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 Introduction 

As we enter the fifth week of school closure we are continuing to do as much as we can to keep things running 
from a distance for the children.  It is important to remember that it is not home schooling, nor is it meant to 
replace school or a normal education for your children.  We are trying to provide things that we know your 
children will enjoy and can manage to do with some element of independence.  We recognise that trying to 
work from home is extremely challenging when your children are with you 24/7 and we know that sometimes 
you will have days when you want and need to do other, family based things – like playing in the garden, 
painting the fence, washing the car, baking a cake and we value these activities just as much.  Routines are vital 
for children and they will be happier with one but don’t feel pressured to push it – you know the dynamic in 
your own house and how best to get them to do some work. 
 
Once again I thank the dedicated staff team at Acomb Primary not only for managing the online learning 
activities, but also for looking after the children who are still coming into school.  Every single member of staff 
is desperate to do as much as they can and I am thankful to have such a great team behind me. 
 
By now you will have seen the letter from Andrew Daly, Executive Head of Pathfinder MAT about the changes 
at Hempland Primary and the subsequent change to my role at Acomb.  As from next Monday, I will be interim 
Executive Headteacher at both Acomb and Hempland.  In simple terms, this means that while I am still 
ultimately responsible for what happens at Acomb I won’t be as involved in some of the day to day running of 
the school.  Mr White will be Head of School full time and will be responsible for the school in my absence.  This 
is a role he has been doing for part of the week anyway since September and we will continue to work closely 
as a team, alongside the other members of the leadership team (Miss Johnson, Mrs Walker and Mrs Collins) to 
make sure things run smoothly.  Although I will be based at Hempland 4 days a week, in reality, until schools 
return to normal, you may not see much change.   
 
I have worked at Acomb Primary for 16 years, with this being my tenth year as Headteacher, and I absolutely 
love working here – we have built an amazing team and should all be really proud of the way we have seen the 
school go from strength to strength.  While we enter this period of change, I want to reassure you that I will do 
everything in my power to maintain what we have built over the years and also to make the most of this 
positive move for the future of Acomb Primary School. 
 
Thank you for your continued support during this difficult time. I hope that you are all staying safe. 
Lee Haynes 
 

Managing Financially 

The unprecedented situation that we find ourselves in poses many problems, not least financial ones.  Many 

people have lost their jobs, have been furloughed or are facing uncertainty over the long term future.  We want 

to be able to help with this and are looking at a number of options currently.  If you are having difficulty 

financially, please get in touch with us for a chat.  Conversations can be in complete confidence and there may 

be simple short term things we can do around, for example, support with food shopping or ideas of who else to 

speak to for support.  If you want someone to contact you, please send an email to 

office@acomb.pmat.academy or call the school office on 01904 798453 either during the school day or leave a 

message any time.  Both of these are checked by senior leaders in school daily. 

We are looking into how we can set up our own food bank for our families and will set this out in more detail in 

next week’s newsletter.  If you have anything you can spare for this, please keep it to one side for now until we 

send out more details. 
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 Free School Meals 

If you are eligible for free school meals you should have now received your first voucher. This will come via 

email from a company called Edenred.  Please check your spam folders if you haven’t received it yet.  Once you 

have received this email you will need to follow the link and choose which shop you want the voucher for. The 

activation code must be used within 30 days of the delivery of the email. The vouchers do not need to be spent 

within 30 days, each supermarket has its own expiry date. From this point, you will receive a voucher each 

week. 

Please note that the system is very busy at the moment and it may take you a while to work through the 

process and redeem your voucher. If you have any queries regarding these please let Ruth Collins know and 

contact her on rcollins@acomb.pmat.academy  

 

Regular Reminders 

How to book a school place 

If you have no alternative and are a critical worker, please email office@acomb.pmat.academy with details of 
what you need.  You may only use sessions that match your shifts. You may not book sessions when you are 
not at work or if one parent is working from home.  Please email by 4pm on the Thursday of the week before. 
 

Keeping in touch 

We are currently using email, texts and the school website to keep in touch.  You may also call the school office 
and leave a message.  The office email and answerphone will be checked daily (Monday to Friday). 
 

Uniform 

We do not expect children to come to school in their uniform at this time.  
 

Packed Lunches 

All children who come to school must bring a packed lunch (and snacks for after school) as our kitchen is now 
closed.  
 

Comments and Responses to online work 

The staff are working hard to keep things updated online and respond to comments, questions and emails.  

Please bear in mind that they too need a break and may not be able to reply immediately to everything – they 

will get round to everyone as quickly as possible though.  Urgent queries can still be sent to 

office@acomb.pmat.academy which is checked daily by the duty member of the senior leadership team.  
 

Free Activities  
THE BODY COACH - Daily work out with Joe Wicks (the body coach). Great for all the family! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6v-a_dpwhro  

 
IGNITE SPORTS COACHING - https://www.ignitesportscoaching.co.uk/ 
 
Join Mr Shimmin at Ignite Sports Coaching online on Facebook, Instagram or Twitter for daily challenges for you 
and your children to get involved with! New challenges will be uploaded daily at 3pm. 
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 Updates from Reception 

We hope everyone has managed to enjoy some time to relax over the Easter break and we are ready to start 
our new topic from Monday 20th April.  
 
