
Reception Class Newsletter —Autumn 2020 

Welcome to Class 1 and to the start of your child’s Reception year! We have come to the end 
of the first week of school and the children have settled in to their new classroom beautiful-
ly. We have been so impressed as every child is becoming more confident and independent in 
accessing resources around the classroom and adapting to the new routines. It is also wonder-
ful to see lots of new friendships blossoming! We have lots of exciting things planned for your 
child’s first steps along their learning journey. This newsletter contains useful information 
about what you should expect from the Autumn Term. 

Marvellous Me 
 

The first topic of the term is ‘Marvellous Me’ and gives the children the opportunity to settle 
into their first half term at school by sharing information about themselves, their families 
and their friends. Over the term, we will be focusing on the question ’what makes us special 
and unique?.’ This question will develop many of the children’s personal social skills including 
building confidence when talking in small groups, talking to friends about personal wants and 
needs and developing the children’s ability to communicate about their own homes and fami-
lies.  
 
We will talk about our families and differences between ourselves and others. We will create 
self and family portraits, to compare our own family with that of our friends,  The children 
will also learn about their body and their five senses, the importance of their skeleton and 
how to keep their bones, their teeth and their body healthy.  

Literacy 

Over the term the children will develop their reading and writing skills through daily phonics 
activities. They will to learn how to identify sounds in words and how to segment and blend 
them. As an introduction to phonics, we will be reviewing oral blending and oral segmenting 
from phase 1 of the Letters and Sounds scheme before moving on to phase 2.  More infor-
mation on how you can support your child at home with phonics will also be sent out.  

The children will practice writing their name and begin to write labels and captions using the 
sounds they have learnt. Linking in to our topic, the children will talk about what they are good 
at and what they can do now that they could not do as a baby. They will begin to attempt to 
write sentences starting with the words ‘I can’. The children will also use the sounds they have 
learnt to label different body parts.  

Autumn Investigation 

This term we will also spend time looking closely at the similarities, differences, patterns and 
changes within the seasons. The children will go on an autumn walk around the school grounds 
to look for signs of Autumn and we will also be learning more about nocturnal animals and hi-
bernation. 



Number 

This term the children will be introduced to numbers and counting, and will start to use 
basic mathematical language. An interest in maths and problem solving will also be encour-
aged through maths games and fun activities.  

Following the White Rose Scheme of Learning, the children will learn how to match, sort 
and compare different amounts. They will learn how to represent and compare numbers to 
5 in different ways and develop an understanding that numbers can be made up of smaller 
numbers. They will also learn how to recognise and count numbers to 20 and will practice 
their number formations. 

The children will also learn about 2d shapes in the environment and capacity. More infor-
mation on how you can support your child at home with maths will also be sent out 

Tapestry 

We use Tapestry to record photos, observations and comments, in line with the Early 
Years Foundation Stage curriculum, to build up a record of your child’s experiences dur-
ing their time with us.  This is also a great way to share information with parents and  
record the children’s learning in and outside of the classroom. We love looking at all of 
the wonderful things the children do at home and the children love sharing their experi-
ences with their friends during circle time so please keep posting! 

PE 

PE is every Thursday with Mr. Holmes 
from Total Sports. We will be having 
our PE sessions outdoors in light of the 
current situation, so as the weather 
gets colder, please could all children 
have a pair of track suit bottoms or leg-
gings in their PE bags.  

Allergies 

I would like to remind parents that Ruf-
forth Primary is a nut free school. Please 
could you ensure that if your child has a 
packed lunch they do not bring in any nut 
products into school (eg. Peanut butter). 

Open Door 

If you have any questions or concerns regarding this newsletter or your child please do 
not hesitate to get in contact. In light of the current situation we would kindly ask that 
you contact us via phone, planner or email in the first instance to limit the number of 
face to face parent meetings. My email address is lpollock@rufforth.pmat.academy 

 

Many thanks, 

 

Mrs. Pollock 


