
 

 

 

Keeping our children safe 

If you have any concerns regarding the safety or welfare of a child at school please contact Miss Johnson or Mr S White, 
our Safeguarding Leads. 
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 Head’s Introduction 

It’s hard to believe we’ve got to the end of February already.  It’s been a good first week back and the 
children have got straight back into their learning.  Next week is book week, with our book fair visiting 
with Derek once again on Wednesday.  Thursday is World Book Day and Friday is a chance for parents 
and carers to come into school to read with their children for our ‘Stay and Read’ session in all classes. 
 
As you will know if your child has been at our school for more than a year, we don’t dress up for World 
Book Day at Acomb Primary.  The emphasis for us is on reading for pleasure and learning about books, 
not on spending money on expensive single use outfits from supermarkets. 

 
Out of School Club 

Please remember that Acorns Out of School Club closes promptly at 6pm.  If you are running late, 
please arrange for a friend or relative to come and collect your child instead and inform the staff 
that this is happening. 

 
For this reason we would like you to provide the club with emergency contact details for us to ring if you are 
unable to call yourself.  Please note, breakfast and after school club will be in the Hall on 4th March because 
of the Book Fair being in school. 
 

Lost Property 

 A vast amount of lost property was donated to charity or washed and put in our second hand 
uniform boxes at the end of last half term.  None of these items were named or claimed by the 
children.  We are regularly asked about items left on the field/playground and, because they are 

mostly unnamed, it is impossible to return them to their owner.  Please check your child’s school uniform, 
shoes, coats, PE kit and water bottles this weekend and mark them clearly with his/her name.  Thank you.   
 

Year 6 Events 

Year 6 have been invited to the matinee of Archbishop Holgate's School 
forthcoming production “We Will Rock You!” next Wednesday, 4th March. We will 
be leaving school after lunch and travelling by coach which we are sharing with Rufforth Primary 

School.  The coach will leave Archbishop Holgate’s at 4pm so we will not be back to school until approximately 
4.20-4.30pm.  If your child normally walks home unaccompanied, he/she will be allowed to walk home 
unless you tell us otherwise by writing in his/her planner. 
 
On Monday 9th March Y6 are having a World War One day. We would love it if your child could come to school 
in an outfit or as a famous person from that era. Please be creative with this – there is no need to spend money 
on Amazon for costumes.  We will also be baking bread and in the afternoon York Vintage Dance will be visiting 
us and teaching us some dances of the time. 
 
To cover both these events, a donation of £5, via ParentPay, would be greatly appreciated for the transport on 
4th March and the Dance event on 9th March.  Thank you. 
 

School Lunch Menu 

Please find attached a copy of the menu for the remainder of this term.  Two changes have been 
made to week 2 (Monday and Wednesday).  Next Friday 6th March we will be trialling tomato and 
lentil soup again with a choice of sandwich and carrot and cucumber sticks.  Alternatively the 

children may choose fishcakes, new potatoes and vegetables.  All dietary variations will be catered for. 
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 Active Travel week 

Next week (Monday 2nd-Friday 6th) we are having an active travel week and we would like to 
encourage all parents and children to scoot, cycle, walk or skate to school, leaving the car at 
home. Stickers will be handed out throughout the week to those who commute in an active way 

and a prize will be awarded to the class with the most active journeys. Remember, cars should not be parked 

on West Bank or block the gates at the back gate onto Hamilton Drive. Our park and stride site at the York RI is 
open and will be having a grand opening next Friday (to celebrate some work done on the road surface, 
pavements and facilities for commuters). Thank you. 
 

Book Week 

A book fair will be held in school on Wednesday 4th March.   
During the day all the children will have the chance to visit the fair with their class 
and they will listen to a story or poem whilst also having the opportunity to browse 

and buy a book. They will be given the ir World Book Day voucher when they visit the book fair. This can be 
used to purchase one of the World Book Day £1 books or can be used towards the purchase of another book. 
The book fair will also be open after school until 3.45pm (in the Out of School Club room) if parents/carers 
would prefer to choose a book with their child. Books can also be reserved when children visit with their class. 
 
Prices will range from £1 (for the World Book Day Books) to £10. The majority of the books will be in the £5-£7 
price range.  The event will be staffed by Derek Harrison of Primary Books and will offer a wide selection of 
books.  Envelopes have been sent home today to be brought in on Wednesday ready for the book fair. 
 
