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 Head of School’s Introduction 

 
With the penultimate week of school done, everyone, particularly the children, is looking forward to what the 
festive holidays have to bring. With this last week being Christmas Dinner week, I’d really like to take the 
opportunity to congratulate our fantastic kitchen team for once again creating an amazing festive feast on 
Tuesday and Wednesday of this week. As I’m sure you can understand, this feat is a logistical nightmare every 
year but they seem to cope with this without batting an eyelid – we’re very lucky to have such a great team 
working on this who take so much pride in what they do.  
 
As for the week ahead, there’s still so much to fit in so please make sure you read the newsletter carefully just 
so you’re aware of what events are coming up for your children. The highlight is of course the annual Christmas 
parties held on various mornings and afternoon next week.  
 
Can I also remind parents that, when picking children up at the end of the day, the school gates will be opened 
as close to 2.40pm as possible. If these are not open, please do not attempt to climb over them as this could 
cause serious injury to yourselves. Teachers will not let your child out of the classroom until this time anyway so 
please be patient. 
 
On a final note, with the last week of term approaching, it is just as important as ever to remain vigilant and 
follow the restrictions and guidelines for keeping everyone safe.  We still need you to contact us if your child, or 
anyone in their household develops symptoms or is going for a Covid test for any reason.  Your child must not 
attend school until a negative test is returned or the period of isolation has ended.   
 
Reporting on the above should still continue into the Christmas holidays too. You can do so by leaving a message 
on the school answer phone which will be checked daily. For more information about this, please see the 
attached letter from Pathfinder MAT. 
 
Have a great weekend. 
 
Mr White 

Weekly News 

NEW: Character Awards 
This week’s word of the week was ‘Pride’. When I spoke to the children as part of my assembly on Monday, I 
mentioned how proud I was of each and every one of them for the way they have been this term. They truly 
are an amazing set of individuals. Sadly, we couldn’t give a certificate to them all so here are our chocies this 
week.  

 
 
Next week’s word of the week is ‘Honesty’. 
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NEW: Year 2 Nativity 

With the help of our friends at Animated Objects, we have been fortunate enough to create a socially distanced 
Year 2 Nativity play. If you are a parent of a Year 2 pupil, you can access this via Tapestry which I believe you 

should all still have a login for. You should receive a notification of this shortly.  
NEW: Mobile Phone Use Whilst Driving 

It has been brought to my attention that there are some parents who are using their mobile phone whilst driving 
up and down West Bank at pick up and drop off time. Needless to say, please to not do this at all at any point 
whilst you are driving anywhere, let alone when in or near the school grounds. This is quite simply an accident 
waiting to happen as well as a substantial fine and points added to you license.   

REMINDER: Health and Safety 
Covid 19 
If ANYONE in your household, childcare bubble or support bubble has Covid symptoms your family should isolate 
and your child/ren cannot come to school. A Covid test should be arranged immediately for the individual 
showing symptoms. If a test is booked for anyone in these groups who is NOT displaying symptoms the rules are 
the same - please don't send your child/ren to school until you have the result. If it is negative, before your 
child/ren can return to school, the result of the test should be emailed to office@acomb.pmat.academy. If 
anyone in these groups has a positive test result, please contact us and we will advise about quarantine periods 
and work to do at home. Thank you. 
 
Flu immunisation catch up sessions 
If your child did not have the flu immunisation when the team came to the school, there is a chance to attend 
the drop-in clinic tomorrow, Saturday 12th December at Rawcliffe Pavilion, St Mark’s Grove, York YO30 5TS from 
9am-midday.  You do not have to book and you don’t need to take any paperwork.  
The team that administered the programme in school have asked if parents whose children had the immunisation 
will help them by providing some feedback by following the link below.  Thank you.  
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/QKP6C2J 
 

