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Pathfinder News 

Pathfinder  
schools 
Pathfinder Multi Academy 

Trust was formed in  

August 2016, initially 

between four schools. 

Today, we are ten schools 

strong, soon to be 11, 

serving more than 4,200 

students and their 

families across York. 

As we look forward to the summer break 

I would like to take this opportunity to 

thank families across all ten of our 

schools for your continued support. The 

2021-22 academic year has been one of 

our most successful yet as a Trust with 

lots to celebrate and be proud of.  

 Since our last newsletter at Easter, 

Acomb Primary School had a visit from 

Ofsted. The school retained its Good 

judgement and joins three of our other 

primary schools, Clifton with Rawcliffe, 

Hempland and New Earswick, to receive 

highly positive Ofsted reports this year. 

Archbishop Holgate’s also celebrated 

Ofsted success in the autumn term after 

being judged Outstanding in all areas.  

Although these judgements are cause 

for celebration, we are equally proud  

of the all-round education our students 

receive, particularly the trips and extra 

curricular opportunities which have 

been taking place throughout this year.  

 The summer term has seen the return 

of statutory assessments after a two 

year hiatus due to the pandemic. 

Students sitting SATs, GCSE and A Levels 

performed exceptionally well and 

showed a great deal of resilience and 

determination to succeed.  

 We wish all families a safe and restful 

summer break and we look forward to 

the opportunities and experiences next 

year will bring when we welcome back 

students in September. 

 

 Andrew Daly,  

 Chief Executive Officer 
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Students and staff enjoying the sunshine on the Archbishop Holgate’s Paris trip 

Providing an excellent education from age 2 to 19 

Have a wonderful summer  
from everyone at Pathfinder 
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Acomb Primary School 
celebrates Ofsted outcome 

www.pathfindermat.co.uk 

Students and staff at Acomb Primary 

School have been celebrating the 

outcome of the school’s latest 

inspection. Ofsted rated the school as 

good and also found enough evidence 

of improved performance to suggest the 

school could be judged outstanding at 

its next inspection. 

 Headteacher, Lee Haynes, said: “I am 

delighted that the Ofsted report 

highlights the successes of the school. 

Our hard work over a number of years to 

build a strong curriculum offer has been 

recognised by this inspection. Being 

close to an outstanding judgement is 

something of which we are all very 

proud. I would especially like to 

commend the children for not only their 

exemplary behaviour but also their 

enthusiasm for learning and how 

passionate they are about our school.” 

This is the first inspection the school has 

had since joining Pathfinder and was 

last inspected in July 2014 when it was 

also rated good. 

 Describing what it is like to attend 

the school, the report opens with: “The 

school motto, ‘Putting Children First – 

Always Aiming High’ permeates Acomb 

Primary School. Pupils work hard and 

meet the high expectations that staff 

have for them. This helps pupils to 

achieve well in a variety of subjects.” 

 The inspector met with staff, students 

and governors, observed lessons, looked 

through samples of pupils’ work and 

examined a range of documents and 

school policies. 

Assessing what the school does well, the 

inspection found: “Leaders have 

planned an ambitious curriculum for all 

pupils, including those with special 

educational needs and/or disabilities 

(SEND). The behaviour of pupils was 

described as exemplary and they also 

display strong attitudes to learning in 

lessons. The provision for pupils’ wider 

development was found to be a real 

strength of the school. Highlighting the 

leadership of the school, the report also 

noted: “The school is well led. Leaders 

have pupils’ best interests at the heart 

of every decision they make.” 

 The school’s acting Chair of 

Governors, Juliet Burton, said: “It is 

wonderful to see the hard work of the 

staff, pupils, parents and the local 

community endorsed in this Ofsted 

report. Congratulations to all of them. 

We are all looking forward to building 

on this very positive outcome going 

forward, to have a school which is 

recognised as outstanding in every 

way.” Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust’s 

CEO, Andrew Daly, said: “Well done and 

congratulations to the children, staff, 

governors and families at Acomb 

Primary School. This is an excellent 

achievement given the disruption to 

education over the past two years and 

the more rigorous Ofsted framework 

schools are assessed on. We look 

forward to securing the outstanding 

judgement for Acomb when inspectors 

return.” You can read the full Ofsted 

report by clicking here. 

