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Dear Parents and Carers, 

We made it! Thank you for all your support throughout 

this term, and especially so since students returned to 

our schools earlier this month. We hope that your child 

has enjoyed being back in the classroom, we know that 

our staff certainly have. Members of our Operations 

Team have been visiting schools over the past few 

weeks and we have been delighted to see how well 

students are settling back in, it’s almost like they’ve 

never been away. We are very much looking forward  

to this continuing and staff in all our schools will be 

working hard to make sure the summer term is as 

successful and productive as possible. 

Keeping our schools safe 

Our schools will continue with their social distancing 

and infection control measures when students return 

after the Easter break. These remain vital to help keep 

our schools as safe as possible and we appreciate the 

continued support of staff, students and families in 

maintaining the high standards we have established. 

Easing of lockdown measures 

As you are no doubt aware, the government is changing 

some of the lockdown rules which will take effect on 29 

March. For more information on the changes, please 

visit: www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-

home#how-the-rules-will-change-on-29-march. 

We wish all families a safe and Happy Easter. 

The Pathfinder Operations Team  

In our schools this term... 

Coronavirus contact tracing 

during the Easter holidays 

As we mentioned in last week’s newsletter, the 

Department for Education requires schools to be 

contactable for the first six days of the holidays to 

assist with the contact tracing of any confirmed 

cases of coronavirus. Our schools have sent a letter 

with further details about reporting cases and their 

preferred method of contact during the holidays. 

Whilst we really do hope that we won’t have to 

contact parents because of a positive case in one 

our schools, we apologise for the disruption this 

may cause to families during the Easter break.  

Clifton with Rawcliffe held a Superhero 

Day to celebrate Red Nose Day.  

Badger Hill pupils Bobbie 

and Frankie raised £331 

for books for the school 

library, by challenging 

themselves to read a  

book every day during 

February.  

Easter celebrations at 

Heworth CE Primary 

School. 

Easter egg hunt at Smarties Pre-School. 

Fun and games at 

Tang Hall Primary 

school’s reward day. 
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Covid-19 testing for households  

and bubbles of school students 

To support the return to schools and reduce the 

possible transmission of the virus, the government 

has introduced twice-weekly coronavirus testing for 

households and bubbles of primary, secondary and 

sixth form students. The tests, known as lateral flow 

device tests (LFD), are designed for asymptomatic 

testing and give a result in 30 minutes. The LFD tests 

are the same ones staff in our schools have been 

using for a number of weeks and secondary school 

students are using for at home testing. 

How to get an LFD coronavirus test 

The tests can be obtained:  

 through your employer if they offer testing to 

employees 

 at a local test site 

 by collecting a home test kit from a test site 

 by ordering a home test kit online 

For more information, please visit: www.gov.uk/

guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-

and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff 

Coronavirus symptoms 
To help keep our schools safe and prevent further 

disruption to children’s education, it is vital that we all 

remain vigilant of the coronavirus symptoms: 

 a high temperature – this means you feel hot to 

touch on your chest or back (you do not need to 

measure your temperature). 

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a 

lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing 

episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it 

may be worse than usual). 

 a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – 

this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste 

anything, or things smell or taste different to normal. 

If your child or anyone in your household or support/

childcare bubble has any of these symptoms (however 

mild) your child, and any of their siblings, must not 

come into school and you should arrange a coronavirus 

test as soon as possible by calling 119 or visiting: 

www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test.  

Do not send your child to school if any member of your 

household or support/childcare bubble is going for a 

covid test or awaiting a test result. All members of your 

household and support/childcare bubble must self-

isolate until you receive a negative test result. If the 

result is positive, all members of your household and 

support/childcare bubble must continue to self-isolate 

as per the government guidance. When you receive a 

test result, please inform your child’s school as soon as 

possible, even if it is negative. 

Only individuals with coronavirus symptoms should 

go for a test.   

Easter activities 

Take a look at York Mind’s health and well-being 

activities programme 2021 

Visit the Woodland Trust’s website for 10 nature 

activities for kids you can do at home. 

The Explore York Libraries website has great resources 

to help with children’s literacy, reading and learning. 

iTravel York has produced 

a series of 10 leaflets 

called ‘Exploring York’  

which feature scenic 

countryside walks across 

York suitable for all ages.  
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