
Coronavirus: information and advice 

You can find everything you need to know, including all the latest information 

and updates on the Pathfinder website by clicking latest updates button. 

LATEST UPDATES 

Dear Parents and Carers 

We hope that you and your families are safe and 

well and that you have been enjoying the summer 

break so far. With the return to schools in just over 

a weeks time, we wanted to get in touch to 

reassure you of the measures we have in place in 

our schools and the arrangements for September.  

We appreciate that you and your child may have 

concerns or feel nervous about returning to 

school. This is perfectly understandable and we 

want to do everything possible to reassure and 

support all of our families. Over the next four 

pages we have provided information and advice to 

help you and your child prepare for returning to 

school in September. This information can also be 

found in our Reopening of Schools guide which 

you can read by clicking here.  

Whilst we are adopting a range of protective 

measures to keep everyone safe, we want our 

schools to feel as normal as possible when pupils 

return. The main thing children will be asked to do 

is wash their hands when they arrive at school - 

you can find some ‘handy’ instructions on how to 

do this effectively on page 5. We will also be 

asking children to follow good hygiene practices 

by using a tissue if they cough or sneeze.  

Our primary focus from September will be 

reconnecting with the children and supporting 

their return to school both educationally and 

pastorally. If you have any questions or concerns, 

please contact your child’s school in the usual way. 

We hope that you have an enjoyable last week of 

the holidays and we look forward to welcoming 

back all pupils for the start of the autumn term.  
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 GCSE and A Level celebrations  

at Archbishop Holgate’s School 
 

Congratulations and well done to the Year 11 
and Year 13 students at Archbishop Holgate’s  

on their GCSE and A Level results.  

https://pathfinder.academy/2072/coronavirus-information-and-advice/
https://pathfinder.academy/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Reopening-of-Schools-Guide-for-Parents.pdf
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The school day 

Getting to school 

Our schools will be returning 

following their usual training days 

at the start of the autumn term. 

Your child’s school will provide 

exact details on the school day 

including drop off and pick up 

times. To avoid large numbers of 

parents and children gathering 

together outside of school, it is 

essential that you leave the site as 

soon as possible after dropping 

off your child. 

School uniform 

Pupils should limit the amount of 

equipment they bring into school. 

Essentials, such as, bags, coats, 

hats, lunch boxes, books, and 

stationery are allowed. 

Equipment 

The government is advising 

people to minimise their use of 

public transport where possible 

and especially at peak times. 

Anyone over the age of 11 must 

wear a face covering when on 

public transport. You should walk 

or cycle to school or come by car 

if necessary. You should try to 

avoid sharing a car with people 

from another household who you 

are not in a support bubble with. 

Your child’s school will provide 

more information about the 

expectations for school uniform. 

Clothes worn at school do not 

need to be cleaned any more 

often than usual. 

School meals 
To begin with, our schools will 

only be able to provide a limited 

school dinner menu. Your child 

can bring a packed lunch if you 

wish and free school meals will  

be provided as normal. Attendance 
The government has stated that 

attendance will be mandatory 

from the beginning of the 

autumn term, therefore the usual 

rules on attendance will apply. 

Pupils who are self-isolating due 

to presenting with coronavirus 

symptoms, or have been exposed 

to somebody presenting with 

symptoms, must not attend 

school until the self-isolation 

period has passed or they test 

negative for coronavirus. If your 

child presents with coronavirus 

symptoms, the self-isolation 

period is 10 days; if a member of 

your household presents with 

symptoms, the self-isolation 

period for your child is 14 days. 

Wraparound care 

It is our ambition that our schools 

will run their breakfast and after 

school clubs from September. 

Your school will provide more 

details about their wraparound 

care provision. Parents should 

limit the number of different 

childcare providers used outside 

of school and seek assurances 

that they are adopting the 

required protective measures. 
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Hygiene 

Children will wash their hands as 

soon as they arrive at school and  

more frequently throughout the 

day, such as after break times and 

before and after eating. There are 

additional hand washing stations 

in each school and children will 

be supervised to ensure they are 

washing and drying their hands 

thoroughly. Hand sanitising gel 

will also be available in each 

classroom and around school. 

