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 Introduction 

As April 2020 is finally over and we enter another month, I want to take a moment to reflect on how we are 
working at this time.  
 
The decision to close schools came with relatively short notice in an ever-evolving situation.  In this time, staff 
worked hard to not only prepare rotas and plans for children of key workers to be in school, including how best 
to support social distancing whilst here, but also how to provide children not in school with something 
meaningful to do. 
 
Online “learning” is new to us all and we would much rather be able to see the children in classes each day and 
provide the specialist support that teachers and support staff give so well week in, week out.  We recognise 
how difficult it is for families in so many different situations – some are still working as usual, some are working 
from home, some are self-employed with little or no work and others have been furloughed or made 
redundant.  Whatever your circumstances, we know this is an incredibly difficult time and managing children’s 
“learning” is just part of the current complexity of life. 
 
I want to take this opportunity to reassure you, to offer some advice and support to you all. 
 

 Routines are important to us all, but especially children.  Trying to stick to them will help, but realistically 
we all have days when this doesn’t work and we need to be flexible.  This is ok. 

 School work and learning is important, but this is not home schooling, you are not teaching your children 
like they would be taught at school and you can’t do everything. 

 The work we provide is there to help.  There should be some things that children can manage 
independently.   Under normal circumstances though, teachers and support staff constantly work with 
children to support them with their learning.  You can’t be expected to do this. 

 Your children almost certainly won’t be able to sit still for as long as they do at school.  They won’t 
concentrate for as long.  They will be more easily distracted – we don’t have televisions at school, or the 
children’s favourite toys and games at school; we don’t have siblings in the same room all day.  We don’t 
have access to a fridge, cupboards of food or their own choice of clothes to wear each day. 

 
This is not normal, this is not schooling.  It is the best we can all do given the circumstances.  So, please don’t 
feel guilty if you and your children need a day off.  Don’t feel bad about it if you don’t log in to Google 
Classroom or Tapestry and check for messages, feedback and assignments every day.  Don’t worry about not 
checking Twitter, not doing a Joe Wicks workout or not practising times tables every morning.  This is not a 
competition and you can’t compare yourselves to anyone else – that’s not how we work at school anyway and 
especially at this time when all things are far from equal. 
 
Just keep trying, doing your best and managing what you can.  Try to keep a routine in place whenever you can 
– it will help you and your children – but it is ok for your children to go ‘off timetable’ and build a den, play a 
game, bake a cake, watch a film, go for a walk, tidy their bedroom, wash the car, have a video call with their 
friends, etc. 
 
We will keep on posting work and ideas for activities online but don’t feel pressured to do them all.  We are 
just trying to help keep your children’s minds active and to help you manage as families. 
 
Please stay safe and take care of each other. 
Lee Haynes 
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 Financial Support  

We are fortunate to have received a donation from Rotary York Ainsty to support our families at this time and 
would like to offer help to anyone who needs it.  There is no shame in asking for help and all discussions will be 
confidential.  It may only be a small gesture but sometimes a friendly voice can be enough and financial support 
could make a difference to your wellbeing.  We want to help and are ready to do so.  Please, if you want to talk 
to someone get in touch – you can either email school using office@acomb.pmat.academy (this is only seen by 
Mrs Forrest, Mr White and Mr Haynes) or call on 01904 798453 and leave a message – someone will call you 
back and no-one will judge you for getting in touch.  
 

Online Resources for Adults 
Many of you will be currently unable to go to work and be looking for ways of filling time away from home 
schooling. A number of online resources have been produced to help you improve skills in a variety of areas. 
Two are suggested below and offer some excellent courses for you to take up for free. 

 
 The Department for Education have released ‘The Skills Toolkit’ which is made up of free online 

courses, tools and resources to help you improve your digital and numeracy skills. The Department for 
Education has consulted some of the country’s leading educational experts and employers to make up 
a collection of high quality resources to suit a range of interests and skill levels. This can be found at 
https://theskillstoolkit.campaign.gov.uk/ 

 

 The Open University have a number of online courses again aimed at improving knowledge and skills in 
a number of areas. These can be found at https://www.open.edu/openlearn/free-courses/full-
catalogue 

 
 

Regular Reminders 

How to book a school place 

If you have no alternative and are a critical worker, please email office@acomb.pmat.academy with details of 
what you need.  You may only use sessions that match your shifts. You may not book sessions when you are 
not at work or if one parent is working from home.  Please email by 4pm on the Thursday of the week before. 
 

Keeping in touch 

We are currently using email, texts and the school website to keep in touch.  You may also call the school office 
and leave a message.  The office email and answerphone will be checked daily (Monday to Friday). 
 

Uniform 

Children can wear their own clothes when coming to school.  
 

Packed Lunches 

All children who come to school must bring a packed lunch (and any snacks as needed). 
 