Clean air day at the 

University of York 

Year 5 children visited the University 

of York to celebrate Clean Air Day 

2022. St Lawrence’s Squirrels class 

were buzzing with excitement as 

they entered the Department of 

Chemistry for a morning of air 

pollution activities. Researchers 

from the Wolfson Atmospheric 

Chemistry Laboratories fielded 

scores of questions and 

demonstrated some laser-based 

instruments monitoring indoor air 

quality. The highlight of the visit was 

undoubtedly the donning of lab 

coats and safety specs to allow the 

children to undertake their own 

paper chromatography experiments! 

This was followed by the making of 

‘pollution catchers’, and another 

almighty Q&A. Year 5 at Badger Hill 

were next to visit, but with an 

unexpected twist. They’d done some 

fieldwork of their own, and were 

able to teach the research team how 

air pollution affects lichens in the 

local area. A big thank you to all the 

kids, school and university staff who 

participated – we all had a fabulous 

time. Year 5 classes wishing to 

participate in Clean Air Day 2023 can 

contact terry.dillon@york.ac.uk. 

Acomb Primary School Headteacher, Lee Haynes 

https://pathfinder.academy/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/10227616-Acomb-Primary-School-144265-Final-Report.pdf
mailto:terry.dillon@york.ac.uk
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As with every school at this time of 

the year, Acomb is still an incredibly 

busy place. It has been a great 

term with so much going on. 

The school has been 

buzzing with new starters 

completing their 

induction, Year 5 have 

been learning how to 

sing opera and Year 6 

have been preparing 

for their end-of-year 

performance of 

‘Twelfth Night’. One 

particular highlight 

has been the 

entrepreneurial skills 

displayed in Year 6 in the form 

of a ‘£5 challenge’. Working in 

groups of four, the children were 

given £5 with the sole purpose of 

making as much profit as possible 

over a two-week period. The children 

had to work collaboratively to pitch 

ideas to their year group, create 

publicity and manage the 

undertaking of their chosen 

money-making ideas. 

This was an excellent 

success as the children 

had many ideas, which 

were whittled down to two 

or three quality activities 

per group. Some children set 

up stalls at breaktime, 

lunchtime and after school to 

sell loom bands, popcorn and 

ice pops in the hot weather. 

Others chose to use their skills 

to plait hair or bake delicious 

treats; others hosted film nights 

and discos. Throughout the 

process, the emphasis was on the 

children developing their 

organisational and teamwork skills in 

order to direct their activities as 

independently as possible. This was 

done incredibly well as groups sent 

out permission slips and created 

spreadsheets to share with staff 

members. As the fortnight ended and 

the money was collated, the children 

had done amazingly well. Not only 

have they raised enough money to 

pay for the entirety of their end-of-

year trip but a £700 donation has 

been made to our charity of the year - 

The Lily Foundation. We are all 

incredibly proud of the hard work that 

the Year 6 children have put into this 

successful venture.  

Archbishop Holgate’s School were 

delighted to welcome the Archbishop 

of York, Stephen Cottrell, to take part 

in the school’s Year 13 leavers 

celebration.  

 Attended by students, parents and 

teachers, the evening was an 

opportunity to celebrate and reflect 

on the students’ achievements and 

time at school before they sit their A 

Level exams. Head of the Sixth Form, 

Francesca De Lashley, said: “We were 

delighted the Archbishop was able to 

attend the evening and share in 

celebrating our Year 13s’ time at 

school. For many of our Sixth Form 

students this marks the end of seven 

years at Archbishop Holgate’s and 

was the last time they will all spend 

together in school. It was a lovely 

evening, sharing memories with 

friends and teachers and also an 

opportunity to thank the Year 13 

students for the many 

contributions they’ve made 

during their time at school.” 

 The Archbishop shared many 

words of encouragement telling 

students to use the gifts they’ve 

been given to the full and to 

pursue their dreams to benefit 

themselves and the world. He also 

said the school values of Justice, 

Compassion, Forgiveness and Trust 

are beautiful things that not just the 

school needs but that also the world 

needs and encouraged students to let 

them shine out of their lives.  

 The evening also included prayers 

and readings from students and staff 

and musical pieces performed by the 

school’s Unity Choir. Headteacher, 

Andrew Daly, said: “I would like to 

thank the Archbishop for taking the 

time to join our leavers celebration 

and for his inspiring words or 

encouragement. The students have 

shown an incredible amount of 

resilience and determination over the 

past two years and it was a real 

pleasure to celebrate their time at 

Archbishop Holgate’s as a school 

community.” 
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We have had a wonderful term at Badger Hill which has 

involved lots of hard work but also lots of fun. This has 

resulted in some wonderful end of year achievements 

across the whole school both academic and otherwise. 

