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 Head’s Introduction 

I know that you will have been watching the continuing news this week about Covid-19 Coronavirus.  I would 
like to reassure you that as a school we are taking this very seriously and are doing everything we can to remain 
open as usual.  We will continue to follow the guidance from the government and Public Health England on this 
and will keep you updated on what is happening as soon as we have any news.  The central team at Pathfinder 
are in daily communication with City of York Council and also monitor the government guidance daily and will 
pass on any changes as soon as we get them.  Attached with this newsletter is the latest update from 
Pathfinder MAT that applies to all schools in the trust. 
 
In line with new guidance, any pupil with a fever or a new cough must self-isolate for 7 days.  In addition to this, 
all family members – siblings and parents/carers must also stay away from school for the same period.  If in 
doubt, please call us on 01904 798453 to clarify if this occurs.  These absences (including for siblings) will be 
authorised but we still need a phone call (on the first day of absence and if anything changes) – please leave a 
message on the automated absence line by dialling the school number and selecting option one.  To help with 
prevention, soap dispensers are checked daily, with extra soap available around school.  We remind children of 
the importance of handwashing throughout the day (especially before and after break and lunchtimes and 
when going to the toilet).  We have added posters and reminders of how to wash your hands properly and have 
been teaching children how to wash their hands thoroughly.  We will continue to do this next week and beyond 
and your support with this at home is greatly appreciated: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S9VjeIWLnEg 
https://youtu.be/bQCP7waTRWU 

 
In other news, this week we have been celebrating science week with some great investigations taking place 
across the school.  It has been great to see lots of science happening at home too, with lots of you using the 
#acombscience to share the fun you have had.  Have a look and see what we’ve been up to and add some of 
your own if you can. 
 
We have also started a new Twitter hashtag #APSreads to celebrate reading at our school.  Our new front 
entrance display is being updated regularly and this week features some brand new books we were lucky to 
have donated by Morrisons in Acomb last week.  We have also bought some new books for the library – thank 
you to Mrs Parker for taking time to sort these out and display them so wonderfully for us. 
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 Staff Training Day – Monday 16th March 

A reminder that we are closed to children on Monday for staff training.  We will be looking at 
assessment and next steps for children in different subject areas as well as updating information 
about of maths teaching.  We open again on Tuesday at the usual time. 

 

Parking 

The Church of Latter Day Saints has informed us they are having essential maintenance 
completed on Monday 30th March by Yorkshire Water. You may notice more vehicles and 
construction equipment, in the area, during this time. Please avoid parking in or near the church 

on this day. Thank you.  
 

Year 2 Display of ‘Bosses’ 

Following a visit to York Minster where Year 2 saw the ceiling bosses and looked at the different 
designs, they have designed and made their own ‘bosses’ with Nicola Stead.  These will be 
displayed in the Hall on Monday 23rd March from 2.40pm until 3.15pm.  Parents/carers are 

welcome to come and see them.  S. Wragg 
 

Reception classes visit to Holgate Windmill 

The Reception classes will be visiting Holgate Windmill next Wednesday 18th March.  A donation 
of £1.50 per child, via ParentPay, would be greatly appreciated.  All the money is given to the 
Windmill Preservation Society to support their work. 

Class EP will visit from 9:15 - 10:15am 
Class KB will visit from 10:15 - 11:15am 
Please let us know if you would be able to accompany us on our visit.  Unfortunately, we can’t accept an offer 
of help if you have other children in your care. Please note that, unless we get more helpers, we will have to 
cancel the visit.  Many thanks, Miss Peggs and Mrs Bradley 
 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 

We have lots of important dates throughout the school year and keep our school calendar up to date on the 
website.  It is a Google Calendar and will sync easily with your phone or tablet. 
You can see this calendar at: http://www.acombprimary.org.uk/parents/calendar-dates/ 

March 

Mon 16 Staff training day School closed to all children 

Tue 24 Parents’ Evening  

Wed 25 Parents’ Evening  

April 

Fri 3 School closes at 3pm for Easter holiday 

May 

A reminder that the early May Bank holiday has changed. 
School will be open on Monday 4th May and closed on Friday 8th May. 

 

 

  

http://www.acombprimary.org.uk/parents/calendar-dates/


 

 

 

Keeping our children safe 

If you have any concerns regarding the safety or welfare of a child at school please contact Miss Johnson or Mr S White, 
our Safeguarding Leads. 

 

Acomb Primary News 
PUTTING CHILDREN FIRST • ALWAYS AIMING HIGH    Issue 24: 13/03/2020 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Word of the Week 

Each week, we have a ‘Word of the Week’ that we talk 

about in assembly and in classes.  On Friday, we celebrate 

children who have been demonstrating the value in our 

celebration assembly. 

This week’s word is: 

Keeping Children Safe   

Each week we want to share a useful safety guide to help 

parents and carers build their own understanding of 

popular websites, games or apps that children are using.  

This week we have included a guide to safety when using 

YouTube.  See the end of this newsletter or here on our 

website for a larger version. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Hygiene 

Watch this video on Newsround for a useful way of 
showing your child how to wash their hands properly: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/51698180 

 

Maths Explained 

Each week we will be putting something about maths 

here, for example, definitions or explanations of how 

we teach concepts, things you can do in everyday life to 

promote maths, useful website links or puzzles for you 

to solve together at home. 

  

Maths in everyday life.  These are things you can talk 

to your children about and help them with by asking 

them questions about while doing everyday activities. 

 
Capacity:  Find bottles and cartons around your home.  

Sort them more than 2 litres, between 1 and   
2 litres and less than a litre. 

 

Puzzle of the day 

 

 

 

Books We Are Reading 

As a feature in this newsletter we are going to share some 

books that we are reading each week.  Some will be books 

we are reading in class and others will be books that staff 

are reading.  This week, Class EST have been reading The 

Fish Who Could Wish by John Bush and Korky Paul. 
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