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Introduction  

‘Every child deserves the best possible start in life and support to fulfil their potential. A child’s experience in 

the early years has a major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe and happy childhood is important 

in its own right and it provides the foundation for children to make the most of their abilities and talents as 

they grow up.’ 

- Early Years Foundation Stage Profile - Department for Children, Schools and Families 3rd March 2017 

Early childhood is the foundation on which children build the rest of their lives. At St Lawrence’s Primary School we 

value greatly the importance that the EYFS plays in laying secure foundations for future learning and development.  

Aims  

 To provide a secure environment where all children feel safe and happy.  

 To provide a stimulating and engaging environment where learning is enjoyable and purposeful. 

 To provide a well-balanced curriculum for each child to develop socially, physically and intellectually. 

 Use and value what each child can do, assessing their individual needs and helping each child to progress 

and flourish. 

 To encourage all children to become independent and resourceful learners. 

 To provide equal opportunities for all children to develop to their full potential and to encourage children 

to be respectful and appreciative of others. 

 To encourage the children to develop positive relationships with their peers and adults.  

 To nurture and maintain a partnership with parents to support the development of their children.  

 To ensure smooth transitions from home to Nursery, Nursery to Reception and from the Early Years 

Foundation Stage into Key Stage 1. 

 

The Early Years – Admissions 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) applies to children from birth to the end of the Reception year.  

Nursery (Owlets Class): Children can start the term after their third birthday dependent on admissions and can 

continue in the nursery class until they reach the end of the academic year.    

Reception (Owl Class): Children start in Reception in the September after their fourth birthday. 
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The Early Years Foundation Stage  

We follow the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum. This document encompasses ‘The Characteristics of 

Effective Learning’ and ‘The Early Years Outcomes’.  

The EYFS is grouped into four themes:  

•  A Unique Child  

•  Positive Relationships  

•  Enabling environments  

•  Learning and Development  

 

The Characteristics of Effective Learning are:  

•  Playing and Exploring  

•  Active Learning  

•  Creative and Thinking Critically  

The aim of the EYFS is to ensure the whole child develops through fostering and supporting children’s learning, 

development, and welfare. 

 

The Learning and Development theme of the EYFS is made up of seven areas. All areas are inter connected and are 

of equal importance. The areas of Learning and Development are:  

Prime Areas 

1. Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

2. Communication and Language  

3. Physical Development  

 

Specific Areas 

4. Mathematics  

5. Literacy  

6. Understanding the World  

7. Expressive Arts and Design 
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Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

We help children to come to understand who they are and what they can do.  We support children to come to 

understand themselves in relation to others, how they make friends, understand the rules of society and how to 

behave towards others.  We support children to understand their own and others’ feelings and develop their ability 

to be empathetic – to see things from another person’s point of view.   

In the EYFS, personal, social and emotional development includes three aspects of children’s learning and 

development: 

● making relationships 

● managing feelings and behaviour 

● self-confidence and self-awareness. 

 

Communication and Language 

This covers all aspects of language development and provides a foundation for the core literacy skills. We provide 

opportunities for children to develop competence in speaking through a rich language environment.  We encourage 

children to develop their confidence and skills in expressing themselves effectively, sharing their experiences and 

having an awareness of the listeners needs. We use Helicopter adventures/stories to develop the children’s 

confidence to speak in front of others and to learn to listen to others telling their stories.  

In the EYFS, communication and language development includes three aspects of children’s learning and 

development: 

● Listening and Attention 

● Understanding 

● Speaking   

 

Physical Development 

Children are given opportunities to move in a variety of ways, use equipment, develop and practice their fine and 

gross motor skills. They will develop an increasing understanding of how their body works and what is needed to 

be healthy. This is done both indoors and outdoors and by working with a wide range of resources. The Nursery 

class will have a weekly dance and movement session that enables them to develop physical skills through games 

and activities. The Reception class will have two PE sessions each week. Both of which will carry out a range of 

activities with the children such as; ball skills and indoor/outdoor games, gymnastics and dance. 

In the EYFS, physical development includes two aspects of children’s learning and development: 

● Health and self-care 

● Moving and handling 
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Mathematics - Numberblocks/White Rose  UFOs calculation policy? 

We aim for children to achieve mathematical understanding, develop skills to help them solve practical problems 

and use age appropriate mathematical language. Children begin to learn numbers through singing nursery rhymes 

and by taking part in number activities. This is then enhanced to children having the ability to use and apply number 

in a variety of contexts. Children are given opportunities to learn about number, addition, subtraction, shape, space, 

position, pattern and measures. Towards the end of the Early Years Foundation Stage children are provided 

opportunities to learn about money and how to solve simple calculations. In Reception we follow the White Rose 

maths scheme supported by Numberblocks and towards the end of the year they begin to learn to use UFOs to 

support their understanding of the four operations.  

