
Weekly Newsletter 
Providing an excellent education from age 2 to 19 19 March 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

The last two weeks seem to have flown by! students 

across all ten Pathfinder schools have settled back into 

school life extremely well and it has been fantastic to see 

the breadth of learning taking place inside and outside 

the classroom. Whilst we are delighted to be getting 

back to some sense of normality, we must continue to 

employ social distancing and infection control measures 

to help keep our students and staff safe. We appreciate 

the continued efforts and support of staff, students and 

parents in maintaining these high standards.   

Remember, if your child or a member of your family/

support bubble has symptoms, however mild, your child 

and any siblings must not attend school. See page 2 for 

more information on the symptoms and details about 

coronavirus testing.  

Free School Meals Update 

A reminder, City of York Council is funding free school 

meal vouchers to cover the Easter Holidays. Families in 

receipt of free school meals will receive details from 

their child’s school about claiming their supermarket 

vouchers. 

As always, if you any questions or feedback please don’t 

hesitate to contact your child’s school. 

Have a safe and enjoyable weekend. 

The Pathfinder Operations Team  

In our schools this week... 

Coronavirus contact tracing 

during the Easter holidays 

We will be sending out full details next week about 

the arrangements for reporting coronavirus cases 

during the Easter Holidays. This will be very similar 

to the arrangements we had in place at Christmas. 

In line with Department for Education guidance, our 

schools will be contactable for the first six days of 

the Easter break to provide contact tracing for any 

confirmed cases. Whilst we really do hope that we 

won’t have to contact parents because of a positive 

case in one our schools, we can all help to minimise 

this by continuing to follow the national lockdown 

guidance: www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown

-stay-at-home 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-home
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-home
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Coronavirus information and advice 

We have updated the coronavirus information and 

advice page on the Pathfinder website. Click the 

links below for our Returning to School guides: 

Returning to School – Parent Guide 

AHS Returning to School – Guide for Students 

and Parents  

Covid-19 testing for households  

and bubbles of school students 

To support the return to schools and reduce the 

possible transmission of the virus, the government 

has introduced twice-weekly coronavirus testing for 

households and bubbles of primary, secondary and 

sixth form students. The tests, known as lateral flow 

device tests (LFD), are designed for asymptomatic 

testing and give a result in 30 minutes. The LFD tests 

are the same ones staff in our schools have been 

using for a number of weeks and secondary school 

students will use for at home testing. 

How to get an LFD coronavirus test 

Any members of the same household, support 

bubble or childcare bubble as a primary, secondary  

or sixth form student can access twice-weekly testing:  

 through your employer if they offer testing to 

employees - Your workplace may offer rapid 

lateral flow testing to you. Contact your employer 

to find out more.  

 at a local test site - You can take a rapid lateral 

flow test at a local site. Testing at these sites is 

assisted, which means you will swab yourself 

under the supervision of a trained operator. Click 

the following link to find your nearest test site: 

https://maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk. 

 by collecting a home test kit from a test site -

You can collect 2 packs of home test kits at a local 

collection point. Each pack contains 7 tests. Click 

the link above to find your nearest home test kit 

collection point.  

 by ordering a home test kit online - If you 

cannot get tested at your workplace, or are  

unable to go to a test site or collect test kits,  

you can order a home test kit online. Click the 

following link for details: https://www.gov.uk/

order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests 

Please note - We only have supplies of coronavirus 

tests for the staff in all our schools and students at 

Archbishop Holgate’s. If you would like to access  

the twice-weekly testing, you must use one of the 

methods above. Please click here to find out more. 

Coronavirus symptoms 
To help keep our schools safe and prevent further 

disruption to children’s education, it is vital that we all 

remain vigilant of the coronavirus symptoms: 

 a high temperature – this means you feel hot to 

touch on your chest or back (you do not need to 

measure your temperature). 

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a 

lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing 

episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it 

may be worse than usual). 

 a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – 

this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste 

anything, or things smell or taste different to normal. 

If your child or anyone in your household or support/

childcare bubble has any of these symptoms (however 

mild) your child, and any of their siblings, must not 

come into school and you should arrange a coronavirus 

test as soon as possible by calling 119 or visiting: 

www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test.  

Do not send your child to school if any member of your 

household or support/childcare bubble is going for a 

covid test or awaiting a test result. All members of your 

household and support/childcare bubble must self-

isolate until you receive a negative test result. If the 

result is positive, all members of your household and 

support/childcare bubble must continue to self-isolate 

as per the government guidance. When you receive a 

test result, please inform your child’s school as soon as 

possible, even if it is negative. 

Only individuals with coronavirus symptoms should 

go for a test.   

https://pathfinder.academy/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Returning-to-School-Parent-Guide.pdf
https://pathfinder.academy/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/AHS-Returning-to-School-Guide-for-Students-and-Parents.pdf
https://pathfinder.academy/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/AHS-Returning-to-School-Guide-for-Students-and-Parents.pdf
https://maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=5eb3a371-39ca-45b2-9e00-ccb7c409a85a&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test

