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 Head of School’s Introduction 

 
With only two weeks left until we break up for Christmas, the school is a buzz with excited children and staff. It’s 
so good to hear the children talk about how much they’re looking forward to Christmas Day and what presents 
they really want as well as seeing the classrooms and central courtyard decorated for this time of year. 
 
Please remember that next week sees our yearly Christmas Dinner days (see below for further information). As 
always, the menu for the day looks amazing and I must pass on a huge thank you to Sarah and her amazing team 
for organising this as brilliantly once again. 
 
Mr White 
 

Weekly News 

NEW: Character Awards 
 
This week’s word of the week was ‘Patience’. Again, it’s been really great to hear the conversations that have 
been sparked from this during the week. These children have shown great patience within school. Well done 
all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next week’s word of the week is ‘Pride’. 
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 REMINDER: Health and Safety 
Covid 19 
If ANYONE in your household, childcare bubble or support bubble has Covid symptoms your family should isolate 
and your child/ren cannot come to school. A Covid test should be arranged immediately for the individual 
showing symptoms. If a test is booked for anyone in these groups who is NOT displaying symptoms the rules are 
the same - please don't send your child/ren to school until you have the result. If it is negative, before your 
child/ren can return to school, the result of the test should be emailed to office@acomb.pmat.academy. If 
anyone in these groups has a positive test result, please contact us and we will advise about quarantine periods 
and work to do at home. Thank you. 
 
Car Parking 
In previous years, we have done a lot as a school to curb the problems we have with people parking outside the 
school gates at our Nursery Drive entrance. Sadly, we have noticed that this is once again becoming a problem 
and are trying our best to stop this from happening. As a reminder, please make sure that, if you are coming to 
collect your child in a car and are using this entrance to do so, you park well away from the gate as this is required 
for access to the school site by the Emergency Services. We also ask that you do not park on the pavement on 
Nursery Drive either as this causes bottle necks for those parents collecting on foot. The best option available to 
you is in fact to use our Park and Stride scheme currently being facilitated on the site of York Acorns rugby ground 
– a short walk from Nursery Drive. Your help with this would be much appreciated.  
 
Flu immunisation catch up sessions 
If your child did not have the flu immunisation when the team came to the school this week, there is a chance to 
attend a drop-in clinic on 12th December.  Please see the attached flyer for details. 
 
Footwear and playing on the school field 
All children in school need a change of footwear so that we can keep the floors and carpets inside the school as 
clean as possible.  In addition to this, children in years 3-6 need a pair of (old) joggers or similar to put on (over 
their school clothes) if they want to play football or similar on the field at lunchtime.  The field is very muddy at 
this time of year and we’d be grateful for your support with this.   
 

NEW: Parent Governor Role 
 
We currently have a vacancy within the Governing Body for a new Parent Governor. This position is becoming 
available after Christmas. If this is something you feel that you could commit to, or would like to know more 
information about, please feel free to contact Mr Haynes who will give you more information about this.  
  

REMINDER: Friends of Acomb Primary 
 
FOAP are making a fundraising plea to our wonderful parents, carers, and friends. With the 
events that we usually run unlikely to go ahead in the current climate, we are looking at 
other ways of raising much needed funds for Acomb Primary.  
One of the easiest and safest ways for you to help us is for you to select FOAP as your 
chosen charity when shopping online.  
Start your online shopping at either easyfundraising or Amazon Smile (you need to shop via 

these sites) and then shop as normal. As a thank you for using 
them, they will make a small donation to us – at no extra cost to 
you.   
With the shopping we are all likely to do in the run up to 
Christmas, in the January sales and in preparation for any winter 
birthdays or events, these small donations will make a HUGE 
difference.   
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 REMINDER: Ignite Sports Christmas Holiday Club 
 
Don’t forget that you can join Mr Shimmin and Mr Gallagher at the Christmas Holiday Club being hosted here at 
Acomb. See attached flyer for more information. 
 
 

Curriculum News 

Mathematical Thinking 
Here are the next 5 Maths Master questions for you to do at home. See if you can use any of the methods in 

the picture to show your answers. Don't forget to let us know how you get on! Why not tweet us you answers? 
Watch out for a Christmas themed Maths Challenge next week. Mrs Stevens and Miss Bevins 
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Active Travel Competition 

 
You may recall that we relaunched our Park and Stride car parks at the start of term. These are the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints on West Bank, and the York R.I. Sports and Social Club on Hamilton Drive. Firstly, 
we would like to thank all our parents who have been making use of these sites. 
  
To further encourage their use, and to help identify vehicles in the car parks as legitimate parent users, we are 
launching a competition to design a banner advertising the West Bank site and permits for parents to place in 
their vehicles for use at both sites. 
  
The design competition is split across Key Stages: we would like to invite pupils in Key Stage 1 to design the 
banner and pupils in Key Stage 2 to design the permit. Entry forms for each competition can be found attached 
to the newsletter or children can request a paper copy of the entry form from their class teacher. 
  
The deadline for entries is Friday 11th December and we hope to invite Councillor Taylor to judge entries, in 
recognition of his help with re-establishing the park and stride sites. We hope to have the permits and banners 
in place sometime in the New Year. 
  
If you have any queries about the competition, please contact me via the school email. T. Dennis 
 

Interactive Advent Activity Calendar: 
 
Developed by PE teachers and educators from around the country, the following link will take you to an 
interactive advent calendar which will give you a simple, easy to complete activity you can do at home as a 
family. The activities will be revealed each day so remember to keep checking back. 
https://www.outdoorted.co.uk/advent-calendar 
 

Christmas 2020 
 
The festive season is going to look very different this year both in and out of school.  We have spent some time 
thinking about how we can add some fun into the next few weeks for the children to make it as memorable as 
possible for them.  We also have some ways in which we hope you can join in too. 
All restrictions in force locally or nationally will be followed in school; this should be the same for you at home 
too.  
 

