
Keeping our children safe 

If you have any concerns regarding the safety or welfare of a child at school please contact Miss Johnson or Mr S White, our 

Safeguarding Leads. 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 
Welcome back and Happy New Year to you all.  I hope that you managed to get some time to relax over the 
holiday period.  It’s great to see everyone back in school and eager to learn again.  There are lots of exciting 
things planned for the next term – watch this space for updates each Friday. 
 
Staffing 

 Unfortunately Mr Baldwin is still unwell, following a period of illness that started in the Christmas 
holiday. He won’t be back at work next week.  His class will continue to be covered by Miss 
Richardson.  I am sure you would join me in sending him all our best wishes for a speedy recovery. 

I would like to welcome two new members of staff to the team – Miss Stead will be working alongside Mrs 
Johnson and Mr White in Y4/5, while Miss Horrocks will be working with Mrs Hatch and Mrs Wragg in Y2.  Both 
colleagues will be doing some of the teaching in the next few weeks. 
We also have a new member of staff working for Pathfinder trust – Mr Mike Wells who is the new estates and 
facilities manager and will be at Acomb from time to time. 
 
Year 6 RE lessons (Spring term) 

Starting next week, some of our discussions in Y6 RE lessons may involve talking about death and 
how different religions support people during these hard times. If you think there is anything 
specific that your child's class teacher needs to be aware of before we start these lessons, please 

contact us. Thank you. 
 
Afternoon Tea Event 

On Saturday 25th January Sarah Harrison (Miss Sarah our school cook!) and her daughter will be 
hosting afternoon tea (in the school hall from 12-5pm) to fundraise for Emily’s trip to Romania as 
part of the Young Leaders Award scheme. Whilst in Romania Emily will help with activities for 

young disabled adults, distribute food and visit adults in a state run institution and help with a building project.  
Students are actively encouraged to fundraise for the costs of the trip.  As well as afternoon tea, there will be 
Irish dancing and a tombola.  If you would like to come please enclose payment in an envelope, clearly marked 
with ‘Afternoon Tea’ and your name and surname, to the school office – cash only please. The price is £10 per 
person or £12.50 to include a glass of prosecco.  Sandwiches, scones, cake, biscuits and tea/coffee will be on 
the menu.  Please let us know of any dietary requirements.  Thank you 
 
Flu vaccine 

Please note the following catch up clinics are available for children to have the flu vaccine: the Flu 
Health Bus will be parked at the Askham Bar Tesco on Saturday 11th Jan between 10-2pm, Drop-
in clinic at the Costa Coffee in Haxby, Ryedale Court Shopping Centre, YO32 3SA on Monday 

20th January between 3.30-4.30pm and at Clifton Children’s Centre, Kingsway North on Tuesday 
21st January between 3-4.30pm.   These are all drop-in clinics for primary school age children who have not 
had their flu vaccination. No appointment is necessary and parents don’t need to bring anything along.  
 
Online Safety Guides 

Attached to this newsletter is a parent information guide to the popular social media video 
sharing app TikTok.  Although the recommended age for this app is 12+ I am sure many of our 
children have and use this, so this guide is to help you keep your child safe if they do use this. 
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Dates 

We have lots of important dates throughout the school year and keep our school calendar up to date on the 
website.  It is a Google Calendar and will sync easily with your phone or tablet. 
 

You can see this calendar at: http://www.acombprimary.org.uk/parents/calendar-dates/ 
 

January 

Tue 14 Young Voices Concert for Y5 
Final details were emailed to Y5 on 
08/01/20.  Please collect audience tickets 
from the school office.  

February 

Fri 14 School closes at 3pm for half term  

Mon 24 School opens at 8.45am for all children  

March 

Wed 4 Book Fair in school all day  

Thu 5 World Book Day We are not dressing up for this 

Fri 6 Stay and Read 
Parents/carers invited to stay and read for 
15-20 minutes at drop off time 

Mon 16 Staff training day School closed to all children 

Tue 24 Parents’ Evening  

Wed 25 Parents’ Evening  

April 

Fri 3 School closes at 3pm for Easter holiday  

 
Swimming 

 Classes DB and RS will be going swimming every Friday afternoon from Friday, 17th January until 
Friday 14th February (5 sessions).  The lessons take place at Better (formerly Energise) and the children 

travel there and back by bus.  Swimming is a compulsory part of the curriculum and children can only be 
excused for medical reasons.  Please ensure that your child arrives at school with appropriate swimwear and a towel each 
week.  A contribution of £20 per child is requested to help cover the costs of time in the pool, three qualified swimming 
teachers, a lifeguard and transport to and from the pool.  Please pay online using ParentPay.  Thank you. 
 
Grandparents’ Day 

On Monday 9th March 2020 at 9am we will be inviting Grandparents of children in Years 1 and 2 
(Class AWLC, Class EST and Class DHSW) to come into school and talk to small groups within the 

classes about the toys that they played with when they were children. If they have any toys to show the 
children it would really bring our topic to life. This will be part of the introduction of our history topic on toys. We are 
giving plenty of notice for this event and will ask in a future newsletters for names of those interested in attending.  A. 
Walker 
 
Crisp Packets 

We are collecting crisp packets (any size) for recycling – all proceeds go to the excellent Bereaved 
Children York charity.  Please bring or send crisp packets into school.  We have a collection bin in the 

school hall. 
 
Starting School in September 2020 

If you have a sibling due to start school next September, please let us know.  More importantly, please 
apply for a place online via the CYC website by 15th January.  Thank you. 

 
Christmas Jumpers – School Council 

We are still collecting Christmas jumpers/tops (adults and children) which we will save for a Christmas 
Jumper exchange.  Please send any you can spare to the school office before 31st January.  We will 

keep them for Christmas 2020!  Thank you. 
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