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We are thrilled to be able to welcome back all students 

to our schools next week and our staff have been busy 

preparing for their return. We know that children might 

find it a bit strange being back after two months but 

our schools have lots of things planned to help them 

settle back in. As always, if you have any questions 

please contact your child’s school in the usual way. We 

have lots of useful information on the Pathfinder 

website, including a Returning to School Guide for 

parents and copies of each school’s risk assessment. 

Face coverings in school 

The guidance on the use of face coverings in primary 

schools remains the same as last term. Our staff will 

continue to wear face coverings when moving around 

school and where 2 metre social distancing cannot be 

maintained. We strongly recommend that parents and 

carers also wear a face covering when coming on to our 

school sites to drop off and collect their children.  

The main difference secondary school students will 

experience is they will now need to wear a face covering 

in their lessons as well as when moving around school. 

Coronavirus testing 

The testing of students at Archbishop Holgate’s has 

been taking place this week and has gone exceptionally 

well with 80 percent of students opting to be tested in 

school. Organising the mass testing of students was a 

huge logistical challenge and special thanks must go to 

the small army of volunteers who made this possible, 

including school and trust staff, governors, trust board 

members and volunteers from the local community.  

You may have seen that the government has introduced 

testing for households and bubbles of school children, 

we have included information on how you can access 

this testing on the next page. 

We wish all families a safe and relaxing weekend and we  

look forward to seeing all students on Monday. 

The Pathfinder Operations Team  

Excellent learning from home  

and in our schools this week! 

World Book Day celebrations at Heworth Primary. 

The solar system by Class 1 at Rufforth Primary 

takes shape. 

Reception 

pupils at St 

Lawrence’s 

Primary have 

been doing a 

bit of spring 

planting this 

week.  

Pupils at Acomb 

Primary had a 

live interview 

with author Tom 

Palmer about his 

book ‘After the 

War’.  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-home
https://pathfinder.academy/coronavirus-covid-19-information-and-advice/
https://pathfinder.academy/coronavirus-covid-19-information-and-advice/
https://pathfinder.academy/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Returning-to-School-Parent-Guide.pdf
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Coronavirus information and advice 

We have updated the coronavirus information and 

advice page on the Pathfinder website with details 

about the reopening of schools on 8 March. Click 

the links below for a letter and guide for parents.  

Returning to School – Letter to Parents 

Returning to School – Parent Guide 

Covid-19 testing for households  

and bubbles of school students 

To support the return to schools and reduce the 

possible transmission of the virus, the government 

has introduced twice-weekly coronavirus testing for 

households and bubbles of primary, secondary and 

sixth form students. The tests, known as lateral flow 

device tests (LFD), are designed for asymptomatic 

testing and give a result in 30 minutes. The LFD 

tests are the same ones staff in our schools have 

been using for a number of weeks and secondary 

school students will use for at home testing. 

How to get an LFD coronavirus test 

Any members of same household, support bubble 

or childcare bubble as a primary, secondary or sixth 

form student can access twice-weekly testing:  

 through your employer if they offer testing to 

employees - Your workplace may offer rapid 

lateral flow testing to you. Contact your 

employer to find out more.  

 at a local test site - You can take a rapid lateral 

flow test at a local site. Testing at these sites is 

assisted, which means you will swab yourself 

under the supervision of a trained operator. Click 

the following link to find your nearest test site: 

https://maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk. 

 by collecting a home test kit from a test site -

You can collect 2 packs of home test kits at a 

local collection point. Each pack contains 7 tests. 

Click the link above to find your nearest home 

test kit collection point.  

 by ordering a home test kit online - If you 

cannot get tested at your workplace, or are 

unable to go to a test site or collect test kits,  

you can order a home test kit online. Click the 

following link for details: https://www.gov.uk/

order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests 

Please note - We only have supplies of coronavirus 

tests for the staff in all our schools and students at 

Archbishop Holgate’s. If you would like to access 

the twice-weekly testing, you must use one of the 

methods above. Please click here to find out more. 

Coronavirus symptoms 

To help keep our schools safe, it is vital that we all 

remain vigilant of the coronavirus symptoms: 

 a high temperature – this means you feel hot to 

touch on your chest or back (you do not need to 

measure your temperature). 

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a 

lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing 

episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it 

may be worse than usual). 

 a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – 

this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste 

anything, or things smell or taste different to normal. 

If your child or anyone in your household or support/

childcare bubble has any of these symptoms (however 

mild) your child must not come into school you should 

arrange a coronavirus test as soon as possible by calling 

119 or visiting: www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test.  

Do not send your child to school if a member of your 

household or support/childcare bubble is going for a 

covid test or awaiting a test result. All members of your 

household and support/childcare bubble must self-

isolate until you receive a negative test result. If the 

result is positive, all members of your household and 

support/childcare bubble must continue to self-isolate 

as per the government guidance. When you receive a 

test result please inform your child’s school as soon as 

possible, even if it is negative. 

Only individuals with coronavirus symptoms should 

go for a test.   

https://pathfinder.academy/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Returning-to-School-Letter-to-Parents.pdf
https://pathfinder.academy/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Returning-to-School-Parent-Guide.pdf
https://maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=5eb3a371-39ca-45b2-9e00-ccb7c409a85a&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test