REMINDER: At Home - Christmas Bingo 
 
Thanks so much to those of you who have purchased your Christmas Bingo card from the 
office and have been doing various activities based on the numbers given each day. It’s 
been wonderful to see what you have managed to do on our Twitter feed. If you haven’t 
shared your picture yet, please do so making sure you tag both @acombprimary and 
@BCS_York. All money raised will go to this amazing charity. 
 
We had a great entry on Wednesday when one of our pupils decided to write 6 Christmas 
jokes to share with her class. Our favourite was…  
 

What units does Santa measure his height in?  
Punchline at the end of the newsletter. 

 
 

https://www.outdoorted.co.uk/advent-calendar
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 REMINDER: Christmas lunch 
 
Please remember, we will be serving Christmas lunch on two separate days this year so a big thank you to you 
all for agreeing to provide a packed lunch on the day when the other half of the school is having their Christmas 
meal.   
If your child is in Reception, Year 1 or 2 (classes KB, EP, AWLS, ES or DHSW), Christmas lunch will be on Tuesday 
8th December and ALL children will need a packed lunch on Wednesday 9th. 
If your child is in Years 3, 4, 5 or 6 (classes MCA,RS, DB, KJHC, CJ, TD, EJMB or OB), Christmas lunch will be on 
Wednesday 9th and ALL children will need a packed lunch on Tuesday 8th. 
Next Friday’s main course will be sausage and chips with peas.  All dietary variations will be catered for. 

 
REMINDER: At School – Christmas Cards 

 
Next week (7th to 11th Dec) is the week we have designated for children to bring in their 
Christmas cards to post in their class post boxes.  
At the end of the day on Friday, these will then go into quarantine for 48 hours and will 
be distributed by staff to the correct classrooms where your child will receive these on 
the w/b 14th December.  

 
REMINDER: At School – Christmas Party Days 

 
We’re excited to announce the Christmas Party dates for this year. Please see below. 
 

Mon 14th Dec Tues 15th Dec Wed 16th Dec Thurs 17th Dec Fri 18th Dec 
Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Rec, Year 1, Year 2 

in the morning 

 
Children should come to school dressed in their party wear on their party day! No school uniform on a party 
day! 

REMINDER: At School and Home - BSL Signed Songs 
 
We are hoping to learn some British Sign Language in school in the coming weeks and put together some 
Christmas songs, with some help from the deaf support team at Hempland Primary.  We will tweet out our 
performances using @acombprimary when we can.  

REMINDER: At School and Home - Foodbank Collection 
 
On Friday 11th December, we are holding a collection for the York Foodbank to help families in our area 
throughout the Christmas period. Any donations you wish to make can be brought into school.  At the moment, 
they are especially looking for: 
 

 Laundry detergent 

 Biscuits 

 Sponge puddings 

 Tinned fruit 

 Jam 

 Toothpaste 

 Shaving foam 

 Disposable razors 

 Long life fruit juice 

 

We will put a table outside the main entrance of 

school for you to put your donated items on the 

morning of Friday 11th December.  If you can’t make 

it to school that morning, please make separate 

arrangement to drop off earlier that week with Mrs 

Forrest in the office. 
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 REMINDER: At School - Christmas Jumper Day 
 

We’d like everyone to wear a Christmas jumper on the last day of term.  There is no money 
involved in this, it is just for fun. 
Please note that there is no need to buy a Christmas jumper especially for this event.  Feel free 
to add a festive touch to an existing jumper instead – homemade and creative are usually better 
anyway!  

 
REMINDER: Christmas Closing 

 
For the past 5 or 6 years we have had a lovely end of term treat, singing some Christmas songs in the KS2 
playground.  This has always been really well supported by our children's families and a great way to end the 
term.  Sadly, we won't be able to do it this year because of the Covid restrictions.  However, we would like to still 
give you a chance to pick your child up early on the afternoon of the last day of term (18th December) as we 
know that many families like to do that and spend an afternoon together in the week before Christmas. We 
would therefore like to offer you the chance to do this between 1pm and 1:20pm on this day. This means that 
we can offer a staggered collection much like normal pick up and drop off times. The school will, of course, be 
open until 3pm if you are unable to collect your child early. 
Out of School Club 
The last after school session for OOSC will be on Thursday the 17th December this year. Our OOSC will still be 
open on Friday the 18th December for breakfast club though. 
 
Year 5 & 6 children 
If you are a Year 5 or 6 parent, we are happy for your child to leave the premises at 1.00pm but only if you have 
written a note in your child’s planner saying that this is fine to do so.  
 

Regular Updates 

Change of Address 
 
If you have changed your address, phone number or email address, please let us know by emailing 
office@acomb.pmat.academy and we will update our records.  It is, however, your responsibility to update your 
details on ParentPay.   
 

Pathfinder Newsletter 
 
The Pathfinder newsletter can be found at https://pathfinder.academy/news/ 
 

Illness and Absence 
 
We realise that there are a number of colds and sniffles going round the children and it is a difficult time 
knowing what to do about this.  We have sent you a flowchart that should help you when making a decision 
about whether your child should attend school. You can also find a copy on our Twitter feed. 
(https://twitter.com/acombprimary).    
In addition to all the health information we’ve shared with you, a reminder to check your child’s hair for 
headlice as there have been a few cases recently.  Pharmacists can advise about a variety of treatments. 
 

Punchline: Santameters 

mailto:office@acomb.pmat.academy
https://pathfinder.academy/news/
https://twitter.com/acombprimary

