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 In our schools this week… 

Calling all budding young artists! 

Archbishop Holgate’s School needs some artwork 

to go with the Primary Christmas video they are 

creating for their virtual Christmas Service. They are 

looking for some illustrations to go with the music 

and so anything with a Christmas theme would be 

lovely. Please email any pictures to Mrs Newton 

mnewton@archbishopholgates.org as soon as 

possible before the 11 December. 

As part of their work towards the ABY Youth Trust 

Young Leaders Award, Year 3 at Badger Hill Primary 

School have set up a food bank and are working 

with York Mosque and the Trussell Trust to support 

the local community during these challenging times. 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We hope that all families continue to be safe and well. 

As you will see on the second page of the newsletter, 

Christmas events and activities are well underway across 

the Trust. We know that many parents and carers will be 

disappointed at not being able to attend our schools in 

person for the usual festive events and nativities. Our 

schools are working hard to share these experiences 

with families online this year. 

We are happy to report that for the second consecutive 

week, we have not had any coronavirus cases in our 

schools. This is great news for our students who can be 

in school learning alongside their friends and teachers.  

The Covid-19 rates in York have dropped dramatically 

since reaching a peak of 309.6 cases per 100,000 people 

on 20 October. The latest Council figures show that by 

27 November, it had dropped to 82.6 per 100,000 – this 

is well below the current regional and national averages. 

Whilst this is very encouraging, we would ask that all 

members of our school communities remain vigilant of 

the coronavirus symptoms (see page 3) to help protect 

our schools and prevent the spread of infection. This is 

particularly important since coming out of lockdown 

earlier this week and in the run-up to the Christmas 

holidays.  

A reminder, York is currently under Tier 2 (High Alert) 

level Covid restrictions. You can find more information 

about what you can and can’t do under the new 

restrictions on the government’s website: https://

www.gov.uk/guidance/local-restriction-tiers-what-you-

need-to-know#high-alert 

We wish all children and their families a safe and 

relaxing weekend! 

4 December 2020 

 CHRISTMAS  
COUNTDOWN 

Filming Mr and Mrs Innkeeper at the stable door 

(boiler house) for Archbishop Holgate’s School 

online Christmas Carol Service. 

Year 3 at St Lawrence’s 

Primary have been using 

Chromebooks to design 

Christmas cards for 

carers in local homes. 

Class 2 at Rufforth 

Primary had a fun art 

afternoon this week 

creating London 

skylines in silhouette.  
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It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas... 
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Coronavirus Information and Guidance 

Forming a Christmas bubble 

with friends and family  

The government has announced plans to allow three 

households to form a ‘Christmas bubble’ between 23 

and 27 December. We have included the information 

below from the government’s website which you 

may find useful: 

 you can form an exclusive ‘Christmas bubble’ 

composed of people from no more than three 

households 

 you can only be in one Christmas bubble 

 you cannot change your Christmas bubble 

 you can travel between tiers and UK nations for 

the purposes of meeting your Christmas bubble 

 you can only meet your Christmas bubble in 

private homes or in your garden, places of 

worship, or public outdoor spaces 

 you can continue to meet people who are not in 

your Christmas bubble outside your home 

according to the rules in the tier where you are 

staying 

 you cannot meet someone in a private dwelling 

who is not part of your household or Christmas 

bubble 

You should travel to meet those in your Christmas 

bubble and return home between the 23 and 27 

December. It is important that you keep your 

Christmas bubble as small as possible. You must not 

form a Christmas bubble if you are self-isolating.  

If you’re in a support bubble 

Existing support bubbles count as one household 

towards the three household limit. This means that if 

you are in a support bubble, you can collectively 

form a Christmas bubble with two other households.  

If you’re in a childcare bubble 

You can continue to use a childcare bubble, but only 

if reasonably necessary for the purposes of childcare 

and where there are no reasonable alternatives. If 

you want to meet socially with the other household 

in your childcare bubble, you should include them in 

your Christmas bubble. You and the other household 

in your childcare bubble would count as two 

households. 

For more information about Christmas bubbles, visit: 

www.gov.uk/government/publications/making-a-

christmas-bubble-with-friends-and-family/making-a

-christmas-bubble-with-friends-and-family 

Coronavirus symptoms 

To help keep our schools safe, it is vital that we all 

remain vigilant of the coronavirus symptoms: 

 a high temperature – this means you feel hot to 

touch on your chest or back (you do not need to 

measure your temperature). 

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a 

lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing 

episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it 

may be worse than usual). 

 a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – 

this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste 

anything, or things smell or taste different to normal. 

If your child or anyone in your household or support/

childcare bubble has any of these symptoms (however 

mild) your child must not come into school you should 

arrange a coronavirus test as soon as possible by calling 

119 or visiting: www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test.  

Do not send your child to school if a member of your 

household or support/childcare bubble is going for a 

Covid test or awaiting a test result. All members of your 

household and support/childcare bubble must self-

isolate until you receive a negative test result. If the 

result is positive, all members of your household and 

support/childcare bubble must continue to self-isolate 

as per the government guidance. When you receive a 

test result please inform your child’s school as soon as 

possible, even if it is negative. 

Only individuals with coronavirus symptoms should 

go for a test.   
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