As we say goodbye to our fabulous Year 6 children we 

celebrated their creative talents as they took part in a 

‘Playhouse Project’ organised by the Theatre Royal. We 

have partnered with the Theatre Royal for a few years  

               now and this is the 

first time that we have 

been able to take part 

in this wonderful 

experience. Our Year 

6 children have 

rehearsed their hearts 

out and performed 

the play ‘Dreaming by 

Day’ on stage at the 

Theatre Royal. 

 It has been 

wonderful to  

welcome parents 

back into school over 

the last term so that 

we can enjoy our  

          traditional annual 

events! We held our sports days earlier this term and 

the children and parents thoroughly enjoyed them. 

 As part of the Queen’s Jubilee, we had a lovely 

celebration lunch, a visit from the ice cream van and tea 

and cake in the afternoon sunshine. Finally, we had the 

honour of taking part in the Queen’s Baton Relay. This 

really was an honour and two of our Year 6 children 

were able to carry the baton on behalf of Badger Hill.  

 The year has flown by but it has been wonderful to 

be back in school and enjoying everything that we do. A 

huge thank you to the children, parents and staff for 

making in an amazing year. 

The extremely talented 

children in Year 5 at 

Clifton with Rawcliffe 

displayed what can 

only be described as a 

West End worthy 

performance of 

‘Cinderella 

Rockerfella’. With a 

modern twist on the 

classic children’s 

favourite ‘Cinderella’, 

the musician, 

Rockerfella, had had 

enough of his fame 

              and was ready to 

throw in the towel as he realised the stardom isn’t all 

it’s cracked up to be. Rockerfella was focussed on 

finding his one true love, and where better to find her 

than the Midnight Ball. Here he met the girl of his 

dreams - the beautiful Cinderella. Fairy Nasty Boots and 

the Ugly Sisters tried to put a stop to the fairytale 

happy ending but Cinderella’s Fairy Godmother and her 

fairy friends, along with Buttons and her dog Teaser, 

soon put a stop to that. Luckily, it all ended happily ever 

after - Cinderella and her fella got together! 

 The production debuted with two school house 

shows to the whole school, followed by three evening 

performances to family members, who were very proud 

and gave fantastic  

feedback. The 

enthusiasm and 

enjoyment from 

all the children 

involved was 

evident and the 

amazing buzz 

around school on 

show nights was 

incredible. The 

wonderful props 

and production  

values were vital 

to the overall 

aesthetics, the 

dedication and  

time spent learning lines and cues definitely paid off, as 

well as the musical numbers and phenomenal solos 

being hailed as a standout success.  

 A huge well done to all children and staff involved in 

piecing together such an interactive, hilarious and 

joyful performance!     
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Our team of Planet Protectors have 

really established themselves at 

school and the representatives from 

all year groups have really taken this 

responsibility seriously and the group 

is continuing to go from strength to 

strength. We can hardly believe that 

is has only been up and running since 

February and just how much has been 

achieved in that time! 

 

So far, the children 

have organised a 

whole school 

competition to create 

a logo for the group  

that is displayed around school to 

raise the awareness and keep a high 

profile of what we are doing as a 

school to help the environment. 

 Next, it was decided that pen 

recycling should be an initiative 

across school and all classrooms now 

have green recycling boxes for all 

used pens. These are then transported 

to the local St Nick’s Environment 

Centre. 

 Litter pickers have been purchased 

and were funded by a generous 

donation by a parent. These have 

been used to ensure there is no litter  

 

on our school site and local area litter 

picking is now planned in for next 

year. 

 The final initiative for this year has 

been to investigate how we can 

reduce food waste at play and 

lunchtimes. In the new school year, 

compost bins will be on our school 

grounds for fruit and vegetable waste 

which will then be used to nourish our 

school garden. 

 What a brilliant start out team of 

Planet Protectors have made! Who 

knows what next year will bring. 

