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 Head of School’s Introduction 

 
With our character focus this week being ‘Community’, it’s led me to reflect on what an amazing community we 
have within our school at the moment. Even in trying times, the sense of this word is as strong as it ever has  
been and encapsulates children, staff, governors and you as parents and carers. We don’t need to look far to find 
examples of this at all. The generosity you’ve shown towards our Friends of Acomb and Children in Need non 
uniform days, the engagement with our Get It Bright day, your interaction with Twitter and the general sense of 
normality in the playground at drop off and pick up all show that we are working hard together to create a 
wonderful environment for the children in our care. Thank you for this. 
 
Have a great week ahead, 
 
Mr White 
 
P.S. Make sure you read the whole of the newsletter as our Christmas plans for 2020 are included.  
 

Weekly News 

Character Awards 
 
This week’s word of the week was ‘Community’ which coincided with National Anti-Bullying Week. Throughout 
the week we have been drawing children’s attention to the importance of welcoming, caring for and respecting 
everyone around us. We has such a wonderful community of individuals  in our school and it was tough to 
choose only a handful of children to award our character certificates this week. However, the children below, 
showed an enrmaous sense of community this week so well done to you all.  

 

 
Children In Need 

 
I said last week that we were overwhelmed with the generosity everyone showed towards Children in Need last 
week and am pleased to announce that we raised a grand total of… 

£459.88! 
Once again, thank you so much for supporting such a wonderful cause.  
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 Yellow Team Non-Uniform Day  
 
As I mentioned last week, Yellow Team were the winners of our team point award last half term and therefore 
have won the right to come to school in non uniform as their prize. Don’t forget to so this on Friday the 27th 
November.  
 

Health and Safety 
 
Covid Symptoms 
If ANYONE in your household, childcare bubble or support bubble has Covid symptoms your family should 
isolate and your child/ren cannot come to school. A Covid test should be arranged immediately for the 
individual showing symptoms. Before your child/ren can return to school the result of the test should be 
emailed to office@acomb.pmat.academy. The link below to the Pathfinder newsletters gives you more 
information about isolation periods. 
 

E-Safety and Social Media 
 
You may have seen the recent Panorama programme about Tik Tok – the social media video sharing app.  It 
highlighted many concerns about the app and safety for younger children.  The age requirement for using Tik 
Tok is 13, so none of our children should have an account anyway, but I am sure that many of them have seen 
things on it.  It is an interesting programme to watch and I thought it would be worth sharing the link here in 
case you missed it: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000p3p9 
 

Friends of Acomb Primary 
 
FOAP are making a fundraising plea to our wonderful parents, carers, and friends. With the 
events that we usually run unlikely to go ahead in the current climate, we are looking at 
other ways of raising much needed funds for Acomb Primary.  
One of the easiest and safest ways for you to help us is for you to select FOAP as your 
chosen charity when shopping online.  
Start your online shopping at either easyfundraising or Amazon Smile (you need to shop via 

these sites) and then shop as normal. As a thank you for using 
them, they will make a small donation to us – at no extra cost to 
you.   
With the shopping we are all likely to do in the run up to 
Christmas, in the January sales and in preparation for any winter 
birthdays or events, these small donations will make a HUGE 
difference.   
 

Active Travel Day – Get It Bright 
 
Get it bright day - Friday 20th November 
We’ve had an amazing turnout today to support Get It Bright Day. 
Thanks so much you your participation in this. There were certainly 
some extremely bright fashion choices. Joking aside, raising awareness 
of this is so important particularly with the days getting shorter and the 
sun being less prevalent. If your child is out during the evening or on 
darker days, please make sure they dress to be seen. We also highly 
promote the use of helmets and lights when riding bikes too.  
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000p3p9
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 Best Vest design competition 
As part of our ‘Get It Bright’ campaign, we launched our Best Vest design competition last week. After an 
abundance of entries, we are pleased to announce the following pupil as our winner. Congratulations.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas lunch 
 
Thank you for returning the Christmas lunch slips so promptly.  We will contact you individually if we haven’t 
had a response yet.  As a reminder, we will be serving Christmas lunch on two separate days this year so we 
have asked parents to provide a packed lunch on the day when the other half of the school is having their 
Christmas meal.   
If your child is in Reception, Year 1 or 2 (classes KB, EP, AWLS, ES or DHSW), Christmas lunch will be on Tuesday 
8th December and ALL children will need a packed lunch on Wednesday 9th. 
If your child is in Years 3, 4, 5 or 6 (classes MCA,RS, DB, KJHC, CJ, TD, EJMB or OB), Christmas lunch will be on 
Wednesday 9th and ALL children will need a packed lunch on Tuesday 8th. 
 