Thank you in advance for your support of this event. 
 

Reception Classes Rhyme Challenge! 

As part of our World Book Day celebrations, the Reception children will be taking on 
a challenge to learn ten nursery rhymes in a week.  The children will bring home a 
copy of the rhymes today and it would be great if you could help out by practising 

them at home too.  On Friday 6th March we will perform some of our rhymes at the start of our stay-and-read 
session in the hall and would love to see you there!  K Bradley and E Peggs. 

 

We have lots of important dates throughout the school year and keep our school calendar up to date on the 
website.  It is a Google Calendar and will sync easily with your phone or tablet. 
You can see this calendar at: http://www.acombprimary.org.uk/parents/calendar-dates/ 

March 

Wed 4 Book Fair in school all day 
The Out of School Club will be in the Hall before and after 
school on this day 

Thu 5 World Book Day We are not dressing up for this 

Fri 6 Stay and Read 
Parents/carers invited to stay and read for 15-20 minutes 
at drop off time 

Mon 16 Staff training day School closed to all children 

Tue 24 Parents’ Evening  

Wed 25 Parents’ Evening  

April 

Fri 3 School closes at 3pm for Easter holiday 

May 

A reminder that the early May Bank holiday has changed. 
School will be open on Monday 4th May and closed on Friday 8th May. 

http://www.acombprimary.org.uk/parents/calendar-dates/
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Word of the Week 

Each week, we have a ‘Word of the Week’ that we talk 

about in assembly and in classes.  On Friday, we celebrate 

children who have been demonstrating the value in our 

celebration assembly. 

This week’s word is: 

Keeping Children Safe   

 

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-51561050  

 

 

 

Given the recent weather and rising river levels it seems 

appropriate to share some information on water safety. 

This website has some tips and useful reminders. 

https://www.rlss.org.uk/water-safety-in-a-flood  

  

Maths Explained 

Each week we will be putting something about maths 

here, for example, definitions or explanations of how 

we teach concepts, things you can do in everyday life to 

promote maths, useful website links or puzzles for you 

to solve together at home. 

  

If you think carefully, when was the last time you heard 

someone say “I can’t read”?  Now think when was the 

last time you heard someone say “I can’t do maths.” 

  

This is one of the most frustrating things that adults can 

say to children about their schoolwork.  It gives 

children the idea that it is socially acceptable to say this 

whereas it isn’t for reading!  Please help us by 

correcting this whenever you hear it or and reinforcing 

with your child that they can or will be able to do it 

with more practise. 

 

 

Puzzle of the day 

 

 

Reading 

Reading is a big focus of the work we do in school each 

day.  Children learn phonics systematically from day one 

of entry to school and this leads into their reading later in 

the school. 

Books We Are Reading 

As a new feature in this newsletter we are going to share 

some books that we are reading each week.  Some will be 

books we are reading in class and others will be books 

that staff are reading.  This week, Reception have been 

reading Kipper’s Beach Ball by Mick Inkpen – a story about 

patience. 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-51561050
https://www.rlss.org.uk/water-safety-in-a-flood
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 Grandparents’ Visit  

On Monday 9th March at 9am we would like Grandparents of children in Years 1 and 2 (Class AWLC, Class EST 
and Class DHSW) to come into school and talk to small groups within the classes about the 
toys that they played with when they were children. If they have any toys to show the 

children it would really bring our topic to life. This will be part of the introduction of our history 
topic on toys. Please let your child’s teacher know by 3pm on Thursday 5th March if you have a grandparent 
visiting us on this day or email office@acomb.pmat.academy. Thank you. 
 

PE Kit 

It is essential that all children have PE kit at school every day including suitable footwear for 
outdoor lessons (not shoes or boots).  When lessons take place outside a warm top and PE 

trousers/jogging bottoms are also required.  Please remind your child that it is compulsory for 
them to change for PE lessons.  If they don’t have their kit they can not take part in the lesson and may face an 
additional consequence or sanction if this is happens on repeated occasions. 
Year 4 Residential to Robin Hood’s Bay 

The children were all given a (printed) copy of a letter on Wednesday about a potential 
residential trip to Robin Hood’s Bay.  A copy is attached – please remember to respond by 

3pm on Monday.  Thank you to all those who have already replied. 
 

