 2016, initially
between four schools.
Today, we are ten schools
strong, soon to be 11,
serving more than 4,000
students and their
families across York.

Successful schools are more than exam
results and Ofsted judgements and at
Pathfinder we remain committed to
providing children with the best allround education through excellent
teaching, an inspirational curriculum
and enriching experiences outside of
the classroom.
I would like to wish students, parents
and staff a safe and relaxing Christmas
and a Happy New Year!
Andrew Daly, Chief Executive Officer

Pathfinder Teaching School Hub
celebrates successful first term
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Archbishop
Holgate’s
School
OUTSTANDING IN ALL AREAS
“Archbishop Holgate’s is an
exceptional place for pupils
to learn. The school’s values
of justice, compassion,
forgiveness and trust are at
the heart of every aspect of
school life.”

Ofsted success for
three Pathfinder
schools

Read the Ofsted report

Clifton with
Rawcliffe
Primary School
GOOD IN ALL AREAS
“Pupils thrive at the school.
They feel happy. They play
and work together
harmoniously. Everyone
contributes to the warm and
welcoming feel of the school.”
Read the Ofsted report

Hempland
Primary
School
GOOD IN ALL AREAS
“Pupils talk very positively
about their school. They
describe their teachers as
caring, and learning as fun.
Pupils understand and apply
the school values of respect,
opportunity, ambition and
resilience to all they do. These
values are woven through the
school curriculum.”
Read the Ofsted report
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Headteacher Andrew Daly with students at Archbishop Holgate’s School judged outstanding by Ofsted

Three Pathfinder schools have been
celebrating successful Ofsted outcomes
this term. Archbishop Holgate’s School
was judged outstanding in all areas and
Clifton with Rawcliffe Primary School
and Hempland Primary School were
both rated good in all areas.
During Archbishop Holgate’s Ofsted,
inspectors assessed the quality of
education, behaviour and attitudes of
pupils, their personal development, the
sixth form provision, the leadership and
management of the school and its
overall effectiveness, judging all areas
to be outstanding and concluding that:
“Archbishop Holgate’s School is an
exceptional place for pupils to learn.”
Highlighting the many areas in which
the school excels, the report praised the
quality of the curriculum and teaching
and learning; the extra-curricular
opportunities available; the behaviour
and attitudes of pupils and the wider
personal development opportunities.
Clifton with Rawcliffe’s report
praised the conduct of pupils describing
it as exemplary and that the pupils are
polite and courteous to each other. The
wide range of subjects pupils learn was
an area inspectors found the school
does particularly well, noting: “Leaders
and teachers are ambitious for all
pupils. Teachers know how to get the

best out of their pupils.” The report also
recognised the clubs and residentials
the school provides to support pupils’
learning and personal development and
the importance leaders place on pupils
developing their character. One parent
at the school told inspectors: “While this
is quite a large primary school, it has a
lovely, friendly and welcoming
atmosphere.”
Inspectors at Hempland found the
curriculum planning as a real strength of
the school, saying: “Leaders have made
rapid improvements during the last year
to construct a well-planned and
sequenced curriculum. Subject leaders
have developed a curriculum that builds
on what pupils have learned and
prepares them for future learning.” The
report also praised the inclusivity of the
school, in particular, the planning and
adaptions for pupils with special
educational needs and disabilities. The
report reflected the positive views that
both pupils and staff have about the
school noting that pupils talk very
positively about their school and staff
are proud to work at the school and feel
well supported.
These outcomes are testament to the
positive attitudes and hard work of
pupils, staff, governors and families at
each of the schools.
www.pathfindermat.co.uk
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Our visit to Bewerley Park Outdoor
Learning Centre was a highlight of the
year for Year Six pupils at Acomb
Primary School – a true test of their
nerve with icy gorge walking, rock
scrambling, exploring the depths of a
disused lead mine and conquering the
leap of faith after a climb up a 10
metre pole. The pupils relished
challenges that some of them never
dreamed about and achieved an
incredible amount over the course of
the week. Bewerley Park staff took
them beyond their comfort zones; it
was a test for their resilience.
Although one of our aims of the
trip is to have fun, there are also so
many other benefits: to build
teamwork skills and our ability to
achieve a shared goal; show courage
and perseverance when faced with
challenges; and to develop personal
skills and confidence. We are sure

that the skills we learnt throughout
the week can be transferred back into
the classroom and the children will
remember how they overcame
challenges and setbacks with a

York’s Civic party joined Archbishop Holgate’s School Christmas Carol service at York Minster