  

mailto:office@acomb.pmat.academy
https://theskillstoolkit.campaign.gov.uk/
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/free-courses/full-catalogue
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/free-courses/full-catalogue
mailto:office@acomb.pmat.academy
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 Updates from Reception 
Another busy week for the Reception children – thank you once again for all the positive messages, uploaded 
observations and photos too.  This week we have seen lots of the children planting seeds as part of our 
Growing Plants topic and some of the children also used seeds to make bird feeders and even cereal bars! 

 
 
Next week we will read the story ‘Jasper’s Beanstalk’ and see if we can retell the story using simple sentences.  
In Maths we will look at measuring using standard and non-standard units.  Please continue to upload 
observations on Tapestry – we love to see what you have all been up to! 
 
Stay safe and well, 
Mrs Bradley, Miss Peggs, Mrs Nuttall and Mrs Macey 
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 Updates from Year One 
Maths 
This week in maths the children have been making groups using objects. They had some great ways of 
approaching this task and used many different objects from around their homes to help them with their maths.  
 
 
 
 

Annabelle used tins to make equal groups! 
 
 
 
 
English 
The children chose an animal to write an information text 
about. They chose a wide variety of animals to write 
about including: dogs, penguins, crocodiles, meerkats and 
even caracals! Well done Year 1. 
Here is part of Eli’s text about penguins. He researched 
well and included some pictures. Great work Eli! 
 
 
Mini Master Chefs! 
Many children have been cooking this week. We love getting meal inspiration from all 
of the creations. We have been very impressed and are sure that they tasted as good 
as they looked! 
 
Amber helped her Daddy to make a curry with rice. She chopped all of the vegetables, 
added the spices and stirred the curry until it was ready. It looks delicious! 

 
 
 
Amelia has also been cooking from a recipe book that she was given for her birthday. She 
chose to cook jambalaya and she followed the instructions carefully. It looks great 
Amelia! 
 
  
 

Hannah made a rainbow fruit salad using different coloured fruits. Her favourite 
was the watermelon! 
Keep up the great work Year 1. It is brilliant to see all of the activities that you 
have been doing.  
Mrs Walker, Mrs Chesters and Mrs Stevens 
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 Updates from Year Two 
Year 2 
Year 2 have had another fantastic week of home learning. There has been some brilliant animal habitat work 
happening, with children finding out lots of interesting facts about different animals and why they live in 
different habitats. They have been busy naming irregular 2D shapes and finding 3D shapes around their homes, 
discussing their properties. Year 2 have also been doing some great letter writing to different people this week 
including writing them to Mrs Hatch but also to an alien telling them why they should visit our school one day!  
Another brilliant week and lots of hard work happening, well done Year 2! We are loving seeing all of the hard 
work you are doing at home. 
Mrs Stevens, Mrs Hatch and Mrs Wragg  
 
 
 
This fabulous picture is by Alfie, who drew a picture of the new Aardvark 
character from Kes Gray's book. He followed a step-by-step illustration video 
on the author's website.  
 
 
 
 
 
Jesse and Elsie found 3D shapes around their homes after discussing what 2D shapes you can find on the faces 
and also identifying vertices and edges. 
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 Updates from Year Three, Four & Five 
Firstly, many thanks to children and parents for engaging so well again this week with online learning. We are 

currently getting a number of you completing work consistently and in great detail. Please continue to help your 

child complete their work as best as you can and if you are struggling with their engagement, or are still unable to 

access content, please let us know as soon as possible via the office email or via your child’s Google Classroom.  

Remember though, as Mr Haynes mentioned at the beginning of this document, what is most important is your 

child’s emotional wellbeing. Home learning is difficult so please don’t feel the pressure of completing this work 

every day if you feel this may impact on their emotional state. As well as this, please encourage them to socially 

interact with their friends over the phone, over video calls and on the class stream on Google Classroom. This is 

so important for them.  

 

  

Thanks everyone for the great pictures 

you’ve been sending to us. Please keep 

doing this. Although we see your Google 

work daily, it’s always great to see how 

creative you’re being with your topic work 

and reading too. 
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 Updates from Year Six 

We continue to be proud of the work and commitment from all the year 6 pupils and we cannot wait to see 
what is achieved in the following weeks.  
Year 6 can access work through google classroom, Times table Rockstars, Bug club, spelling and mathsframe as 
well as spelling shed. We will post daily lessons, which you can download and complete on a google doc or 
within the workbook we sent home. You need to open the PDF file, which is our interactive whiteboard slides, 
which we would have used in school and will give you all the information you need. A typical morning will 
include UFOs, maths and literacy session followed by whole class reading of our book ‘The Hobbit’ or using Bug 
club. The afternoon might start with spellings and grammar then a science, geography, art, music or PE session. 
Mrs Batey will be responding and answering any questions about the day on a Monday, Miss Bevins will cover 
Tuesday and Wednesday and I will be ending the week on Thursday and Friday.  
To access your emails, go onto classroom or drive and click on the 9 dots (google apps) in the right hand corner 
of the screen then click Gmail. 
Thank you all for your support. Stay safe. 