Minimising contact 

Cleaning 

Visiting school 

Pupils with SEND  

We understand that some pupils 

with complex needs may find the 

transition back into school life 

challenging. Our schools are 

committed to supporting each 

pupil as they return to school and 

will contact parents to discuss any 

additional provision which may 

be necessary.  

We will be limiting the amount of 

people staff and pupils come into 

contact with during the school 

day. Visitors and contractors will 

only be allowed on site if the 

school is given prior notice or if 

absolutely necessary in the case 

of an emergency. Parents and 

carers will not be allowed inside 

the school buildings unless an 

appointment is made to see the 

relevant member of staff. 

We will ensure good respiratory 

hygiene by implementing the 

’catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach,  

instructing children to use a 

tissue if they cough or sneeze 

and then dispose of it in the bin 

immediately after. Tissues and 

lidded waste bins will be made 

available in every classroom. 

To help reduce the transmission 

of coronavirus, our schools will  

be minimising contact between 

individuals and maintaining social 

distancing wherever possible. 

Pupils and staff will be in distinct 

groups which will remain separate 

throughout the school day. The 

size of groups will be determined 

by the individual school setting, 

balancing the need to prevent  

the spread of infection alongside 

delivering a broad curriculum. 

Classrooms will be well ventilated 

and adapted, where necessary, to 

support distancing, including 

seating pupils side by side and 

facing forwards, rather than face 

to face or side on. To avoid large 

gatherings, assemblies and acts  

of collective worship will not take 

place. Shared classroom based 

resources, used by the same 

group, will be cleaned regularly. 

Resources used between groups, 

such as sports equipment, will be 

cleaned frequently and between 

use by two different groups. 

Daily enhanced cleaning will take 

place in all of our schools. In 

particular, regular and thorough 

cleaning of frequently touched 

surfaces, such as table tops, door 

handles, railings etc. 
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Symptoms of  

coronavirus 

We have procedures in place for 

dealing with both potential and 

confirmed cases of Covid-19 in 

our schools. If your child presents 

with symptoms, you will be asked 

to collect them immediately. They 

will remain isolated in school and 

supervised, as necessary, until 

they are collected. You will be 

strongly advised to arrange a 

coronavirus test for your child.  

If a member of staff presents with 

symptoms, they will be sent home 

immediately and advised to get a 

test. If anyone you live with has 

symptoms, all members of the 

household must stay at home and 

self-isolate until you receive the 

test result. Please inform school 

what the result of the test is. 

If there is a confirmed case of 

Covid-19 in one our schools, we 

will be advised by the local Health 

Protection Team on the actions 

we should take which may involve 

advising some pupils and staff to 

self-isolate. Parents and carers will 

be informed of any confirmed 

cases in school and kept updated 

with all actions being taken.  
Personal Protective 

Equipment (PPE) 

Our staff will have access to PPE, 

if required, when dealing with a 

first aid or intimate care related 

situation. The relevant members 

of staff will be instructed in the 

correct use and disposal of PPE.  

The symptoms of coronavirus 

(Covid-19) are usually mild, but 

some people can become very 

unwell. The main symptoms are: 

 high temperature - this means 

you feel hot to touch on your 

chest or back (you do not need 

to measure your temperature) 

 new, continuous cough - this 

means coughing a lot for more 

than an hour, or 3 or more 

coughing episodes in 24 hours 

(if you usually have a cough, it 

may be worse than usual) 

 loss or change to your sense  

of smell or taste - this means 

you’ve noticed you cannot 

smell or taste anything, or 

things smell or taste different 

to normal. 

If your child or anyone within 

the same household has these 

symptoms, they must not come 

into school and you should 

arrange for a coronavirus test. 

For more information, please visit: 

www.nhs.uk/conditions/

coronavirus-covid-19/check-if-

you-have-coronavirus-symptoms/ 

Coronavirus testing 
We strongly advise that anyone 

with coronavirus symptoms gets 

tested as soon as possible. The 

test is free and you can book one 

online by visiting: www.nhs.uk/

ask-for-a-coronavirus-test    

What if someone in 

the school develops 

Covid-19 symptoms? 

4 
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You should wash your hands for at least 20 seconds. 

2 
Apply enough soap to 

cover your hands. 