In the EYFS, mathematics development includes two aspects of children’s learning and development: 

● Number 

● Shape, space and measure 

 

Literacy  

We enable children to develop their fine and gross motor skills by independently accessing areas of provision that 

promote the development of these skills. These could be sand, water, painting, small world, small construction and 

writing areas.  They will take part in teacher led activities to develop their reading and writing skills. Nursery children 

will take part in daily, short, teacher-led sessions.  These sessions will have a focus such as phonics (Phase 1 – Letters 

and Sounds), story time, singing and rhyme.  Reception children will take part in whole class shared reading sessions, 

weekly 1:1 reading with a member of staff, small group guided reading activities and weekly teacher supported 

writing tasks.  Reception pupils will also participate in a daily phonics sessions, following the guidance in the “Letters 

& Sounds” document.  We also provide opportunities throughout the provision for children to see the purpose in 

writing and reading by providing story books and examples of writing in areas of provision. The use of Helicopter 

Adventures (Nursery) and Helicopter Stories (Reception) will provide children with opportunities to learn how to 

tell a story which in turn will support writing a story.  

In the EYFS, literacy development includes two aspects of children’s learning and development: 

● Reading 

● Writing 

Understanding the World  

We provide opportunities for children to learn about and make sense of the world around them by playing in and 

exploring their natural environment.  We carry out visits to our ‘Forest School’ area and children have access to our 

outdoor area daily.  We encourage investigations around living things and enrich our curriculum by providing first 

hand real life experiences.  We provide opportunities for children to learn and talk about people who are important 

in their lives and enable them to understand about similarities and differences between themselves and others, 

and among families, communities and traditions. Children are also given opportunities to develop computing skills 

and to work with and use modern technology. As a Church of England school the children participate in weekly RE 

lessons, which teaches children about Christians as well as other faiths and their beliefs.  
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In the EYFS, understanding the world development includes three aspects of children’s learning and development: 

● The World 

● People and Communities 

● Technology 

 

Expressive Arts and Design 

We provide opportunities for all children to explore and share their thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety 

of art, design, technology, music, drama, movement, dance and imaginative play activities. Children are given 

opportunities to make paintings, drawings, collages, models and use musical instruments. Children also learn new 

songs and rhymes and enjoy singing them with each other. We teach children about colours, discover what happens 

when those colours are mixed, and sort and match them through various activities. During their time at St. 

Lawrence’s the children are given the opportunity to ‘perform’, this could be in our daily Helicopter Story’ sessions, 

school plays or sharing assemblies.  Once settled into full time school, the Reception class will join the whole school 

for a weekly celebration assembly. 

In the EYFS, expressive arts and design development includes three aspects of children’s learning and development: 

● Exploring and using media and materials 

● Being Imaginative  

 

The Learning Environment  
 
The Foundation Stage classrooms are organised to allow children to explore and learn securely and safely. There 

are areas where children are able to be active, quiet or creative specific to their needs. Children have access to 

both inside and outside areas across the day; this has a positive effect on the children’s development. The 

Foundation Stage has its own secure outdoor play area.  

 
Outside  

We have an amazing outside learning space which children have access to each day. Whatever the weather, there 

are always opportunities for children to explore and learn outside.  The outside area is an extension of our 

continuous provision and there are a variety of resources that facilitate outdoor learning, such as large bricks and 

crates, a mud kitchen, wheeled vehicles and water play. EYFS staff provide planned activities for children as well as 

giving opportunities for them to make their own choices.  

Forest Schools 

Through our Forest School session we encourage and inspire children through positive outdoor experiences.  There 

is a small woodland area that is regularly visited by the children in Early Years at least once a week, throughout the 

year and in all weathers.  Every child has the opportunity to learn about their natural environment, how to handle 

risks and most importantly to use their own initiative to solve problems and co-operate with others. Children use 

full sized tools, play, learn boundaries of behaviour; both physical and social, establish and grow in confidence, self-

esteem and become self-motivated.  We provide waterproof clothing so that children are protected.   



 

8 
 

Assessment, Recording and Reporting 
 
Planning  
Curriculum planning is split into 3 sub-headings:  
1. Long Term Planning – Our long term planning enables staff to ensure appropriate coverage of the EYFS skills 
across each academic year. We ensure children are provided with the opportunities to re-visit skills in order to 
‘master’ them and apply them to a variety of context. The skills progression is taken from the whole school planning.  
2. Medium Term Planning – Our medium term planning outlines themes or children’s interests as well as skills 
taken from the whole school planning to be completed that half term.  
3. Short Term Planning – Our short term plans include activities that will be available on a weekly and daily basis. 
They include child initiated, adult initiated and adult led tasks. Staff in the EYFS plan each week based on the 
children’s needs and interests.  Daily phonic, math and writing plans are also provided for children in Reception and 
Nursery.  
 