 
 

Charlie’s maths extension 

 
 
Harry’s Geography work                                                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Find below a list of useful and fun websites to get involved with Science Learning at home! 
Remember, we love to see what you have been doing, so add them to Tapestry, Google Classroom 

or Seesaw and let us know what you have found out! 
 

 

Science with Maddie Moate 
 

Great Science and Technology 
videos to spark curiosity.  

 

www.maddiemoat.com 
 

or watch her videos on youtube 
https://www.youtube.com/user

/maddiemoate 
 

 
 

Explorify 
 

The first activity collections are now 
available.  Explorify at home is a weekly 
supply of activities for parents and 
carers based on the primary science 
curriculum. 

 
 
 

https://explorify.wellcome.ac.uk
/  

 
 

Science fun for everyone 
 

Science experiments that you can 
do at home! Click on the picture 

linking you to each experiment and 
find out what you will need and how 

to complete it! 

 
 

http://www.sciencefun.org/kids
zone/experiments/ 

 
 

 

 
CBBC Science 

Let’s Get Scientific! 
 

Short video clips demonstrating fun 
and easy hands on science for you 
to get involved with at home too 

 
 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies
/curations/science-activities 

 
 
 

 

 
Tour the Natural History Museum 

 
Listen to David Attenborough as he 

guides you around the different 
halls and artefacts of the Natural 

History Museum in London.  
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.nhm.ac.uk/visit/vir
tual-museum.html 

 

http://www.maddiemoat.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/maddiemoate
https://www.youtube.com/user/maddiemoate
https://explorify.wellcome.ac.uk/
https://explorify.wellcome.ac.uk/
http://www.sciencefun.org/kidszone/experiments/
http://www.sciencefun.org/kidszone/experiments/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/curations/science-activities
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/curations/science-activities
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/visit/virtual-museum.html
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/visit/virtual-museum.html


 

 

  

 

 

 

BBC Bitesize Daily Lessons 
 
 
Select your year group and subject 

area and begin exploring! 
Watch videos and listen to 

narrations based around the Science 
Curriculum.  

 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/
dailylessons 

 

Science Max! 

 
With new videos added to his 

youtube channel every Thursday 
you can watch lots of different 

experiments and learn about the 
Science behind them.  

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/chan
nel/UCbprhISv-0ReKPPyhf7-Dtw  

 

BBC Earth Kids 
 

BBC Earth Kids combines fun facts, 
amazing creatures, your favourite 

faces and a whole load of cool stuff 
about our planet. 

 
 

https://www.bbcearth.com/eart
hkids/ 

 

Croda STEM Twitter 
 

Croda have developed a set of free 
STEM activities for school children 
themed around areas of science 

important to Croda.  

 
 

https://twitter.com/CrodaSTEM 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbprhISv-0ReKPPyhf7-Dtw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbprhISv-0ReKPPyhf7-Dtw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCO_DaPp4ifhMAmiyybSLx9w/featured
https://www.bbcearth.com/earthkids/
https://www.bbcearth.com/earthkids/
https://twitter.com/CrodaSTEM


*The Brownlee Foundation reserves the right to not paint the final winner’s painting on the wall should circumstances 

prevent it. 

 

We want you to create an interesting or inspiring picture  

that could be painted on the wall 

 

Facebook 

The Brownlee Foundation 

Twitter 

@brownleefdn 

Instagram 

@brownleefoundation 

From the photos you can see the walls are very plain, so we came up with an idea… 

The image will help motivate Alistair when 

he is getting in and out of the pool or 

when he is breathing to the side whilst 

swimming. 

 

The possibilities are endless! 

You could create what you like to do when 

you are being active or a landscape you 

would like to see when you are out being 

active… 

 

Don’t forget to be creative! 

Use paints or crayons or colouring pencils, 

it can be A4, A3 – whatever you think 

would work best. 

 

The competition will run until  

31st May 2020 and is open to KS2 

 

 

 

Due to the current lockdown and all swimming pools being shut, Alistair 

Brownlee had to find a way to continue swimming. 

He decided to move his endless pool into his garage so he could continue 

training. Click the link below to see more: 

https://www.yorkshireeveningpost.co.uk/sport/other-sport/how-olympic-

hero-alistair-brownlee-swims-his-garage-beat-lockdown-2538443  

Alistair and Jonny will each choose their 3 most inspiring images 

and there will be one overall winner which could then be painted 

on Alistair’s wall*  

 

You’ll be able to find the shortlisted entries at: 

www.thebrownleefoundation.org/paint-als-wall  

 

We’ll also share some on our social media, using the handles at 

the bottom of this page, so keep an eye out!  

For the Adults (Parents/ Guardians):  

Please complete the design in a landscape format. Once finished, email 

the design to contact@thebrownleefoundation.org either by scanning 

it or taking a photo. Please ensure you include the following details: 

Name, Age, School, Town/ City 

By emailing in an entry, you accept to the Brownlee Foundation being 

able to publish the image online along with the first name, school and 

age of entrant.  
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