
The Early Years 
Foundation Stage 
(EYFS) Curriculum



Aims of the Curriculum

To provide:

• Quality and consistency all early years settings

• A secure foundation through learning and development 

opportunities

• Partnership with parents

• Equality in opportunity.



From the Statutory Framework for 
EYFS

“Each area of learning and development must be 

implemented through planned, purposeful play and through a 

mix of adult-led and child-initiated activities. 

Play is an essential for children’s development, building 

their confidence as they learn to explore, to think about 

problems, and relate to others.”



Adult Directed Teaching

Whole Class teaching                          

• Phonics

• Maths

• Topic/Writing 

• PSHE

Group teaching                          

• Guided Reading

• Writing

• Maths 



Areas of learning and development

Prime Areas

• Communication and language

• Physical development

• Personal, social and emotional

development



Areas of learning and development

Specific Areas

• Literacy

• Maths

• Understanding the world

• Expressive arts and design 



Communication and language

• Listening and Attention 

• Understanding

• Speaking



Physical Development

• Moving and Handling

• Health and self-care



Personal, social and emotional 
development

• Self-confidence and self awareness

• Managing feelings and behaviours

• Making relationships



Literacy Maths

• Reading

• Writing

• Number

• Space, shape and 

measure



Understanding the world

• People and communities

• The world

• Technology



Expressive arts and design

• Exploring and using media and materials

• Being imaginative



Age Bands

• Birth – 11 months

• 8 -20 months

• 16 -26 months

• 22 -36 months

• 30 -50 months

• 40 – 60 months

• Early Learning Goal

• Exceeding statements





Our approach to Phonics

Phonics is an important building block in learning to read and write. We teach the 

children how to blend sounds for reading and how to segment sounds for spelling. 

We teach Synthetic Phonics in a systematic way using kinaesthetic learning where 

possible. This means that we teach each of the sounds individually and teach 

children how to manipulate the sounds. We teach Phonics daily using a repetitive 

format based on and incorporating Bug Club so that the children are familiar with 

the routines and can concentrate on the new sound or concept. We believe that 

children learn best when it is multisensory, so we use Jolly Phonics songs and 

actions as well as robot arms for blending and Phoneme Fingers for segmenting. 



Our approach to Reading

Reading involves two main elements: word reading and language comprehension. In FS we teach language 

comprehension through story times, snack times, quality adult-child interactions and direct group 

teaching such as in Topic sessions.

We teach word reading through Phonics with common exception words being taught by sight. The 

children are taught to orally blend and are taught the letters and sounds in Phonics they need to read. 

When ready the children take part in guided reading (group reading) twice a week to an adult. This is 

linked to their daily Phonics teaching. Children take home reading books and have a log-in for Bug Club 

which has reading books they can access at home. Children also have a Home Reading Record which we 

ask parents to fill in once they have listened to their child read. We ask that this is done at least three 

times a week to ensure that children have the practise they need to develop their skills. 



Our approach to writing
Like Reading, the foundations of writing as based in spoken language and Phonics. They also require development of fine 

motor skills. Language and motor skills are developed in many different ways in Foundation Stage including story times, 

lunch times, PE and in the areas of provision inside and out. Phonics is taught daily. In Phonics the children learn the 

letters and sounds needed for spelling words, they learn to segment words in order to spell them and they learn to spell 

the common exception words that do not follow a phonetic pattern. The children practise handwriting the letters and 

words they have learnt daily. They write captions using the Phonics they have learnt so far in their daily Phonics 

sessions. Topics, which are often based on books, are used to encourage writing, as are the areas of provision and 

children are encourage to write for ‘real’ purposes as much as possible. This could be writing a list of what they need to 

make something, writing their name and label for their model or writing a thank you letter. The Topics in Foundations 

Stage follow the whole school topics, are based on fiction and non-fiction texts and take into account the children’s 

interests. Once the children are starting to write they are encouraged to practise writing everyday. With every 

practise they can move themselves down the Writing Rainbow.   



