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 In our schools this week… 

With half term fast approaching, I wanted to get in 

touch with parents and carers to thank you for your 

support for our schools over the past six weeks. These 

remain challenging times but I am immensely proud of 

how the students and staff across all ten schools in our 

Trust have adapted and are now thriving being back in 

the classroom. As Headteacher of Archbishop Holgate’s, 

it has been a pleasure to see so many students eager to 

be back in school learning alongside their friends and 

teachers. Each week I meet with the Headteachers in 

our nine primary schools (currently virtually) and they 

have reported the same in each of their schools.  

I would like to extend a warm welcome to the Reception 

and Year 7 students and parents who have joined 

Pathfinder schools this September. Despite the current 

circumstances, I hope that your children have settled in 

well and are enjoying their new school. 

As we have mentioned in our previous newsletters, four 

Pathfinder schools have so far been affected by positive 

coronavirus cases which have resulted in some students 

needing to self-isolate. Although we cannot guarantee 

seeing further cases in our schools, I can assure that our  

months of extensive planning have meant that we can 

respond quickly to each case and put the necessary 

measures in place. All of our schools also benefit from 

the support of Pathfinder’s Central Team which has 

been invaluable throughout the coronavirus pandemic. 

You will have seen in the news that York is being placed 

under the government’s Tier 2 Covid restrictions from 

this Saturday. We have included more information on 

how this will affect families along with other coronavirus 

guidance on the second page of this newsletter. 

We value the input of our parents and carers, if you do 

have any questions or feedback please do not hesitate 

to contact your child’s school or you can also email 

Pathfinder’s Central Team on info@pmat.academy.  

Finally, I would like to wish all of our students and their 

families a safe and enjoyable weekend. 

A huge congratulations to 

Emily who won Archbishop 

Holgate’s School Virtual 

Open Evening competition. 

She has already been to 

spend her prize of a £25 

book token for the Blue 

House Bookshop in York. 

Happy reading Emily!  

Well done to St Lawrence’s 

Primary School for having 

been nominated by York 

Music Hub to become a 

Music Mark school for the 

2020/21 academic year. The Music Mark recognises 

the value the school places on music and its 

commitment to a broad and balanced curriculum.  

Children at Acomb Primary School have been 

learning about how the UK Parliament works and 

what MPs do in an online lesson delivered by the 

staff at UK Parliament Education. 

Class 2 at Rufforth  

Primary School  

have been finding  

their way around  

Chromebook  

keyboards while  

using Dance Mat  

Typing.  

mailto:info@pmat.academy


Coronavirus: information and advice 

You can find everything you need to know, including all the latest information 

and updates on the Pathfinder website by clicking latest updates button. 
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Coronavirus Information and Guidance 

Tier 2 Covid Restrictions 

From Saturday 17 October, York along with a 

number of other regions across England, is being 

placed under Tier 2 Covid restrictions due to the 

increasing number of virus cases in the community. 

Under the new restrictions: 

 you must not socialise with anybody outside of 

your household or support bubble in any indoor 

setting, whether at home or in a public place. 

 you must not socialise in a group of more than 6 

outside, including in a garden or other spaces 

like beaches or parks (other than where specific 

exemptions apply in law). 

 businesses and venues can continue to operate, 

in a COVID-secure manner, other than those that 

remain closed in law. 

 certain businesses are required to ensure 

customers only consume food and drink while 

seated, and must close between 10pm and 5am. 

 businesses and venues selling food for 

consumption off the premises can continue to 

do so after 10pm as long as this is through 

delivery service, click-and-collect or drive-

through. 

 schools, universities and places of worship 

remain open. 

 weddings and funerals can go ahead with 

restrictions on the number of attendees. 

 exercise classes and organised sport can 

continue to take place outdoors; these will only 

be permitted indoors if it is possible for people 

to avoid mixing with people they do not live with 

or share a support bubble with, or for youth or 

disability sport. 

 you can continue to travel to venues or 

amenities that are open, for work or to access 

education, but should look to reduce the 

number of journeys you make where possible. 

Find out more about the measures that apply in 

high alert level areas to help reduce the spread of 

COVID-19.  

Face coverings in schools 

The current Public Health advice strongly recommends 

the use of face coverings in secondary schools for both 

students and staff in areas where social distancing is 

more difficult to maintain, for example, in corridors and 

social areas. Face coverings are not recommended while 

in the classroom. Archbishop Holgate’s School has been 

adopting these measures for a number of weeks and we 

are now instructing staff in our primary schools to wear 

a face covering when moving around the school and in 

areas where social distancing is not possible. Children in 

primary schools do not need to wear a face covering. 

For yours and others safety, we are also advising that 

parents and carers wear a face covering when dropping 

off and collecting children from school. 

Coronavirus symptoms 

With the number of coronavirus cases continuing to rise 

not only in York but around the country, it is vital that 

we all remain vigilant of the coronavirus symptoms: 

 a high temperature – this means you feel hot to 

touch on your chest or back (you do not need to 

measure your temperature). 

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a 

lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing 

episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it 

may be worse than usual). 

 a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – 

this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste 

anything, or things smell or taste different to normal. 

Most people with coronavirus have at least one of these 

symptoms. 

If your child or anyone in your household has any of 

these symptoms (however mild) you must not come 

into school and you should arrange a coronavirus test 

as soon as possible by calling 119 or visiting: 

www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test. 

All members of your household must self-isolate while 

someone has symptoms or has tested positive for the 

virus. For more information on self-isolating, please see: 

NHS When to self-isolate and what to do. 

https://pathfinder.academy/2072/coronavirus-information-and-advice/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-covid-alert-level-high
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-covid-alert-level-high
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
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