Having had to cancel their Christmas
service in York Mister last year due to
covid restrictions, Archbishop
Holgate’s School was pleased to be
able to welcome people to their
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annual carol service in the Nave of
York Minster on 8 December.
The carol service is a very
important occasion in the school
calendar, giving students, staff and

positive attitude and a smile on their
face. ‘Outstanding, exhilarating,
friendship making – I will never forget
that week’, a comment provided by
one of our Year 6 pupils.

their friends and families the
opportunity to celebrate Christmas
together. As a recently Ofsted rated
Outstanding Church of England school
this is an important expression of the
Christian distinctiveness and
commitment to Christian values.
As a school community, as a city
and as a country, we have lived
through especially challenging times
in the last 18 months. It is for this
reason that the service explored the
theme of hope, this was reflected in
the readings, music and drama
performances by the students. We
were delighted to have the Right
Reverend, John Thomson, Bishop of
Selby, preaching and the York Civic
Party in attendance. This included the
Lord Mayor and the Sheriff of York, as
well as their consorts. The Lord Mayor,
Councillor Chris Cullwick, also read
the final lesson in the service.
This year’s collection went towards
supporting the ongoing work of York
Minster and also the school’s work to
promote and deepen their school
values of Compassion and Justice.
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News from our schools

What a term it has been! Here at Badger Hill we have
absolutely enjoyed being back in school and immersing
ourselves in a love of learning! Our theme for the term
has been ‘The Great Yorkshire Show’ which has seen
lots of exciting visits and learning linked to the city we
live in! Years 1 and 2 started the term with a open top
bus ride around the city!
In the second half of this term we have been
focusing on celebrating lots of things including Diwali,
languages day and interfaith week. Key Stage 1 and
Reception produced a fantastic nativity and Key Stage 2
held an outdoor Christmas Carol event. Here at Badger
Hill we love Christmas and this year our celebrations
will culminate with a school trip to the pantomime.
Year 6 have enjoyed a wonderful residential. They
stayed at Peat Rigg for a week and were able to take
part in a wide range of activities such as abseiling,
caving, bush craft and zip wires! It was a wonderful
opportunity for them to work on our three whole school
values of achieve, believe and create! All children
showed great courage as they attempted things which
pushed them out their comfort zone! Staff were
extremely proud of the children.
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In November we held our open morning for families
who are looking at schools for their younger children to
start in September 2022, either in our Nursery or Early
Years classes. This was a very successful event and over
50 families attended which was brilliant.
Our School Council organised tours of the school and
many children and staff supported the event by running
activities in their teaching areas for the children and
adults. This enabled us to really showcase the school at
its best with the local community.
Headteacher, Andy Herbert, gave a presentation for
families in the hall which provided an overview of the
school and our values and core purpose. Our open
morning is now an annual event, to encourage new
families to look at the school and we hope they will
choose to send their children to us.

www.pathfindermat.co.uk
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News from our schools

Creating experiences for all children has been a focus for
the autumn term. The enhancement of our curriculum has
engaged and created memorable learning opportunities
throughout the school.
All year groups have visited our local Explore Library to
look at the books and find out what the library has to offer.
As part of their ‘People who help us’ topic, Early Years
invited firefighters from York Fire station to come and
speak about fire safety. Children also had a chance to sit in
the fire engine and use the water hose! The Year 1 children
had a fantastic trip on the York Sightseeing tour bus where
they travelled around York and hopped off at York Minster.
Paddington Bear even went along for the ride and
marmalade sandwiches were enjoyed by all! Year 2 had a
fantastic art session with artist Monica Gabb and had the
opportunity to design and sew their own hanging bird
decorations. They look amazing! A very exciting afternoon
was had by all of our Year 3 children when they visited
York Theatre Royal to watch the pantomime Cinderella.
The children were utterly inspired and enjoyed every
minute! To round off the work on The Lion, The Witch and

We have had an incredibly sporty
term at Heworth this autumn.
Children and staff are relishing having
more opportunities now available to
us as life has returned to something
more similar to normal. We have
enjoyed learning new sports, playing
together in teams and getting fitter
and healthier.
Our not yet confident swimmers in
Years 4 and 5 have started swimming
lessons again back at Archbishop
Holgate’s pool. The children are very
happy to be back in a pool again to
learn an incredibly important part of
their education.
Most children in Key Stage 2 have
had the opportunity to develop their
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The Wardrobe, the Year 4 children had a Narnia themed
drama day, which was supported by Mud Pie Arts. During
their Egyptian day, Year 5 travelled back in time to work
through different ruling dynasties of Ancient Egypt. They
handled artefacts over 4000 years old as well as acting out
a mummification, burial ceremony and hunting on the Nile!
Discovering more about the First and Second World
Wars was the key focus of our Year 6 visit to Eden camp.
They have also enjoyed a tour of York to find out about our
local World War history as well as using primary historical
sources including a wedding dress made from a parachute!