NEW: School Closures Friday 18th December 
You may have seen news reports about schools closing to children next Friday and taking it as a training day.  I 
can confirm that we will be open as planned every day next week.  The DfE made this announcement on 8th 
December and we decided immediately that we wouldn't even consider such a move – it would be incredibly 
disruptive to you and your children and not helpful to staff.  The suggestion that schools could close to children 
a day early and organise online training for staff at such short notice wasn't really a good one, as organising 
training takes much longer than that!  School term dates are planned months if not years in advance and 
shouldn’t be changed at a moment’s notice.  We are looking forward to seeing all of the children right up to the 
end of the day on Friday. 
As a reminder though, we will still be operating our usual flexible pick up on this day, allowing you to pick up  

your child earlier between 1pm and 1:20pm should you wish. For more about this, please see the 

information contained later in this newsletter. 

NEW: Out of School Club 
Due to the ongoing impact of Covid and around parent/carer working arrangements, we will be changing the 
OOSC opening hours. This will now run from 3pm until 5.30pm beginning on the 4th January 2021.  Due to the 
small number of children in the club between 5.30-6pm it is no longer sustainable for us to provide this service 
for those last 30 minutes. We apologise for any inconvenience that this may cause you, but it is the best way to 
secure the future of the club and it's staffing. We will review this at Easter and update you about the plans for 
the summer term.   
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 REMINDER : Parent Governor Role 
We currently have a vacancy within the Governing Body for a new Parent Governor. This position is becoming 
available after Christmas. If this is something you feel that you could commit to, or would like to know more 
information about, please feel free to contact Mr Haynes who will give you more information about this.  

NEW: Ignite Sports Coaching – After School Sports Clubs 
The current after school sports clubs delivered by Mr Shimmin and Mr Gallagher will be finishing next week. 
However, the clubs will be restarting again the first week back after the Christmas break (week commencing 
4th January 2021).  
These clubs have been a great success this term with limited places available again so please book well in 
advance to avoid disappointment. 
 
Wednesdays  - Year 5/6 Football  
Thursdays - Year 3/4 Football  
Fridays - Year 1/2 Multi-Skills 
 
CLICK HERE TO BOOK AN AFTER-SCHOOL SPORTS CLUB 
HOLIDAY CLUB   
Places are still available at the Christmas holiday club here at Acomb Primary School on Monday 21st, Tuesday 
22nd and Wednesday 23rd of December.  
CLICK HERE TO BOOK A HOLIDAY CLUB PLACE 
 
Any questions please email info@ignitesportscoaching.co.uk 
 

REMINDER: Friends of Acomb Primary 
 
FOAP are making a fundraising plea to our wonderful parents, carers, and friends. With the 
events that we usually run unlikely to go ahead in the current climate, we are looking at 
other ways of raising much needed funds for Acomb Primary.  
One of the easiest and safest ways for you to help us is for you to select FOAP as your 
chosen charity when shopping online.  
Start your online shopping at either easyfundraising or Amazon Smile (you need to shop via 

these sites) and then shop as normal. As a thank you for using 
them, they will make a small donation to us – at no extra cost to 
you.   
With the shopping we are all likely to do in the run up to 
Christmas, in the January sales and in preparation for any winter 
birthdays or events, these small donations will make a HUGE 
difference.   

Curriculum News 

Mathematical Thinking 
This week we want you to have a go at one of the tasks.  
The tasks are all follows: 
Dressing Elves - KS1 
Christmas Favourites - Y2-Y4 
Inside Santa's Workshop - Y4-Y6 
Who's Present? - Y5-6  
There is a video to watch for each activity with matching tasks to complete. Here is the link you need to follow: 
http://www.iseemaths.com/christmas/ 
Let us know how you get on! 
 

https://bookwhen.com/ignitesportscoaching-clubs?tags=APS#focus=ev-st85-20201022150000
https://bookwhen.com/ignitesportscoaching-clubs?tags=hc#focus=ev-shix-20201023083000
mailto:info@ignitesportscoaching.co.uk
http://www.iseemaths.com/christmas/
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 Christmas 2020 
We have reached the final week of our Autumn Term so please see below for any events that remain for this 
period. 
 
