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It is lovely to see all the children back at school looking smart and ready for a new
school term. We hope you all had a good Christmas break and
wish you a very Happy New Year. We have a busy term ahead , please see the
dates for your diary.
School Gates and Parking
We are delighted to have our new electronic gates up and running. Please could
we ask parents/carers and children when walking into or out of school to use
the footpaths along each side of the drive as walking or any movement on the
driveway can de-activate the electronic gates. Please do not park or leave your
vehicle in front of the electronic gates when coming into the school and
we ask you to be considerate when parking outside of school in
front of our neighbour’s homes.
Thank you.

Get it Bright day!!
Friday 17th January - Non-Uniform please send your child/ren to school
in brightly coloured clothes.
This will brighten up the cold
January day!!

Year 6 SATs Meeting
Year 6 parents are invited to attend a meeting
at Hempland on Monday 20th January at 5.00pm
to have an overview of the Year 6 SATs.
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Dates for your diary
Fri 17 Jan - Get it Bright day
Mon 20 Jan - 5.00pm
Yr 6 SATs meeting for parents
Weds 29 Jan - 5.00pm
Yr 1 Phonics Meeting for parents
W/C 17 Feb - Half Term
Tues 25 Feb - 5.00pm Yr 5 Peat Rigg
Residential Meeting for parents
Tues 03 Mar - 5.00pm Yr 6
Robinwood Residential Meeting for
parents
Thurs 05 Mar - World Book Day
Tues 10 Mar - 10.00am Jewish Liberal
Society Assembly - pupils only
Fri 13 Mar - Sport Relief
Tues 17 Mar - 3.30-7.00pm
Parents meetings
Weds 18 Mar - 1.30-5.00pm
Parents Meetings
Mon 23 Mar - Weds 25 Mar - Year 5
Residential Visit to Peat Rigg
Weds 25 Mar - 9.00am - Yo Yo Easter
Assembly - Pupils only
Thurs 26 Mar - 4.00 - 8.00pm
FRIENDS - Easter Discos
Weds 01 Apr - Fri 03 Apr - Year 6
Residential Visit to Robinwood
Fri 03 Apr - 3.15 - 4.00pm
FRIENDS Chocolate Tombola
Fri 03 Apr - 3.05pm/3.15pm School closes to pupils
W/C 06 Apr & W/C 13 Apr—Easter
Holidays
Mon 20 Apr—School re-opens to
pupils at 8.40am

Contact us
Hempland Primary School
Whitby Avenue, Stockton Lane,
York YO31 1ET
T: 01904 555495
E: office@hempland.pmat.academy
W: www.hemplandprimary.co.uk

Keeping our children safe
If you have any concerns regarding the safety or welfare of a child at school
please contact Mrs C Precious or Mrs A Innes, our Safeguarding Leads.
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STEM Week - The Sustainable Development Goals
2020 started off with a fantastic week, as children across the whole of Hempland Primary School took part in STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) activities, with the theme of the Sustainable Development Goals.
These are 17 objectives put together by the United Nations in 2015, with the aim of achieving the goals by 2030.
They include aims such as gender equality, clean water and sanitation, no poverty, zero hunger and quality education.
The children were introduced to these goals and then they took part in some fantastic activities, coming up with
practical solutions to these real-world problems.
In Early Years, they were visited by an engineer, who explained what engineers do and then the children had a go
themselves. They also began by rescuing polar bears, who were stranded on icebergs and needed transporting to safety!
Clean water was the main theme in Year One. The children read the story “The Water Princess” and then came up with
ingenious ways to safely transport water from a water source to an African village. They followed this up with making their
very own water filtration device, inspired by the Life Straw.
Zero hunger was a key aim in Year Two. They created Floating Gardens from recycled materials, designed to overcome the
floods that are regular and devastating occurrences in Bangladesh. These will be planted with seeds and be looked after by
the children in the coming weeks, becoming genuine “floating gardens!”
In Year Three, the main theme was renewable energy. They created functional wind and water turbines and used these to
generate electricity. They also investigated turbines, looking at how to shape the blades to make the most efficient wind
turbine. Finally, they also had a go at making floating gardens - using only twigs and leaves from the playground!
Flood prevention was the aim for Year 4. They looked at how some areas are devastated by floods each year and how whole
communities can be left uninhabitable. They then investigated how homes can be built which are flood-proof, before
designing, building and testing their own flood-proof houses.
Year Five had, with a STEM Ambassador, set up a camera over the Christmas holidays, to observe wildlife in our local
area. They have designed and built models of “Hedgehog Hotels”, which will be created for real in the coming weeks.
They also had a vist from the STEM Ambassador, who shared information all about biodiversity, genetics and native species.
Finally in Year Six, they looked at a very real problem in Nepal, where farmers struggle to transport their goods from the fields
on the mountains, down to the valleys. They therefore created systems designed to move tomatoes down the mountains,
with a range of solutions to the problems, including giant see-saws and cliff cable-cars.
It was a fantastic week, where children were able to take part in practical, creative learning and looking at solving some of the
very really issues that are apparent in the world today. Well done children for showing such good collaboration, problem
solving and resilience! And a huge thank you to everyone who got involved, from visitors to people who donated
recycled materials.

Mr G Dyer
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