rugby skills with
weekly lessons from
the York City Knights.
This has involved learning how to
pass, tackle and dodge the opposition.
Last month every child in school took
part in the Heworth Marathon. This
event coincided with the weekend of
the York Marathon back in October.
Every class ran the equivalent of a
marathon or more (when the total
distance of every child in a class was
added up). It was a fantastic morning
on the Heworth Stray. We had music,
a visit from Claire Douglas our ward
local councillor and lots of beautiful
sunshine! This was one of the first
whole school community events in a
long time and it certainly had the feel
good factor! As a school, we raised
almost £2000. Half of the money was

donated to the Jane Tomlinson cancer
appeal, a quarter to our school library
and a quarter to our Friends of
Heworth fund.
And finally… after years of
dreaming and saving up, we have
finally finished the development of
the sports area of our playground.
Three years ago, it consisted of a
concrete surface with two plastic
goals that fell down every time they
were hit by a football. However, we
now have an artificial grass surface,
with a MUGA at either end. And… the
cherry on the cake came in October
when we had a net fitted that
stretches over the whole area
meaning that we no longer lose any
balls into our neighbours’ gardens.
We are that happy we are calling it
the Eighth Wonder of the World!
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Community has been the theme for the term at New
Earswick and we have delivered this through our
Braver, Stronger and Smarter curriculum aims. Each
class has worked with another class or community
group to raise awareness of what our school family is
and how we contribute to the community.
Year 6 taught lots of classes how to use the
Chromebooks and Year 5 created stories and read
stories for the Reception Class. Year 5 also began a
charity collection for SASH, our MAT charity which will
continue after Christmas. Our Reception class visited
Red Lodge and sang carols outside and held Zooms
with the residents. Our Year 1 children have begun
their young leaders programme as well!
Our work with St Andrews Church also continues as
volunteers visit us weekly to run an Oasis Club which
focuses on wellbeing. Finally, all of our pupils sent
Christmas pictures to Dunelm so that these could be
shared with vulnerable families.

This Autumn term has seen the return of school visits,
trips and opportunities to enrich our curriculum. Our
Year 1 and Year 2 children set out to learn more about
our beautiful village by using Google maps, real maps
and even creating their own maps to navigate around
Rufforth and visit key buildings and points of interest.
The village post office was the focus of a visit for our
Early Years children who have been learning all about
people who can help us. They wrote their own letters
and posted them, finding out about how the postal
system works and even meeting our local postman,
Mr Stamp!
Our Key Stage 2 children have been further afield
and back in time. Year 5 and Year 6 hosted a delicious
Eastern European buffet to complement their learning
in Geography. We certainly have some budding chefs at
Rufforth!
To support learning in History, Year 3 and Year 4
pupils visited Murton Park where they travelled back in
time to a Stone Age village. They learnt all about life
during this period and up to the Iron Age. To launch
their topic, children experienced what it would be like
to have to build your own home in a fantastic den
building day. Great teamwork, problem solving and
creative thinking ensured that some of the shelters
even passed the waterproof test!
Finally, our Christmas celebrations have been in full
swing with the Class 1 and 2 nativity and Key Stage 2
carol service. Parties, panto and craft days are also part
of the festivities at Rufforth. Merry Christmas!
Left, children
travelled back in
time to a Stone Age
village in a trip to
Murton Park
Below, great
teamwork and
problem solving
on display
with den
building
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News from our schools

We believe that our children can
change the world in which they live in
for the better. Over the year, we have
challenged the children to do this
through our Agents of Change topic.
In Reception and Nursery they are
asking the question 'Why do our teeth
decay?' This term the children will be
learning about what happens to teeth
when they are not looked after. This
will help them to look after
themselves as they grow up.
Year 1 and Year 2 are becoming
Community Influencers. They will be
sharing words of wisdom amongst
their school friends and into the
wider community by creating a
unique rock pattern with words on the
underside that inspires change. The
rocks will be created by the children
and their families in a community
rock painting session. The children

will then hide the rocks for other
children and their families to find.
Year 3 will be Lifestyle Changers
by piloting a lending library in school,
to make reading accessible to all. If
successful, they intend on taking this
project further by setting up a lending
library in the local community, to
promote sharing and good will.
Our Year 4s are looking at how
they can use their Consumer Powers
by focusing on how we can contribute
to saving bees from extinction. They
have already talked about what it
means to be a courageous advocate,
and they’re ready to learn a lot more
about what we can do to stand up for
these little guys!
Year 5 are participating in the
Archbishop of York Youth Trust Young
Leaders Award. This will involve them
considering what makes a good