Ignite Sports Christmas Holiday Club 
Don’t forget that you can join Mr Shimmin and Mr Gallagher at the Christmas Holiday Club being hosted here at 
Acomb. See attached flyer for more information. 
 

Curriculum News 

Mathematical Thinking 
As part of promoting our mathematical thinking in school, we are introducing these 'Maths Masters' questions. 
Have a go at the questions for your key stage. Year 3/4 is Lower KS2 and Year 5/6 is Upper KS2 if you aren't 
sure!  
If applicable, can you draw your working out? Can you show it using a written method? Can you tell someone 
about how you worked it out?  
 
We look forward to 
hearing how you have 
got on answering these! 
Like last week, pupils 
may access some of 
these during the school 
week. However we 
would like to continue to 
encourage you to take 
part. 
Have fun and look out 
for more next Friday! 
Mrs Stevens and Miss 
Bevins 
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Don’t forget…BARVEMBER 

 
What is Barvember? What’s the point? 
Barvember is organised by White Rose Maths to encourage everyone to use the 'bar model'. We believe that 
the Bar Model is a useful tool for helping children visualise and then solve maths problems. Even some of the 
most complex problems can seem much easier when represented visually.  Bar models are not the ONLY way of 
visualising a problem and these problems can also be solved in other ways.   
Why should we take part? 
We hope for the fun of doing maths!  Lots of prizes available too; BARS of Fairtrade chocolate and places on our 
courses to name a few. 
How do I share my solution? 
• Tweet it to @WhiteRoseMaths and use #barvember 
• Send it to support@whiterosemaths.com 
Do I need to understand bar models to take part? 
The problems are designed so that people who have no or limited experience of bar modelling can still get 
involved, and the solutions are available the following day on Twitter and on the White Rose website.  There 
are three versions this year: one version where the bar model is fully or part-drawn, one where there is space 
to draw the bar model, and a third 'challenge'.  Each day, there are a couple of problems for key stage one, and 
another couple for key stage two.   
 
Pupils may access some of these problems in school but we would like to encourage you to take part at home 
too!  Use the website below or the Twitter account for White Rose to access the problems.  
 

https://whiterosemaths.com/resources/classroom-resources/barvember/page/2/  
 
Happy 'Barvember'! 
 

Christmas 2020 Plans 
 
The festive season is going to look very different this year both in and out of school.  We have spent some time 
thinking about how we can add some fun into the next few weeks for the children to make it as memorable as 
possible for them.  We also have some ways in which we hope you can join in too. 
All restrictions in force locally or nationally will be followed in school; this should be the same for you at home 
too. 

 
At Home: Christmas Bingo 

 
To support our charity of the year – Bereaved Children Support York – we are offering a 
‘Christmas Bingo’ for families.  
For just £2 you can buy a bingo card with 12 random numbers between 1 and 16.  Each school 
day in December we will tweet a number of the day.  If you have that number on your card you 
should do something festive with that number – be as creative as you like with this, for 
example: 

 Sing 2 Christmas carols 

 Go for a 15 minute run/walk/jog/skip wearing a Santa hat or Christmas jumper 

 Watch 1 Christmas movie 

mailto:support@whiterosemaths.com
https://whiterosemaths.com/resources/classroom-resources/barvember/page/2/
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  Bake 12 mince pies 

 Tell 7 Christmas jokes 
It doesn’t matter what you do, it’s just for fun.  We would love to see your festive fun via our Twitter feed – tag 
us @acombprimary and include @bcs_york as well if you can. 
Copies of the grid will be available next week.  A £2 voluntary donation will be on ParentPay for each child in 
school.  If you would like one, please make a payment and we will send a card home with your child.  (Please 
don’t send cash).  Thank you.   