The Early Learning Goals provide the basis for planning throughout the Foundation Stage. Teachers use the national 
schemes of work, where appropriate, to support their planning for individual children. The planning objectives 
within the Foundation Stage are from the Development Matters Statements from the Early Years Foundation Stage 
document 
 
Observations   Seesaw - Cross Curricular  
Early Years staff use observations as the basis for planning. Staff are skilled at observing children to identify their 
achievements, interests and next steps for learning. These observations allow staff to identify next steps for 
individual and groups of children.  Significant observations are recorded in the children’s Learning Journals on an 
online assessment tool named Tapestry. 
 
Tapestry  

‘An online journal recording all the learning and fun of children's early years’ education’ 
 - Tapestry. 

We use Tapestry to record, track and celebrate children’s progress whilst in Early Years.  It is a useful tool that 
enables teachers to monitor development and learning.  We recognise parents as the first educators in children’s 
lives and want to continue to celebrate that by enabling parents to upload special moments in learning and 
development achieved at home.   
 
Observations and photographs are also added to the school’s Seesaw account to demonstrate the teaching and 
learning  in Early Years.  
 
 
Assessment  
During the first half term in Nursery and Reception, the teacher assesses the ability of each child using a baseline 
activity. These assessments allow us to identify patterns of attainment within the cohorts, in order to adjust the 
teaching programme for individual children and groups of children.  
 
The Foundation Stage Profile is the nationally employed assessment tool that enables teachers to record their 
observations at the end of the Foundation Stage, and to summarise their pupils’ progress towards the Early Learning 
Goals. It covers each of the seven areas of learning contained in the curriculum guidance for the Foundation Stage. 
We record each child’s level of development against the 17 early Learning goals as Emerging, Expected or Exceeding.  
 
 
Assessment in the Foundation Stage takes the form of both formal and informal observations, photographic 
evidence and through planned activities. Assessment is completed regularly and involves both the teacher and 
other adults, as appropriate. The collection of assessment data in the Foundation Stage Profile is a statutory 
requirement. The teacher keeps progress records, an online learning journal and examples of each child’s work.  
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The progress children make during their time in Nursery and Reception is shared with parents at each parental 
consultation meeting. Tracking grids are updated at the end of each term. This provides a summary sheet for each 
child which feeds into the whole-school assessment and tracking process. We record each child’s level of 
development to be emerging, developing or securely working within the Development Matters age-bands. 
 
At the end of the final term in Nursery and Reception the summary of these assessments is shared with the next 
teacher.  We also share this information at parent consultation meetings and in end-of-year reports. Parents receive 
an annual written report that comments on each child’s progress in each area of learning. It highlights the child’s 
strengths and development needs, and gives details of the child’s general progress.  Reception assessment is also 
shared with the Local Authority.    
 
Parent Consultations  
We believe that having strong relationships with our families is vital to ensuring children feel happy, safe and secure 
within our setting and good communication between families and school enables us to provide an environment 
where children can flourish.  We value the learning that has already taken place before a child enters our Nursery 
or Reception class and we want to work together with families to support children’s learning and development at 
home and school.  In addition to making teachers available at the start and end of a day to speak to families we 
invite parents into school three times a year for a parent consultation.  At the Nursery consultation parents will 
meet their child’s key person and the Reception parents will meet with the class teacher.   What your child has been 
learning will be discussed as well as what we have learnt about your child’s development so far and what their next 
steps are.   
 
Before the parent consultation parents will be asked to take pictures of any activities their child has done and 
upload them to Tapestry (how to do this will be explained at the parent meeting). The pictures can be of experiences 
they have had, toys they play with and anything else that informs us of their current interests and what they are 
achieving at home.  This will then help us to develop an exciting curriculum for children that links closely with their 
current interests and next steps in development.   
 
 
Key Person - nursery 

“Each child must be assigned a key person.  Their role is to ensure that every child’s care is tailored to meet their 
individual needs, to help the child become familiar with the setting, offer a settled relationship for the child and 

build relationships with the parents” -    
 – Statutory framework for the early years foundation stage 2017 
 
In Nursery, the children will be organised into key groups amongst the experienced members of staff.  Parents will 
be informed who their child’s key person is at the beginning of the school year and an opportunity to meet them 
will take place within the first half term at the parent consultation.  The responsibility for ensuring effective teaching 
and learning for all children will remain with the Early Years Teacher within the Early Years Unit.  
 
Transition  
Starting school can be a difficult time for young children; we therefore plan this time carefully to support children 
with the transition and to ensure it is as smooth as possible for each child and that they settle into their new class 
quickly and happily.  
 