Our approach to Maths

In Foundation Stage Maths is split into two strands: Number and Shape, space and measure. The 

children have whole class teaching in Maths. We use the Number Blocks scheme which focusses on a 

number a weeks and we teach shape, space and measure alongside this. Maths teaching is also taught in 

small guided groups and supported in Areas of Provisions. The children are encouraged to use equipment 

for adding, subtracting and solving problems and are also shown how to draw pictures to represent these 

in pictorial form. Maths areas in the unit have continuous provision for the children to practise and apply 

their maths skills and maths is encouraged outside and in other areas when appropriate. 



Areas of Provision 

Areas of Provision are set up, inside and outside, for the children to learn through play. The resources 

and activities in these areas are planned to support the development in are 17 areas of learning. Some of 

the areas change with the changing topics or interests of the children but many areas have continuous 

provision with enhancements are the topics of needs of the children change. Continuous provision helps 

the children to be independent learners. It gives them the opportunity to demonstrate the 

characteristics of effective learning: Playing and exploring, active learning and creating and thinking 

critically. They know the provision that is available for them to use which helps them to plan their 

activities and extend their learning in the areas from day to day and week to week. Adults in the areas 

are their assess and extend their learning in the areas and to decide which enhancements can be added 

to the areas to enable greater learning.   



“ Continuous provision provides children with the opportunity to demonstrate all three 

characteristics of effective teaching and learning identified by the EYFS. For example, in 

the construction area, children may independently investigate how high they can build a 

tower by using wooden blocks. Trying to arrange the blocks in different ways, or testing if 

they can add any other construction materials to their tower to make it more sturdy, 

demonstrates aspects of both playing and exploring. Continuous provision also enables 

children to return to their explorations and consolidate their learning over the course of a 

day or a more extended period. When children do this, they can explore what happens to 

things as they change over time, and make changes to explore new ideas. Continuous provision 

also allows children to make choices and initiate play without interaction with an adult.”

Melanie Moore, Curriculum, 8th December 2017

https://cornerstoneseducation.co.uk/products/curriculum/eyfs-curriculum/


Outdoor Learning

In Foundation Stage the children learn inside and outside in lots of different contexts. During free flow 

times the children can free flow outside to access the provision outside. The provision outside includes 

the ‘Playground’ area, the Scrap Shed, water play, sand, construction, the mud kitchen and the bikes. The 

outdoor area is usually open but different aspects of the area are available to use at different times. 

The outdoor provision is designed to support the 17 areas of development and the characteristics of 

effective learning.

The children also have a weekly visit to our Forest School area which is at the end of the field and is a 

specially designed area which includes a pond, bird hides, trees to climb and a ‘fire pit’. The children put 

on their Forest School kits and Wellingtons for this and they observe the world around them, plants, 

insects and seasonal changes. 



Working with Parents

The Foundation Stage Profile (or assessment) is designed to be completed in partnership 

with parents, carers and other providers. 

We record our observations and assessments of the children using own written records as 

well as using Tapestry.

Class Dojo is used to communicate in a more general way about what the children have been 

doing or to remind parents of upcoming events or for direct messages. 



Tapestry

Tapestry in an online Learning Journey. Parents and carers can see our observations and 

comments. You can also comment on these and contribute your own. 

Photographs of your child having a new experience or demonstrating new learning is very 

welcomed. As is quotes and short videos of your child. 

Don’t worry if you do not know what area or aspect of learning it relates to as we can tag 

appropriate objectives and add to the comments when needed. 

No new observations does not mean that a child hasn’t done any learning. It could be that 

their learning was recorded elsewhere or that they were practising what they know. 



Learning can be hard work!

Most of the learning the children will do in Foundation Stage will not feel like ‘work’ 

to them. They will find out about things that interest them and will learn through 

play. 

However, some things are just hard work! 

Children at this age are developing their focus and concentration both of which are 

needed for reading, writing and maths. 



Questions