 
At School and Home: BSL Signed Songs 

 
We are hoping to learn some British Sign Language in school in the coming weeks and put together some 
Christmas songs, with some help from the deaf support team at Hempland Primary.  We will tweet out our 
performances using @acombprimary when we can.  

 
At School and Home: Foodbank Collection 
 
On Friday 11th December, we are holding a collection for the York Foodbank to help families in our area 
throughout the Christmas period. Any donations you wish to make can be brought into school.  At the moment, 
they are especially looking for: 

 Laundry detergent 

 Biscuits 

 Sponge puddings 

 Tinned fruit 

 Jam 

 Toothpaste 

 Shaving foam 

 Disposable razors 

 Long life fruit juice 

 
At School: Christmas Jumper Day 

 
We’d like everyone to wear a Christmas jumper on the last day of term.  There is no money 
involved in this, it is just for fun. 
Please note that there is no need to buy a Christmas jumper especially for this event.  Feel free 
to add a festive touch to an existing jumper instead – homemade and creative are usually better 
anyway!  

 
Christmas Closing 

 
For the past 5 or 6 years we have had a lovely end of term treat, singing some Christmas songs in the KS2 
playground.  This has always been really well supported by our children's families and a great way to end the 
term.  Sadly, we won't be able to do it this year because of the Covid restrictions.  However, we would like to still 
give you a chance to pick your child up early on the afternoon of the last day of term (18th December) as we 
know that many families like to do that and spend an afternoon together in the week before Christmas. We 
would therefore like to offer you the chance to do this between 1pm and 1:20pm on this day. This means that 
we can offer a staggered collection much like normal pick up and drop off times. The school will, of course, be 
open until 3pm if you are unable to collect your child early. 
Out of School Club 
The last after school session for OOSC will be on Thursday the 17th December this year. Our OOSC will still be 
open on Friday the 18th December for breakfast club though. 

We will put a table outside the main entrance of 

school for you to put your donated items on the 

morning of Friday 11th December.  If you can’t make 

it to school that morning, please make separate 

arrangement to drop off earlier that week with Mrs 

Forrest in the office. 
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Year 5 & 6 children 
If you are a Year 5 or 6 parent, we are happy for your child to leave the premises at 1.00pm but only if you have 
written a note in your child’s planner saying that this is fine to do so.  
 

Regular Updates 

Change of Address 
 
If you have changed your address, phone number or email address, please let us know by emailing 
office@acomb.pmat.academy and we will update our records.  It is, however, your responsibility to update your 
details on ParentPay.   
 

Pathfinder Newsletter 
 
The Pathfinder newsletter can be found at https://pathfinder.academy/news/ 
 

Illness and Absence 
 
We realise that there are a number of colds and sniffles going round the children and it is a difficult time 
knowing what to do about this.  We have sent you a flowchart that should help you when making a decision 
about whether your child should attend school. You can also find a copy on our Twitter feed. 
(https://twitter.com/acombprimary).    
 

 
 
 

Holgate Windmill 
 
The Holgate Windmill Preservation Society has produced a recipe book to raise funds.  It costs £5 and can be 
purchased from the Windmill between 10am and midday on a Saturday.  They accept cash or card payments.  
Two of the children’s favourite recipes prepared by our kitchen staff are in the book too! 
 

Contacting Teachers 
 
Recently, many KS2 teachers have been receiving emails from pupils at the weekend. Could I please advise you 
to speak to your children about this and ask that they only send emails to staff during school time please or 
schedule such emails for Monday mornings. 
  

Admissions Consultation for 2022-23 Entry 
 
This year's Admissions Consultation is being jointly held by all admissions authorities in the City of York between 
12 October and 29 November 2020. The consultation includes the admissions policies and planned number of 
places available at each school for entry in September 2022. For more information and to respond to the 
consultation, please visit the admissions page on our website or www.york.gov.uk/AdmissionsConsultation. 

 
Coronavirus Support Line 

 
The City of York’s Education Psychology Service are offering telephone support to those of you who may have 
questions or concerns about this. See the attached flyer for more information. 
 

mailto:office@acomb.pmat.academy
https://pathfinder.academy/news/
https://twitter.com/acombprimary
http://www.york.gov.uk/AdmissionsConsultation
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