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Dear Parents and Carers 

Thanks once again for your support over the past few weeks since the start of this 

term.  The children have had a really good half term so far and have got off to a good 

start.  They are working hard and it has been good to see this as we have spent time in 

each part of the school, looking especially at Reading through the school.  

We have been especially thrilled to see the way the youngest children in FS1 and FS2 

have settled and are enjoying their learning.  They are doing so well and thanks to all 

the families for your support with this. 

It was a great pleasure to visit Kingswood Residential Outdoor Centre last week to see 

the Y6 children while they were away.  The children had a great time and their 

attitudes and behaviour while away was a great credit to themselves and to CwR.  This 

was commented on by some of the centre staff. 

This has been a very busy term and much progress is being made by the children 

towards their targets.  As they continue to work hard and show resilience, they are 

steadily getting to grips with the demands of different subjects of the curriculum and 

teachers are planning creatively to ensure the children are engaged and stimulated 

across all subjects.   

Each week the children are being challenged as part of their learning and we are 

especially focussing on encouraging deeper thinking across the curriculum.  We found 

from our analysis of the children’s achievements last year that some of the children 

find it hard to remember and apply what they know and so we are working hard to build 

their confidence when facing challenging problems across the curriculum. 

 

Curriculum Developments 

A lot of schools are looking creatively at the way they are planning and organising the 

curriculum this year.  The whole curriculum is not just the subjects we teach as part of 

the National Curriculum, but is also the range of opportunities and experiences the 

pupils have while they are in our school.   

The staff have been thinking creatively about why we do what we do and we have been 

working together to identify the intentions behind our curriculum offer to the children.  

We want to ensure that all our children develop into rounded young people fully ready 

to move on to secondary school with the right attitudes and skills.  Our core values and 



school aims are a way to ensure that we are constantly aware of this and that these 

shape and influence the curriculum and how it is taught in school. 

We have also started to plan in a different way, putting a Writing outcome at the 

centre of three weeks of cross curricular planning with a published end product shared 

at the end of this block.  We cover a wide range of curriculum subjects linked to this 

block and ensure all of the primary curriculum is covered in this way over time.   

The three weekly block is kicked off with a WOW day which engages the children and 

stimulates their interest. 

During the teaching week, children will cover different subjects through exciting and 

engaging activities which will relate to the Writing end product.  They will build up their 

vocabulary and skills during the teaching block.  As a result, we have seen some great 

examples of writing linked to different areas of 

the curriculum and the children have really 

enjoyed seeing how the planning links together 

towards the publishing of the final piece. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Teachers are currently working hard on ensuring that the planning for each subject 

ensures knowledge and skills are taught in a logical sequence and builds on what has 

been taught before.  We are being supported on this by the MAT and through sharing 

best practice with the other schools in Pathfinder MAT. 

 

 

It is vital that we continue to use all the facilities both inside and outside at CwR to 

support this teaching and learning and to ensure we are offering all pupils opportunities 

to a range of other experiences during their time at CwR.  We have planned these as 

part of the wider curriculum as a Pupil Passport offer which we are including in our 

programmes for the children.   

 

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage 1 Passport:  by the end of Y2, 

we want our children to: 

Make a healthy snack 

Taste foods from around the world 

Record different sounds and guess what 

they are 

Bake a cake 

Plan a party 

Buy something and check your change 

Create a comic strip 

Make a film 

Learn how to respond to an emergency 

Begin to learn how to manage their    

money  

Lower Key Stage 2 Passport:  by 

the end of Y4, we want our 

children to: 

Eat something that you have not 

tried before 

Take part in a banquet – Linked 

to history or topic 

Make a musical instrument – Link 

to sound in LKS2 Science. 

Compose a piece of music 

Create a soundtrack for a piece of 

film 

Learn First Aid skills 

Make chocolate 

Learn to sew on a button 

Make a sculpture and create a 

sculpture trail 



 

Many of these experiences will be linked to 

the topics the children are doing and some 

will be part of the wider curriculum clubs and 

activities we offer. 

More information on the way we plan and 

teach our curriculum can be found on the 

school website.  Please do take a look! 

 

 

 

Gathering the views of Parents and Carers 

It is an important part of our work that we gather the views of parents and carers 

about the quality of education and the experiences the children have in our school.  We 

do this through an annual survey and also through the Ofsted Parent View website. 

Ofsted have recently introduced a new Framework for Inspection which has meant that 

there is now a new set of questions for parents and carers on Parent View.  Some 

questions have remained the same or are similar, but some reflect the changing focus 

on the whole curriculum. 

CwR is now in an Ofsted window for inspection and so it is really important that we have 

a good response from parents and carers on Parent View.  This is the main way an 

inspection team find out what parents and carers think. 

We will be providing an opportunity for you to access the Parent View website during 

the week of Parent Consultations in November, but please do log on to the Parent View 

website and provide your responses at any time, using the following link: 



https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/ 

It would be great for the school if we can show we have hundreds of responses when 

the inspection comes! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parking Concerns 

Once again, I need to raise concerns over the parking on Eastholme Drive when 

dropping off and picking up children.  Every week, there are concerns raised by parents 

and local residents about cars blocking driveways, cars parked on the school safety 

zones marked by zig-zag lines and by cars parking over the pavements restricting 

access for pedestrians.  I am sure you are all aware of these issues and the problems 

caused for the local bus service too at busy times of the day. 

Recently, we arranged for the local police to be here at these times and witness for 

themselves just how congested it is.  There are some alternatives: 

1. Park on Rawcliffe Recreation car park and walk through the back gate – this is 

always an option for families and there is no change for parking, just a short 

walk to get to the school (Park and Stride as it used to be called). 

2. Walk to school – please can I urge you to do this if it is a possibility.  I realise 

that some will drop off on the way to work, but walking should be possible for 

more families who live relatively near to school.  This is always a healthier option 

too! 

3. Park in local streets a little further away from the school – there is more 

parking available which will relieve stress on Eastholme Drive and will be just a 

short walk to school. 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/


If parking immediately near to school on Eastholme Drive is still the only option, please 

respect that local residents need access to their driveways and avoid parking across 

these, and also on the pavements which block pedestrian access, especially for those 

with pushchairs and never on the zig-zag lines which is a safety issue for the children. 

We will continue to work with the local community police to encourage everyone to find 

alternative ways to get to school to relieve some of the stresses on Eastholme Drive.  

We really appreciate your support with this one.  

Please can you also avoid parking in the disabled bays in the school car park.  We have 

been made aware that sometimes parents and carers with disabled badges have not 

been able to park in these bays which are reserved for them only. 

Lastly a message from the Academy Catering Manager, Matt Richardson; 

“Brexit and how it will affect School meals 

We have been given updates from our food suppliers and contract catering team 

that efforts are being put into contingency planning for 31st October.  We will 

continue to provide full meal options, however, please be aware some substitutions 

may be required on a short term basis for some items.  We are ready whatever 

happens on 31st October and the students will continue to be fed a high quality 

and healthy meal” 

I wish you all a restful half term break. 

 

Andy Herbert 

Headteacher 

 