Please see appendix 1.1 for adaptations during COVID (September 2020) 
 
Starting Nursery – Parents and children starting in the term after their third birthday will receive a visit from the 
Early Years Leader and the Nursery Leader.  Following the home visit parents and children will be invited to two 
settling in sessions that will take place in the Nursery classroom.  At the first settling in session parents are 
encouraged to play with their child in the provision amongst members of staff.  At the second settling in session 
parents will settle their child before moving to another room with the Early Years Leader to find out more about 
what their child will be doing whilst in Nursery, the routine of their day and what experiences we offer the children.  
The new nursery children will start their new journey into the Nursery class with a staggered entry.  This is to ensure 
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that all new nursery children are given the time and attention they need to help them to settle into the unit as 
smoothly as possible.  The dates and times of the staggered entry will be handed out at the second settling in 
session.  
 
Starting Reception – Parents of all children starting in the next academic year will be invited to an Induction 
Meeting in the Summer term to meet their child’s the Reception Class Teacher, other key staff and learn more 
about the Reception curriculum.  
 
This is an opportunity for staff to: 

 To go through the school handbook 

 To go through routines and what a ‘typical day’ looks like 

 Explain about uniform, PE kit and school dinners/ free school meals 

 Explain about holidays and absences  

 Purchase uniform and book bag if requested  
 
The children are given three opportunities to come into school to meet their new class teacher and other children 
in their class. They will be invited to spend three sessions in the Reception classroom. Parents can leave their child 
during this session. This means that before they join their new class the Reception environment is already a 
familiar place to them.  At the end of one of the visits children and their parents will be invited to stay for lunch. 
 
Arrangements are also made for the children’s class teacher to visit them in their current nursery setting.  
 
Starting Year 1 (Existing Reception children transitioning to Year 1) 
Throughout the Reception year, each child’s involvement in whole school life will have been built upon; many of 
the teaching and support staff will already be familiar people to them. They will have taken part in whole school 
celebration assemblies as well as sharing lunch time playtimes with the Key Stage 1 children. Children have the 
opportunity to meet their new class teacher and spend a morning in their new class during the summer term.  
 
Please see Appendix 1.2 for transitional adaptions during COVID (Summer 2019)  
 
 
Safeguarding & Welfare  

‘Children learn best when they are healthy, safe and secure, when their individual needs are met, and when they 
have positive relationships with the adults caring for them.’ 

(Statutory Framework for EYFS 2014)  
 
At St. Lawrence’s Primary School, we understand that we are legally required to comply with welfare 
requirements as stated in the Statutory Framework for Early Years Foundation Stage 2014.  
∙ To provide a setting that is welcoming, safe and stimulating where children can grow in confidence; 
∙ Promote good health; 
∙ Manage behaviour effectively in a manner appropriate for the children’s stage of development and individual 
needs  
∙ To ensure that all adults who look after the children, or who have unsupervised access to them, are suitable to 
do so;  
∙ Ensure that the setting, furniture and equipment is safe and suitable for the purpose it was intended for; ∙ 
Maintain records, policies and procedures required for the safe efficient management of the setting and to meet 
the needs of the children.  
 
Keeping Safe - It is important to us that all children in the school are ‘safe’. We aim to educate children on 
boundaries, rules and limits and to help them understand why they exist. We provide children with choices to help 
them develop this important life skill. We encourage children to take risks and highlight the importance of keeping 
themselves safe by teaching them how to recognise and avoid hazards. (See St. Lawrence’s Safeguarding Children 
Policy).    
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Good Health - All children are provided with a healthy snack each day as well as being given the choice of milk. They 
have access to water at all times.  
 
Intimate Care - Please read St. Lawrence’s Intimate Care Policy for more information. 
 
Monitoring and Review  
It is the responsibility of those working in the Nursery and reception classes to follow the principles stated in this 
policy. The Head Teacher and EYFS Leader will carry out monitoring of the EYFS as part of the whole school 
monitoring schedule. The Curriculum Committee of The Governing Body will also be part of this process.  
 
This policy will be reviewed annually or as necessary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix  
 
1.1 
During the Summer 2019 the new intake for Reception were unable to partake in normal transition activities. 
Instead the parents were sent videos and information about the school day, uniform, lunches and day to day 
information via Tapestry and email.  
The Reception Class Teacher rang all parents during the Summer holidays to provide an opportunity for parents to 
ask any questions.  
 
Videos of the teachers reading a story were sent to all children via Tapestry. They were also introduced to the 
classroom layout before starting in September via Tapestry.  
 
1.2  
The Reception children introduced to their new classroom via Twitter and their Class Teacher remained the same.  