Children at Heworth 

have been buzzing  

as they learn how to 

‘bee friendly’. We 

were delighted to welcome Tom 

from Forest of Flowers into school to 

learn more about how amazing bees 

are and why it is important that we 

are more bee friendly. As well as 

learning about how important bees 

are in the production of food and 

farming, children considered how 

they can be active in helping to raise 

awareness about what we can do to 

make a practical difference to bee 

numbers in our local area. 

 Children created bee dens, 

produced informative leaflets, wrote 

letters to local councillors and used  

their IT skills to further promote this 

important message. Headteacher 

Michael Carr said: “We are really 

grateful to Tom from Forest of 

Flowers, for spending the morning 

with pupils as they learn about the 

importance of bees.” Pupil Scarlett-

Jo said: “I didn’t know that bees have 

five eyes!” 

 This term we also had a special 

week celebrating the Queen’s 

Platinum Jubilee which included a 

street party and a royal parade. 
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This term, we are delighted to  

have been awarded the Gold  

Sports Mark. This was previously  

achieved in 2018-19 and we are  

very proud to have maintained  

this status since then. 

 The children and staff at  

Rufforth embrace every  

opportunity to participate in  

competitions; welcome visiting coaches; try new 

activities, and learn more about physical and mental 

health. The culmination of our sporting year was our 

whole school Sports Week in June. 

           Throughout the course 

of the week, children 

had a variety of 

activities in which to 

participate. From      

archery to circuit 

training, street dancing 

to yoga, and a giant 

inflatable assault 

course! The theme of 

the week was the 

Commonwealth Games. 

Children were placed 

into mixed age groups 

              and they were given a 

country to research and represent. The highlight of the 

week was Sports Day, a full day of activities including 

team competitions and individual races. Families joined 

us to celebrate teamwork, friendship, resilience and 

kindness. 

 We are extremely 

proud of our pupils for 

their dedication to all 

aspects of physical 

activity and school 

sport, including those 

young volunteers, 

leaders and officials 

who made our events 

possible. We are 

committed to using 

the School Games to try  

and engage those children who haven’t previously been 

active or represented our school and to try and ensure 

that all our pupils have a positive experience and to try 

out new activities beyond school too in our community. 

We believe in the power of physical activity and as a 

school, give opportunities to those young people that 

need it most either as a participant, leader, official or 

volunteer. 

This term has been all about new experiences and our 

pupils have loved these alongside their usual summer 

experiences. For our Year 3 pupils, this is their first 

chance to experience a sports day with spectators. As 

well as sports days, our Year 6 pupils have visited York 

University and our Reception children have visited New 

Lodge in New Earswick. Year 3 and 4 pupils have done 

their pedestrian safety training and our Year 6 pupils 

have designed, made and sold products to the 

community as they learn about enterprise and put their 

HSBC training to the test. Year 2 have entertained their 

parents at a special gallery event and everyone has 

enjoyed an end of year treat supported by our Friends 

of New Earswick Group (FONES). This event allowed the 

pupils to complete an obstacle course and bounce their 

hearts out followed by a visit from the ice cream van. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 We certainly have packed a huge amount into the 

year and I cannot thank the staff team enough for their 

dedication and hard work throughout a very 

challenging year and last, but not least, I cannot praise 

and thank the children enough for getting stuck in and 

enjoying their learning in such an inspiring way. 
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St Lawrence’s values are caring, 

considerate and courageous and all 

the children have been showing these 

values all the way through school. Our 

youngest children have shared all 

their wonderful learning with their 

families in our sharing assembly and 

our oldest children have been visiting 

their new schools ready for the next 

phase of life. This is on top of lots of 

sporting events which included the 

Queen’s Jubilee Baton relay where 

pupils Caden and Lana held the 

Commonwealth Games torch. 

 Year 6 have taken part in 

the York Civic Trust’s speaking 

competition where they  

presented their views on  

whether the plague or covid was 

worse. They came to the conclusion 

that is was the plague - but covid 

wasn’t far behind. 

 It has also been great to see some 

of the Year 6 children plan a lunch 

time club for the Year 1 and Year 2s. 

Meanwhile, Gardening Club has been 

picking strawberries and showcasing 

to their parents what they have been 

doing in our fantastic vegetable plots. 

The Year 3s have been completing 

their Agents of Change project. They 

have redecorated one of the sheds to 

turn it into a lending library for 

children and parents to bring and 

swap books in. They have even told 

the Lord Mayor of York about it who  

 

has agreed to come and visit the  

school to see the grand unveiling! 