3 
Rub your hands together. 

1 
Wet your hands with 

water. 

4 
Use one hand to rub the 

back of the other hand 

and clean in between the 

fingers. Do the same with 

the other hand.  

5 
Rub your hands together 

and clean in between 

your fingers.  

6 
Rub the back of your 

fingers against your 

palms.  

7 
Rub your thumb using 

your other hand. Do the 

same with the other 

thumb.  

8 
Rub the tips of your 

fingers on the palm of 

your other hand. Do the 

same with other hand.  

9 
Rinse your hands with 

water.  

10 
Dry your hands 

completely with a 

disposable towel.  

11 
Use the disposable towel 

to turn off the tap.  

12 
Your hands are now safe. 

How to wash your hands 
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Pathfinder Summer Challenge 
Over the summer try to complete the following 50 challenges. Once you have completed one, tick in the circle 

on the sheet. If you complete all 50 you will receive a special certificate and badge in September. Good luck! 

Research an artist and 
produce a booklet/leaflet/

poster about them. 

1 
 

Make some nature art. 
Go for a walk and collect 

items from nature you  
could use for a collage  

or to print with. 

2 

Paint a picture for your 
neighbours. 

3 

Play a board game with 
your family. 

4 

 
Ask a grown up to teach  

you a game that they used  
to play when they were 

children. 

5 

Help someone in your 
house. 

6 

Do something kind for 
someone. 

7 
 

Write down 20 things you 
are grateful for starting  
with as many different  

letters from the alphabet  
as you can. 

8 

Draw a star and write or 
draw all your talents inside. 

9 
 

Have a bake off competition 
with everyone in your house 

where everyone has to 

bake or make something  
for afternoon tea. 

10 

Write a story inspired by 
woods and trees. 

11 

Learn a new skill and write 
instructions how to do it. 

12 

Write a postcard or letter  
to someone you love. 

13

Organise and tidy your 
bedroom. 

14 

Make up a treasure hunt for 
someone in your house. 

15 

Create an obstacle course  
at home. 

16 

Make up a dance to a song 
that makes you happy. 

17 

 

Set yourself a running 
challenge, record it and  
see if you can beat your 

time/distance. 

18 

Make up a new ball game. 

19 

Make up an exercise 
routine and teach it to 

someone in your family. 

20 

Choose a book with your 
family and take turns  
reading it together. 

21 

Read a book that a friend 
has read. 

22 

Read a non-fiction book. 

23 

Read a book your parents 
enjoyed when they were 

children. 

24 

 

Keep a list of all the books 
you read over the summer 
and write a review of your 

favourite one. 

25 

Read a book that has  
poetry in. 

26 

Learn the words to your 
favourite song. 

27 

Find a recipe, read it and 
then help cook the dish  

with your family. 

28 

Learn a new card game. 

29 

Draw or make a  
fantastical beast and  

write a description of it. 

30 

 

Nature walk - on your walk 

collect lots of things in 
nature then attach them to  

a stick to show the  
story of your walk. 

31 

Build a den. 

32 

Plant some seeds. 

33 

Have a picnic together  
as a family. 

34 

Go on a mini beast hunt. 

35 

Go on a colour walk/
scavenger hunt. 

36 

Have a sing song around a 
campfire, real or pretend. 

37 

Choose a colour, go for a 
walk and take photos of 
everything you can spot  

of that colour. 

38 

Learn 10 words in a new 
language. 

39 

Draw your family as  
superheroes and describe 

their super powers! 

40 

Observe the vehicles  
outside your house for  

30 minutes and present  
the data. 

41 

Complete a jigsaw  
or puzzle. 

42 

Make a drawing out of 2D 
shapes. 

43 

Make a door sign for  
your room. 

44 

 

Take a photo of the same 
view every day for 7 days 

then describe the changes 
you notice. 

45 

 

Make a paper aeroplane, 
decorate it and measure  

the length of its flight. Can 
you make any changes to 

help it fly further? 

46 

 

Build a boat out of  
materials you have at  

home and see how well  
it floats in the bath. 

47 

Make up and carry out a 
science experiment. 

48 

Plan and have a family 
party. 

49 

Write a letter to your future 
self and tell them about the 
time you are living in now. 

50 
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