
 

 

 

 

 

  

Friday 20th November 2020 

Teacher’s Star Award 

Class 1: GROW Shay Smith-Singh 

for growing confidence. 

Class 2: INSPIRE All of Class 2 

for making Miss Elcock the proudest 

teacher ever due to their 

enthusiasm, dedication and hard 

work during their first week of 

home learning.  

Class 3: INSPIRE Lila Russell for a 

great attitude to reading and 

reading lessons. She's always 

motivated, thinks deeply and 

explains articulately. 

Class 4: GROWTH Oliver Lowe for 

outstanding determination in 

spellings leading to fantastic 

results. 

Head Teacher’s Award 

INSPIRE Erin Charlton for always 

greeting me with a huge smile every 

morning and for bouncing into 

school, full of enthusiasm! 

Dates for your diary:  

Changes/additions will be highlighted in  

green each week 
 

Friday 11th December: Virtual Pantomime, 

Sleeping Beauty 

w/c 14th December: Class Christmas parties 

(details to follow) 

Thursday 17th December: Christmas Dinner 

and Christmas Jumper Day 

Friday 18th December: School closes for 

Christmas holidays 

Monday 4th January 2021: INSET day 

Tuesday 5th January 2021: School reopens 

A message from Miss Richards… 

 

This week has been another week of firsts as we have had our first whole 

class isolation. I am incredibly proud of some of our youngest children 

who have worked so hard and engaged so well with their home learning. I 

know Miss Elcock is bursting with pride! A huge thank you to parents of 

children in Class 2 who have supported home learning whilst many are 

continuing their own work at home. We all appreciate how difficult this 

is and are very grateful for the positive feedback and the ongoing 

support you have shown.   

 

Since the whole school and partial lockdown earlier this year, we have 

learnt a lot about how to communicate more effectively with parents and 

how to supplement virtual learning. Thank you to everyone who completed 

the home learning questionnaire at the end of last year; this has also 

helped to shape our online learning offer. 

 

Unfortunately, even with all of our safety measures in place, we cannot 

guarantee that another class will not need to isolate in the coming weeks 

or months. However, I want to take this opportunity to reassure parents 

that we are fully prepared and committed to ensuring a smooth transition 

between home and school learning.  

 

Wishing you all a wonderful, and safe, weekend, 

Miss Richards  

 

 

Polite Reminder 
If any member of your household or support bubble has a test for 

Covid-19, please inform school as soon as possible. 

 

To help us manage absence, trace contacts and keep everyone safe, 

please send a copy of the result (positive or negative) to 

office@rufforth.pmat.academy.  

 

Please see the Pathfinder parent newsletter this week for further 

information and guidance: https://pathfinder.academy/wp-

content/uploads/2020/11/Pathfinder-Weekly-Newsletter-

6.11.20.pdf 
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School Lunch 

Menu 
 

Please see our website for 

the autumn term lunch 

menu: 
 

https://www.rufforthprimary.c
o.uk/next-weeks-menu/ 
 

 

 

Rufforth’s Rock Stars!  
Every Friday, we celebrate children’s progress in 

learning their multiplication and division facts during 

our celebration assembly.  

This week’s Rock Stars: 

Class 3: Alice Duck for improving her 'Studio Speed' 

from 16.67 to 2.49. Great progress! 

Class 4: Luca Raspa and Joshie Wilkinson for 

outstanding consistency.  

Anti-Bullying Week 
 

This week, Miss Richards has led (socially 

distanced and in some case, virtual!) class 

assemblies for Anti-Bullying Week. Children 

discussed what it means to be a good friend and 

unpicked exactly what ‘bullying’ is.  

In Classes 1 and 2, children learnt about empathy 

and caring for others. In Classes 3 and 4, Miss 

Richards talked to children about the anti-

bullying strategies in school; about how to ‘debug’ 

when you have friendship problems, and 

introduced a new role in school: ‘Friendship 

Ambassadors’. Watch this space to find out more 

about our ambassadors in the coming weeks! 

Classes will also be sharing messages and images 

of positivity in our ‘Rufforth Rocks!’ activity. Look 

out for the friendship rocks around the school 

grounds!  

 

 

 

 

Support for families 
 

If you claim certain benefits, you may be entitled to free school meals. 

Families of children in Class 1 and 2 can apply for this, regardless of the 

universal free school meals programme. 

 

In half term, Morrisons vouchers were given to families who are eligible 

and support will also be given for the Christmas holidays.  

 

If your circumstances have changed recently, or if you are not aware 

that you may be entitled to free school meals, please use the link below 

to check for eligibility: https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals 

 

 

 

 

A Christmas Plea… 
 

We would like to turn our playground gazebo into a Christmas grotto! To make it as festive as we can , we are 

asking for donations of any spare decorations or small Christmas trees that still have a bit of life left in them. 

Please take all donations to the school office by Monday 30th November so they can be quarantined before the 

grotto transformation takes place. Thank you.  

Miss Richards is currently in talks with Father Christmas regarding a covid secure visit to school in the final 

week of term and Miss Pitt has already ordered a wonderful real Christmas tree for our hall. 

You will see on the diary dates that the whole school will watch a virtual pantomime this year.  ‘Sleeping Beauty’ 

by Bigfoot Arts Education will be personalised for Rufforth and will be an interactive experience. We can’t 

wait! A HUGE thank you to the PTA for funding this and for purchasing ice creams for the children to make 

the pantomime as traditional as possible! 
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