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Choosing the right school for your child can 
be an anxious time. Whether you have a pre-
schooler about to make the move to ‘big school’, 
or you’re looking for a primary school place 
for older children because your circumstances 
have changed, you’ll want to make sure that 
your child is learning in an environment where 
their individual talents are nurtured and 
their personal development is supported.

Heworth Primary is a small school, but we like to 
think that it has a big heart. With only 150 pupils 
from Reception to Year 6, and many of them living 
close by, Heworth has a distinct ‘family feel’, and 
we focus a lot of energy on nurturing those bonds 
both within the school and in the wider community.

We have strong relationships with local nurseries 
and preschool settings, and encourage all new 
children to come into school to spend time getting 
to know their teachers and their classmates 
before they join us on a permanent basis. We’re 
particularly proud of our ‘buddy’ system (see page 
4) where every child who starts in Reception is 
partnered with a Year 6 child who offers a friendly 
face, helps them with reading and other activities 
throughout their first year and sometimes even 
reunites them with PE kits and homeless jumpers!

We’re a Church of England school and you can 
read more on page 3 about what this means for 
our curriculum and the school’s values. On page 
4 you can find out more about life at Heworth for 
our Class 1 children, and how our bespoke ‘Flourish’ 
curriculum provides learning focused on the 
whole child, academically, socially and spiritually.

Developing children’s extra-curricular interests 
are key to this, and I hope you’ll be impressed by 
the sheer range of opportunities for your child to 
discover and develop a passion for music, sport 
and the arts (pages 5 and 6). We’re lucky that 
much of this work is supported by Friends of 
Heworth School, our parent teachers association, 
and we welcome parents and carers being actively 
involved in the life of the school. I hope this 
prospectus gives you a flavour of what we have to 
offer to you and your child at Heworth Primary.

If you think our school could provide the right 
start to your child’s development then I would 
be delighted to show you around and answer 
any questions you may have. Just get in touch 
with our administration team (contact details 
on page 8) and we can arrange a time to suit.

WELCOME
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Heworth Primary School has been educating 
children from Heworth, Tang Hall and the 
surrounding areas for over 100 years. It is a small 
Church of England primary school, located in 
the centre of Heworth village, with 150 pupils 
taught in five classes and a staff of 19 full and 
part-time teachers and teaching assistants.

Our core aim is to ‘help each child to flourish’ and 
we strive to provide a rich learning environment 
for all pupils, whatever their needs. We’re proud 
to be a church school and work hard to ensure 
that our Christian values of forgiveness, trust, 
compassion and endurance are central to the 
life of our community. We are committed to 
creating highly motivated, independent young 
people with a life-long love of learning.
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A CHURCH OF 
ENGLAND SCHOOL
AT THE HEART 
OF THE COMMUNITY

“Staff are amazing! 
Passionate, 

committed and 
extremely 

approachable.”
(Key Stage 2 Parent)

(Key Stage 1 Parent)

    My child has 
absolutely 
blossomed since
 starting at 
Heworth.   



STARTING 
SCHOOL AT 
HEWORTH 
PRIMARY
We know that during the first weeks of 
September there will be some anxious new 
faces in the playground (and that’s just 
the parents!). So that’s why we 
do everything we can to make 
starting school life as calm and 
relaxed as possible for new 
pupils and their families.

Class One is a mixed year 
class, comprising twenty 
reception children (our 
whole year’s intake) along 
with ten children from 
Year 1. Their classroom is 
at the back of the school, 
with its own separate 
entrance which leads onto our 
purpose built outdoor learning 
and play area. We invite all of our 
reception children to spend time with 
their teacher and new classmates in the 
summer before they start school, and we hold 
separate orientation sessions for parents and 
families so that they can meet our Key Stage 1 
staff and find out what to expect during their 
child’s first term at Heworth. We think two-

way communication with families is vital to a 
happy school life, and we encourage parents 
to spend as much time in school as they need 
to, with lots of opportunities throughout the 
year to come in and see what’s going on.

Our ‘buddy’ system is a crucial part of the support 
we give to our youngest pupils, and fosters a sense 
of friendship and trust between year groups which 
runs right through the school. Each reception 
child is partnered with a Year 6 pupil who helps 
and supports them with a wide range of everyday 
challenges, from learning how to make friends to 

finding the right end of the lunch queue. 
Buddies often become very fond of 

each other and the scheme gives 
parents the reassurance that, 

in addition to teachers and 
support staff, there is an 

extra pair of eyes looking 
out for their child as they 
settle into school life.

Class One’s learning is 
play-based and is led 
by their own interests. 

Phonics, literacy and maths 
are tackled in the morning, 

while in the afternoon art, 
geography and RE are all part of 

a topic-based approach. Being part 
of a Multi Academy Trust and having 

strong links with other schools enables us to 
share expertise and resources with other settings, 
and for our Reception and Year 1 children this 
means using the Forest School facilities at Lord 
Deramore’s Primary School to learn through 
exploring the great outdoors (wellies essential!).

FLOURISH
A BESPOKE CURRICULUM THAT’S 
JUST RIGHT FOR HEWORTH

Changes in the way the curriculum is 
put together gave us the opportunity to 
create a bespoke programme to meet 
the needs of our school community. We 
want teaching at Heworth to spark a life-
long love of learning in your child, and 
to fuel their aspiration with a wide and 
exciting curriculum across all subjects.  