 

REMINDER: Christmas Cards 
We have now taken the last collection of children’s Christmas cards and will be distributing these amongst the 
children on Monday 14th Dec. We won’t be accepting any more from now on. 

REMINDER: At Home - Christmas Bingo 
Thanks so much to those of you who have purchased your Christmas Bingo card from the 
office and have been doing various activities based on the numbers given each day. It’s 
been wonderful to see what you have managed to do on our Twitter feed. If you haven’t 
shared your picture yet, please do so making sure you tag both @acombprimary and 
@BCS_York. All money raised will go to this amazing charity. 

REMINDER: At School – Christmas Party Days 
 
We’re excited to announce the Christmas Party dates for this year. Please see below. 
 

Mon 14th Dec Tues 15th Dec Wed 16th Dec Thurs 17th Dec Fri 18th Dec 
Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Rec, Year 1, Year 2 

in the morning 

 
Children should come to school dressed in their party wear on their party day! No school uniform on a party 
day! 

REMINDER: At School and Home - BSL Signed Songs 
 
We are hoping to learn some British Sign Language in school in the coming weeks and put together some 
Christmas songs, with some help from the deaf support team at Hempland Primary.  We will tweet out our 
performances using @acombprimary when we can.  

REMINDER: At School - Christmas Jumper Day 
 

We’d like everyone to wear a Christmas jumper on the last day of term.  There is no money 
involved in this, it is just for fun. 
Please note that there is no need to buy a Christmas jumper especially for this event.  Feel free 
to add a festive touch to an existing jumper instead – homemade and creative are usually better 
anyway!  

 
REMINDER: Christmas Closing 

 
For the past 5 or 6 years we have had a lovely end of term treat, singing some Christmas songs in the KS2 
playground.  This has always been really well supported by our children's families and a great way to end the 
term.  Sadly, we won't be able to do it this year because of the Covid restrictions.  However, we would like to still 
give you a chance to pick your child up early on the afternoon of the last day of term (18th December) as we 
know that many families like to do that and spend an afternoon together in the week before Christmas. We 
would therefore like to offer you the chance to do this between 1pm and 1:20pm on this day. This means that 
we can offer a staggered collection much like normal pick up and drop off times. The school will, of course, be 
open until 3pm if you are unable to collect your child early. 



 

 

 

Acomb Primary News 
PUTTING CHILDREN FIRST • ALWAYS AIMING HIGH    Issue 13: 10/12/2020 

  
Out of School Club 
The last after school session for OOSC will be on Thursday the 17th December this year. Our OOSC will still be 
open on Friday the 18th December for breakfast club though. 
 
Year 5 & 6 children 
If you are a Year 5 or 6 parent, we are happy for your child to leave the premises at 1.00pm but only if you have 
written a note in your child’s planner saying that this is fine to do so.  
 

Regular Updates 

Change of Address 
 
If you have changed your address, phone number or email address, please let us know by emailing 
office@acomb.pmat.academy and we will update our records.  It is, however, your responsibility to update your 
details on ParentPay.   
 

Pathfinder Newsletter 
 
The Pathfinder newsletter can be found at https://pathfinder.academy/news/ 
 

Illness and Absence 
 
We realise that there are a number of colds and sniffles going round the children and it is a difficult time 
knowing what to do about this.  We have sent you a flowchart that should help you when making a decision 
about whether your child should attend school. You can also find a copy on our Twitter feed. 
(https://twitter.com/acombprimary).    
In addition to all the health information we’ve shared with you, a reminder to check your child’s hair for 
headlice as there have been a few cases recently.  Pharmacists can advise about a variety of treatments. 
 

 

mailto:office@acomb.pmat.academy
https://pathfinder.academy/news/
https://twitter.com/acombprimary