We will be finding out about growing plants and will resume our daily videos for Literacy, Numeracy and 
Phonics from Monday too.  It's so lovely to see what the children are doing as part of their home learning so 
please remember to take a photo and upload to Tapestry too!   
 
There have been so many great entries on Tapestry already, from James reading along with his copy of 'The 
Tiger Who Came to Tea' to Ivy-Rose sharing her creative skills and we hope to keep this going over the coming 
weeks.   
 
Thank you all so much for your continued support.   
Mrs Bradley, Miss Peggs, Mrs Nuttall and Mrs Macey 
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 Updates from Year One 

We hope that everyone is well and had a good Easter weekend.  
 
It has been great to see so many children engaging with the Easter Busy Board activities. The diaries we have 
read are brilliant and we are very impressed with your spelling of the days of the week! There have been many 
children sharing other creative activities that they have been doing- we are really enjoying seeing these too.  
Lots of children are keeping up with their Bug Club reading which is brilliant. Don’t forget to log in and access 
the reading books. The guided reading books that the children would have had in school are allocated each 
Friday and if children can keep up with these then they can continue to progress on their reading journey. We 
will also add extra books for children if they are super keen- just drop us a message in the form of a new 
Tapestry observation and we will happily add more books for you. If you have any trouble please message us.   
 
After what would have been the Easter break we will be adding tasks and activities to Tapestry again each 
week. Each week we will add: 

 A writing task 
 Spellings to learn 
 Grammar/spelling game/activity on Bug Club 
 Phonics sound of the week 
 Reading books on Bug Club (these will be Friday- don’t forget to click on the bugs and answer the 

questions. If the questions are not answered we cannot see that the book has been read.) 
 Topic task  

 
We look forward to seeing what you have all been up to this week! Stay safe. 
Mrs Walker, Mrs Chesters and Mrs Stevens 

 
 
 
Hannah made a bee and butterfly feeder after watching Steve Backshall on 
YouTube! 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Lucas made some Easter nests. They look delicious! 
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 Updates from Year Two 

It has been great to see the different activities you have all been doing over Easter holidays. You have been 
doing lots of the Busy Board ideas and your own too which is brilliant to see, lots of you have been baking and 
weighing ingredients and Wilf made his own watering can out of a 
plastic bottle!  
 
As we approach next week, here are the things you should expect 
to be set for you: 
- Weekly Bug Club allocations 
- Weekly Grammar Bug Club activity 
- x5 Maths tasks (two of which will be UFOs) 
- x3 Literacy - writing 
- x2 Spelling tasks 
- x2 Grammar tasks 
- x2-3 Topic based activities  
 
Well done for the brilliant work so far everyone! We have loved 
seeing everything that you have been doing. 
- Mrs Stevens, Mrs Wragg and Mrs Hatch 
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 Updates from Years Three, Four & Five 

We hope that everyone has had a great Easter break and are ready for a new term to begin. It’s been great to 
see how children have engaged with the tasks set for them over Easter and we hope that they’ve managed to 
achieve as many of these as possible.  
 
Weekly Work 
As of Monday, daily work will once again be available to all children via the Google Classroom. We would also 
like to continue to encourage you and your child to use Times Tables Rock Stars, Bug Club and any other online 
programs that we have recommended to you. It will come in the same format as before with children’s work 
being checked by their class teacher on specific days as listed below.  
Year 3:  

 Mr Baldwin will be responding and answering any questions on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. 

 Ms Sarson will be responding and answering any questions on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. 
Year 4:  

 Mr Dennis will be responding and answering any questions on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays. 

 Mr White will be responding and answering any questions on Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. 
Year 5:  

 Mrs Johnson will be responding and answering any questions on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays. 

 Ms Jackson will be responding and answering any questions on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. 
 
Staff may contact you if they are concerned about children’s interaction with the platform so if you are still 
having technical issues with accessing the Google Classroom, please contact the school via email or leave a 
message on the answer phone. We will endeavour to get back to you to help you with this as soon as possible. 
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 Updates from Year Six 

We continue to be proud of the work and commitment from all the Year Six pupils and we cannot wait to see 
what is completed in the following weeks. Before the Easter holidays we were contacted by the 500 Word 
competition and a huge congratulations to Emily and Alara for their stories have been shortlisted and reached 
the next round. 
Year 6 can access work through Google Classroom, Times Table Rockstars, Bug Club, Spelling and Maths Frame 
as well as Spelling Shed. We will post daily lessons, which you can download and complete on a Google Doc or 
within the workbook we sent home. You need to open the PDF file, which is our interactive whiteboard slides, 
which we would have used in school and will give you all the information you need. A typical morning will 
include UFOs, maths and literacy session followed by whole class reading of our book ‘The Hobbit’ or using Bug 
Club. The afternoon might start with spellings and grammar then a science, geography, art, music or PE session. 
Mrs Batey will be responding and answering any questions about the day on a Monday, Miss Bevins will cover 
Tuesday and Wednesday and I will be ending the week on Thursday and Friday.  
 
To access your emails, go onto Classroom or Drive and click on the 9 dots (Google apps) in the right hand 
corner of the screen then click Gmail. 
Thank you all for your support. Stay safe.  Miss Johnson. 
 
 
 
 
During an art session, Nina created a fantastic wire flower sculpture. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Kirsty wrote this wonderful letter to Armana House care 
home as part of one of our literacy lessons. I hope that 
these will bring joy to the residents at this strange time.  
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