The Flourish curriculum sets high standards, 
and is designed to make learning irresistible 
through a series of engaging topics based 
on challenge and discovery. Topics such 
as ‘the Story of our School’, ‘Going Global’ 
and ‘Groovy Greeks’ span the curriculum 
and give our children the opportunity to 
become actively engaged in their own 
learning through questioning, problem 
solving and discovery activities. 
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“The staff are so 
approachable. No 
matter how small 
your concern is, 

they always make 
time to listen.”

(Class 1 Parent)



MUSIC
Visit Heworth Primary during the school 
day and you will often hear music drifting 
down the corridors. We’re very fortunate 
to have some incredibly talented and 
enthusiastic music teachers on our core and 
peripatetic staff, and it is their energy and 
commitment that allows musical education 
to thrive in all year groups. Participation 
figures are high, with more than a third of 
pupils regularly attending singing clubs 
and 33 currently learning instruments.

All children have dedicated music lessons 
as part of our Flourish curriculum with the 
opportunities to perform at prestigious 
local venues including the Barbican, 
the National Centre for Early Music and 
York Minster. Heworth is also one of only 
a handful of schools taking part in a 
whole class ensemble programme.

If your child would like to learn to play an 
instrument then we are able to offer a wide 
range of peripatetic lessons, including cello, 
violin, guitar, piano, brass and ukulele. To find 
out more about how music is taught and 
supported at Heworth, or for back-stage 
passes to one of our forthcoming concerts, 
then get in touch with our school office 
team (contact details on page 8).

“Music provision 
at Heworth is 

outstanding. I still 
can’t believe that such 
a small school has so 
many opportunities 

for the children to 
sing and play.”

(Year 2 Parent)
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SPORT
Sport is a key part of life at Heworth Primary. 
Twice-weekly PE lessons for all children 
help them learn how important it is to look 
after their bodies, while team and individual 
sports give a practical focus for developing 
endurance, one of our four core values.

We are thrilled to have been awarded the 
School Games Gold Award for PE and Sports 
Provision and we take full advantage of the 
facilities available in the wider community, 
including the excellent new courts at 
Heworth Tennis Club, Archbishop Holgate’s 
swimming pool and the field space at 
Heworth Stray. We are very excited about 
our brand new artificial grass multi-games 
area, which has not only enhanced our PE 
lessons, but makes break time football 
even more popular with the children! 

PE lessons are led by specialist coaches 
from outside the school, and we use 
their enthusiasm and experience to 
support our wide range of after-school 
sports clubs. Several of our sports teams 
have excellent records in city-wide 
competitions, so keep an eye out for us 
in the Press’s school sports round up!
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AFTER 
SCHOOL 
CLUBS
BROADENING HORIZONS

We’re lucky to have dedicated teaching staff 
who give their time to provide after school 
activities for pupils in years 1-6.

Depending on their interests, children might choose 
to spend time learning to weave, discovering more 
about film, or finding out how to code. Our teachers 
enjoy sharing their passions in a more relaxed 
atmosphere, and the children value the opportunity 
to think about subjects beyond the curriculum.

HOPSCOTCH
CARING FOR YOUR CHILD OUTSIDE THE SCHOOL DAY

Modern families lead busy lives, and depending on your 
circumstances you may not always be able to drop your child off 
at the start of the school day or collect them again at 3.15pm.

Our Hopscotch team can provide on-site care for your children 
from 7.30am until the school day starts, and then again from 
3.15pm until 6pm from Monday to Friday during term time.

Breakfast and afternoon snacks are provided if required, and the children 
always have a range of craft, play and outdoor activities (depending 
on the weather) to enjoy before school starts or they are collected. 7



Heworth Church of England Primary School
53 Heworth Road, Heworth, York  YO31 0AA

Phone: (01904) 551650
Email: office@heworth.pmat.academy
www.heworth.york.sch.uk

COMPUTING 
AND IT
Heworth is passionate about great IT and 
encouraging all our pupils to get involved! 

From writing code to using electric 
building blocks to create 
inventions large and small, 
Heworth is determined to 
push the boundaries of 
IT in primary schools.

At Heworth children 
have regular access to 
Google Chrome Books 
and the school’s recently 
upgraded wi-fi ensures 
high speed downloading 
throughout the building.

Classes are taught how to use IT to 
compose music, create websites and program 
devices including ‘Little Bits’ and ‘Arduino’. They’ve 
even been known to build rocket cars! (Have a 
look at our website under ‘Flourish – Clubs’).

ADMISSIONS
We hope that this prospectus has given you 
a sense of how Heworth Primary School helps 
it pupils to flourish. If you’d like to come in to 
school to see us in action, or want to find out 

more about a particular aspect of school life, 
then please do contact us using the 

details below. 

Heworth has its own admissions 
policy which reflects the Christian 
ethos and Church of England 
status of our mixed Church 
and Community Schools Multi 
Academy Trust. You can find the 
current version of the policy on our 

website www.heworth.york.sch.uk
or you can contact us to receive 

a printed copy if you need one.

Admissions to our school are overseen 
by City of York Council’s school admissions 

team and you can find out more about 
starting in reception or in-year transfers either 
on the City of York Council website or by 
calling York City Council on 01904 551554.