 



 

Follow the trail and help our Scarecrow find his storybook 

friends! 

Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th March: Holgate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 14th March Sunday 15th March 
Scarecrow Trial around Holgate 10.00-16.00 Scarecrow Trial around Holgate 10.00-16.00 

St Paul’s Church Family Fun: 10.00-16.00 St Paul’s Church  
School goes to church coffee 10.00-10.30 
Service 10.30-11.30 
Picnic café and family entertainment 12.30-
15.00.  

Westbank Park pop-up café in the Bowling 
Club Pavilion: 12.00-16.00 

Westbank Park pop-up café 11.00-15.00 

 St Paul’s School will be showing Shrek in 
the hall between 12.00-14.00 

* Scarecrow Trails £2 - all proceed to Friends of St Paul’s School. Available to buy in advance from St 

Paul’s School, The Fox Pub, St Paul’s Church Play Group, email fospyork@gmail.com or on the day 

from St Pauls Church and West Bank Park Pop-up Café. Further details and sales available on Friends 

of St Pauls York Facebook Group.  

Solve the clues 

and win a prize!   

Find my storybook 

friends! 

Film afternoon at 

St Pauls School   

Refreshments at 

West Bank Park 

pop-up Café.   

Join the family 

fun and café at 

St Paul’s Church!   

 

Buy a trail from St Paul’s 

School and Church, the 

Fox or West Bank Park 

Pop-up Café* 

mailto:fospyork@gmail.com


School Lunch Menu - General 
 
 
Week 1       16/03/20 

Monday  Tuesday   Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  

Training Day 
 
School closed to 
children 

Savoury beef 
mince and 
Yorkshire 
pudding, 
creamed potato 
and seasonal 
vegetables  

Cream of chicken 
and leek pie with 
parsley potatoes, 
broccoli and baby 
carrots 

Margharita pizza 
(wholemeal base) 
with brown rice 
and bean salad, 
and mixed 
vegetable fingers 

Fishfingers, chips, 
baked beans and 
peas 
or 
Baked potato 
with cheese, 
coleslaw and 
mixed salad 

 
 
 

Melon and 
pineapple boats 

Chocolate and 
orange 
shortbread 

Date and raisin 
flapjack 

Ice cream 

 
Week 2     02/03/20, 23/03/20 

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  

Vegan sausage 
rolls with herb 
potatoes, baked 
beans and peas 
 
 

Harlequin chicken 
with vegetables, 
tricolor pasta and 
seeded 
wholemeal bread, 
green beans and 
sweetcorn  

Roast beef and 
Yorkshire 
pudding, roast 
potatoes, gravy 
and seasonal 
vegetables 

Cheese and 
tomato pizza  or 
pepperoni pizza 
with cous cous 
and chick pea 
salad, carrot 
sticks and 
cucumber 

Cod and parsley 
fishcakes, new 
potatoes and 
mixed vegetables 
or 
Baked potato 
with cheese, 
baked beans and 
salad 

Rice pudding with 
apple and sultana 
 

Cheese and 
biscuits with apple 
and grapes 

Spiced pear 
crumble and 
vanilla sauce  

Apricot and 
cranberry seedy 
bar 

Ice cream pots 

 

Week 3   09/03/20, 30/03/20 

 Monday Tuesday   Wednesday  Thursday  Friday 

Wholemeal pasta 
with Italian tomato 
and herb sauce,  
home-made 
cheese/garlic 
bread with 
sweetcorn and 
broccoli 
 

Cheese/ham and 
tomato pinwheels 
(wholemeal flour) 
with quinoa 
salad, cucumber 
and pepper sticks 

Beef stew and 
dumplings with 
creamed 
potatoes, 
carrots and 
green beans 

Sausages, potato 
wedges, baked 
beans and peas 

Salmon fishcakes, 
new potatoes and 
seasonal 
vegetables 
or 
Baked potato 
with cheese, 
baked beans and 
side salad 

Banana and carrot 
cake with vanilla 
frosting 

50/50 Fruit and 
jelly pots 

Fruit salad and  
Chantilly cream 

Shortbread Strawberry 
yoghurt ice cream 

 