leader and studying some examples
of inspirational leaders, including
Malala Yousafzai and Greta Thunberg.
Later, in term 2, they will look closely
at issues in communities on different
scales, from local, through national to
global. Finally, the class will decide on
a project and they will become
'Agents of Change' in our community.
And finally, Year 6 are looking at
what it means to be a good leader what qualities are needed and
examples of different types of leader.
They will then focus on Marcus
Rashford and how he influenced
Decision Makers to help stop food
poverty. They will then decide on a
project and try and make a change.
They will need to use everything we
have learned to influence those
people who can help us to make a
difference.

Tang Hall Primary School started their celebrations early
for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022 by planting a tree
donated by the Queen’s Green Tree Canopy.
The Vice Lord-Lieutenant of North Yorkshire, Chris
Legard, visited Tang Hall in October to commence the
Queen’s Green Canopy project, a unique tree planting
initiative created to mark Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee
which invites people from across the United Kingdom
to ‘Plant a Tree for the Jubilee’. Everyone from individuals
to Scout and Girlguiding groups, villages, cities, counties
and schools are being encouraged to play their part to
enhance our environment by planting trees during the
official planting season between October to March.
Headteacher, Mrs Slack, said: “We all feel very
privileged and proud to be one of the schools chosen for
this event. We have identified an area of the school which
can be viewed by the community on Sixth Avenue to
ensure everyone can enjoy our gift. We will be enhancing
the area further to create a Platinum Jubilee Garden which
can be enjoyed by all pupils and our community.”
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Have you thought
about becoming a
school governor?
Governors play an essential role within
our academy trust and are responsible
for overseeing the strategic leadership
and educational performance of their
school. In practice, our Local Governing
Committees (LGCs) monitor the progress
the school is making; set targets for
school improvement; monitor the
school’s budget and determine and
approve school-level policies. LGC
meetings take place six times a year and
we also encourage governors to take an
active role in the life of their school.
New governors receive a full induction
from our Governance Support Service.
Additional training is also available for
governors throughout the school year.
If this sounds like something you
would be interested in, we are currently
looking for committed and enthusiastic
people with a range of skills to join the
LGCs at our schools.
To find out more, visit the ‘Become a
School Governor’ page on our website
at pathfinder.academy. If you would like
to become a governor, please contact us
by emailing info@pmat.academy.

Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust
Archbishop Holgate’s School
Hull Road, York YO10 5ZA

Pathfinder Teaching
School Hub celebrates
successful first term
In February 2021, Archbishop
Holgate’s was selected to lead one
of the government’s new teaching
school hubs, a national network of
87 school-led centres of excellence
for teacher training and leadership
development.
The Pathfinder Teaching School
Hub officially launched in September
and works in partnership across the
Ryedale, Scarborough and York
region to provide high-quality
training and continuous professional
development for teachers at every
stage of their career.
During the autumn term, the Hub
began delivery of the new Early
Career Framework induction
programme for teachers in the first
two years of their career. The newly
revised National Professional
Qualifications for school leaders also
launched in November with the next
cohort due to begin February 2022.
The Hub is playing a lead role in
the region’s covid recovery plans,
delivering a range of training and
development opportunities. With a
focus on high quality teaching,
targeted academic support and
wider non-academic strategies
these measures aim to improve
outcomes and ensure
students are able
to achieve their
full potential.

Train to teach
at Pathfinder
Are you interested in training to
become a primary or secondary
school teacher? The Pathfinder
Teaching School Hub provides
Initial Teacher Training for both
primary and secondary trainees
through the Schools Direct
programme. These courses blend
in-school training with the latest
research-led practice undertaken
at our partner universities.
We currently have vacancies
for our teacher training courses
starting in September 2022 and
are looking for people who have a
degree, a passion for teaching and
who want to inspire young people
to fulfil their potential.
If this sounds like you, contact
us to find out about the teacher
training opportunities we have
available. Call 01904 806900 or
email info@tsh.pmat.academy.
You can also find out more on our
website pathfinder-tsh.co.uk.

01904 806000
info@pmat.academy
www.pathfindermat.co.uk
@PathfinderMAT
Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust is an exempt
charity registered in England and Wales.
Company Number: 07559610.
Registered Office: Archbishop Holgate’s School,
Hull Road, York YO10 5ZA.
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