
Weekly Newsletter 
Providing an excellent education from age 2 to 19 26 February 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We hope that all families had a safe and relaxing half 

term. Our schools are very much looking forward to 

welcoming back all students and staff on 8 March. 

We have been busy working alongside Headteachers to 

review government guidance to ensure our schools 

continue to have all of the necessary measures in place 

and can open safely on 8 March. The social distancing 

and preventive measures schools should follow remain 

largely the same as when schools opened in September. 

Children returning to our primary schools will be very 

familiar with these measures, having followed them 

throughout the autumn term. The main difference 

secondary school students will experience is the 

introduction of voluntary coronavirus testing. Students 

in secondary school will also be required to wear a face 

covering in more of their lessons. Our schools are 

currently reviewing their risk assessments and these will 

be available on the Trust and school websites. 

Headteachers will also be in contact with parents and 

carers about the arrangements in your child’s school.  

St Barnabas Primary looking to join Pathfinder 

We are pleased to announce that the governing board  

at St Barnabas CE Primary School is exploring the 

possibility of joining Pathfinder. The school is currently 

consulting with parents, staff and the wider community 

to get their views and feedback on the proposal.  

St Barnabas has been working with staff from several 

Pathfinder schools throughout this school year to 

develop best practice in teaching and learning. We are 

looking forward to the possibility of welcoming  

St Barnabas to the Trust and the further opportunities 

for collaboration this will bring. 

New schools guide for parents 

The Guardian has launched a new schools guide to help 

parents find key information and data about secondary 

schools. Schools are judged on 10 indicators, including 

academic progress and attainment, attendance, 

performance of particular groups, admissions, financial 

stability and the quality of the local environment. The 

guide uses the latest Department for Education data to 

create scores for each secondary school. Click the 

following link to search for a secondary school: 

www.theguardianschoolsguide.co.uk 

Have a safe and enjoyable weekend. 

The Pathfinder Operations Team  

Excellent learning from home  

and in our schools this week! 

Children at St 

Lawrence’s Primary 

have been busy 

tidying the school’s 

greenhouse and 

prepping raised 

beds ready for 

planting! 

Year 6 at Acomb Primary have been baking their  

own bread following a live cook-along session with 

the school’s kitchen staff.  

Class 1 at Rufforth 

Primary have been 

painting astronauts, 

building rockets and 

making stars as part 

of their space topic. 

Excellent effort from Archbishop Holgate’s students 

during their online orchestra rehearsal this week.  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-home
https://www.theguardianschoolsguide.co.uk/
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City of York Council  

COVID-19 Helpline 

If you're struggling to manage, or you don't have 

any support, but need it because of COVID-19, we 

may be able to help you through this difficult time. 

Contact us by email: covid19help@york.gov.uk or 

telephone: 01904 551550. 

Financial support from City of York Council: 

 find out about business grants 

 apply for a self-isolation support payments 

 find out about the Winter Support Grant 

 find out about benefits and other financial 

support 

Visit the Coronavirus information page on the City 

of York Council website for more information about 

council services and to register for regular updates: 

https://www.york.gov.uk/coronavirus 

Lockdown times can be hard. 

Family Matters York still 

have spaces on some of their 

Parenting Courses.  

Handling Anger in the Family  

Monday afternoons 12.45 to 2.45pm for 4 weeks 

starting 1 March, online via Zoom.  

Monday evenings 7.15 to 9pm for 4 weeks starting 

1 March, online via Zoom.  

Tuesday mornings 9.30 to 11.30am for 4 weeks 

starting 2 March, online via Zoom.  

To book a place or for further information please 

contact: Helen Atkinson on 07393 147259 email 

helenatkinson@fmy.org.uk or you can find more 

information about our courses on our website 

https://fmy.org.uk/parenting  

Coronavirus symptoms 
With the return to schools in just over a week’s time,  

we thought it is worthwhile reminding everyone of the 

coronavirus symptoms. The most effective way to 

protect students and staff is to minimise the chance of 

the virus being brought into our schools therefore, it is 

vital that we all remain vigilant of the covid symptoms: 

 a high temperature – this means you feel hot to 

touch on your chest or back (you do not need to 

measure your temperature). 

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a 

lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing 

episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it 

may be worse than usual). 

 a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – 

this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste 

anything, or things smell or taste different to normal. 

If your child or anyone in your household or support/

childcare bubble has any of these symptoms (however 

mild) your child must not come into school you should 

arrange a coronavirus test as soon as possible by calling 

119 or visiting: www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test.  

Do not send your child to school if a member of your 

household or support/childcare bubble is going for a 

Covid test or awaiting a test result. All members of your 

household and support/childcare bubble must self-

isolate until you receive a negative test result. If the 

result is positive, all members of your household and 

support/childcare bubble must continue to self-isolate 

as per the government guidance. When you receive a 

test result please inform your child’s school as soon as 

possible, even if it is negative. 

Only individuals with coronavirus symptoms should 

go for a test.  

Coronavirus information and advice 

We have updated the coronavirus information and 

advice page on the Pathfinder website with details 

about the reopening of schools on 8 March. Click 

the links below for a letter and guide for parents.  

Returning to School – Letter to Parents 

Returning to School – Parent Guide 

mailto:covid19help@york.gov.uk
https://www.york.gov.uk/information-businesses/covid-19-business-rates-grants
https://www.york.gov.uk/selfisolate
https://www.york.gov.uk/WinterSupportGrant
https://www.york.gov.uk/COVIDFinancialHelp
https://www.york.gov.uk/COVIDFinancialHelp
https://www.york.gov.uk/coronavirus
mailto:helenatkinson@fmy.org.uk
https://fmy.org.uk/parenting
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://pathfinder.academy/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Returning-to-School-Letter-to-Parents.pdf
https://pathfinder.academy/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Returning-to-School-Parent-Guide.pdf