 We have also been awarded the 

Gold Mark from School Games. This is 

very exciting and is testament to all 

the activities and opportunities we 

provide for students both in and out 

of school. We have also been  

celebrating a fantastic win for our 

girls’ football team in their very first 

match. 

 It has been a fantastic year at St 

Lawrence’s and we are looking 

forward to this continuing next year 

too. In the meantime, we wish all our 

wonderful Year 6s all the luck in the 

world as they move on from St 

Lawrence’s. Well done to you all! 

At Tang Hall Primary School, we are 

incredibly lucky to have access to the 

Glen Allotments which are closely 

situated across the road from school. 

This year, we have been supported by 

the Glen Allotment Task Force under 

the guidance of @Froglife to develop a 

pond within our plot. From this 

collaborative work, we have been able 

to further develop our curriculum to 

have a focus on water life as well as 

other wildlife from within the area. The 

new pond has created opportunities 

for our pupils to create habitats for the 

new wildlife including hibernaculum’s 

and have a go at pond dipping. 

 These new activities complement 

our current work which has included 

creating  bird feeders and planting 

fruits and flowers to  

support the wildlife.  

We have also planted  

fruit beds so that we  

can collect and taste our own home 

grown foods and even use them to 

bake sweet treats! 

 The school allotment is a wonderful 

resource to have access to and this 

year it has supported our science 

curriculum through our topics on 

plants, microhabitats and bug  

hunts to name but a few. The  

plot is also a great place to  

support mental wellbeing  

and is used by pupils who  

at times need an alternative  

curriculum to that being  

offered in the main school. 
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Train to teach  
at Pathfinder 

Are you interested in training to 

become a teacher? The Pathfinder 

Teaching School Hub provides Initial 

Teacher Training for both primary 

and secondary trainees through the 

Schools Direct programme. These 

courses combine in-school training 

with the latest research-led practice 

delivered by our partner universities.  

 We currently have vacancies for 

our teacher training courses starting 

in September 2022 and are looking 

for people who have a degree, a 

passion for teaching and who want 

to inspire young people to fulfil their 

potential. If this sounds like you, 

contact us to find out about the 

teacher training opportunities we 

have available. Call 01904 806900 

or email info@tsh.pmat.academy. 

You can also find out more on our 

website pathfinder-tsh.co.uk. 

Tang Hall Primary School 
prioritised for School 
Rebuilding Programme 

The Department for Education will start 

a project to replace or refurbish one or 

more buildings at the school, setting the 

school up for high educational 

standards for all its pupils for decades 

to come. New buildings will be energy 

efficient designs with high sustainability 

standards and will be net zero in 

operation. Across the School Rebuilding 

Programme, the refurbishments and 

rebuilds will create modern education 

environments, providing new facilities 

from classrooms and science labs, to 

sports halls and dining rooms. 

 Education Secretary, James Cleverly, 

said: “Our School Rebuilding 

Programme is already making a 

difference to the lives of pupils and 

their teachers. It is creating greener 

school sites that are fit for the future 

and that local communities can be 

proud of. We know how important it is 

to have high-quality school facilities. 

That is why we continue to invest 

billions in our rebuilding programme. 

 New facilities will transform the 

learning environment, supporting 

teachers to deliver a high-quality 

education so that pupils gain the 

knowledge, skills and qualifications they 

need to succeed. 

 Headteacher, Jo Slack, said: “We are 

thrilled to have made it on to the School 

Rebuilding Programme. This is really 

exciting news and we look forward to 

sharing more information with our 

families and the wider community as 

the project develops.” 

 Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust CEO, 

Andrew Daly, said: “This is fantastic 

news for the school and the wider 

community of Tang Hall. As a Trust, we 

are committed to delivering an 

excellent education to all the children 

we serve and this investment will 

ensure the school can continue to 

deliver high-quality provision for the 

families of Tang Hall for many years to 

come.” 

 Hempland Primary School, also part 

of Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust, was 

successful in the second round of the 

School Rebuilding Programme 

announced in July 2021.  

Tang Hall Primary School has been named as one of sixty-one 

schools across the country to be prioritised as part of the 

government’s £1bn flagship School Rebuilding Programme. 

mailto:info@pmat.academy
https://www.pathfindermat.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/PathfinderMAT
mailto:info@tsh.pmat.academy
https://pathfinder-tsh.co.uk/

