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 Head of School’s Introduction 

 
It’s been another wonderful week here in school with many different examples of exciting work taking place. 
Thanks to all those who invested time with their children competing in the TTRS Rock Out 2020. It has been great 
to see the enthusiasm around this as you will see from Mrs Stevens’ and Miss Bevins’ paragraph later in the 
newsletter. School is a buzz also with Christmas being on the horizon and staff members are gearing up to making 
sure that Christmas in school is as magical as it always is at Acomb. I’m told that it is only 42 days until the day 
itself which is quite a scary thought. More news about this will follow in coming weeks.  
 
As always, have a lovely weekend and we’ll see you on Monday. 
 
Mr White 
 

Weekly News 

Character Awards 
 
This week’s word of the week was ‘Courage’. As always, there have been so many wonderful examples of this 
character trait across school but the children below have shown this in abundance. Well done!  

 
Team Points 

 
After a long 1st Autumn half term, with competition as hotly fought as the US Presidential Election, Yellow 
team have emerged victorious in our Team Point Competition. Their reward, a non-uniform day, will take place 
on Friday 27th November. Well done Yellow Team!  

 
Health and Safety 

 
Covid Symptoms 
If ANYONE in your household, childcare bubble or support bubble has Covid symptoms your family should 
isolate and your child/ren cannot come to school. A Covid test should be arranged immediately for the 
individual showing symptoms. Before your child/ren can return to school the result of the test should be 
emailed to office@acomb.pmat.academy. The link below to the Pathfinder newsletters gives you more 
information about isolation periods. 
Out of School Club Groups 
In a change to previous arrangements, we have now begun to follow the same bubbles in OOSC as we do 
during the normal school day. These are: Reception; Year 1 and 2; Years 3 and 4; and Years 5 and 6. The 
children will remain in the hall  but have separate play areas and resources to access. 
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 Christmas Closing 
 
For the past 5 or 6 years we have had a lovely end of term treat, singing some Christmas songs in the KS2 
playground.  This has always been really well supported by our children's families and a great way to end the 
term.  Sadly, we won't be able to do it this year because of the Covid restrictions.  However, we would like to still 
give you a chance to pick your child up early on the afternoon of the last day of term (18th December) as we 
know that many families like to do that and spend an afternoon together in the week before Christmas. We 
would therefore like to offer you the chance to do this between 1pm and 1:20pm on this day. This means that 
we can offer a staggered collection much like normal pick up and drop off times. The school will, of course, be 
open until 3pm if you are unable to collect your child early. 
 
Out of School Club 
The last after school session for OOSC will be on Thursday the 17th December this year. Our OOSC will still be 
open on Friday the 18th December for breakfast club though. 
 
Year 5 & 6 children 
If you are a Year 5 or 6 parent, we are happy for your child to leave the premises at 1.00pm but only if you have 
written a note in your child’s planner saying that this is fine to do so.  
 

Anti-Bullying Week – Odd Socks Day 
 
Next week is Anti-Bullying Week and, as normal, we would like to mark this 
by doing something in school to raise awareness of such an important 
issue. We would therefore like to do this by asking the children to wear 
odd socks on Monday 16th November. We do this to celebrate the fact that 
we are all different, special and unique. We hope you and your children 
can join us in doing this.  
 

A Very Warm Welcome 
 
I would like to take the opportunity to welcome a new member to the Acomb staff team. Mr Richmond has 
been appointed as our new site manager. Many of you will see him when you arrive at school so please say 
hello if you get the chance. 
 

E-Safety and Social Media 
 
You may have seen the recent Panorama programme about Tik Tok – the social media video sharing app.  It 
highlighted many concerns about the app and safety for younger children.  The age requirement for using Tik 
Tok is 13, so none of our children should have an account anyway, but I am sure that many of them have seen 
things on it.  It is an interesting programme to watch and I thought it would be worth sharing the link here in 
case you missed it: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000p3p9 
 

Active Travel Day – Get It Bright 
 
Get it bright day - Friday 20th November 
Just a reminder that next Friday we would like all children to come 
dressed in their brightest clothes. This is to raise awareness of the 
darkening mornings and evenings and to raise awareness of the need to 
commute safely to and from school. There is no donation required for this 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000p3p9
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 event and children will be completing work on road safety throughout the day.  
 
Best Vest design competition 
The entry date for the best vest competition was today. Huge congratulations goes to all those who entered. 
The designs were amazing (see below for some of these) and picking a winner will be difficult! We will 
announce which entry has won in the newsletter next week.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
T. Dennis 
 

Adventure Photography 
 
The proofs have all been given to the children this week.  All orders must be made online and you have until 
Thursday 19th November to take advantage of the free delivery to school option.  After that time post and 
package charges will apply. 
 

Children In Need 
 
We have been overwhelmed by your generosity today towards Children in Need. We don’t have a 
final total to give you yet but, from the look of the tray that the money was collected in, we seem 
to have raised a lot of money towards this amazing cause. Thanks everyone.  
 

Christmas lunch 
 
All the children have been given a letter this week about the options for Christmas dinner week.  We will be 
serving Christmas lunch on two separate days this year so, in a change to previous years, we have asked 
parents to provide a packed lunch on the day when the other half of the school is having their Christmas meal.  
For this reason, it is important that we receive a reply from everyone. Thank you for all the replies we’ve 
already received.  If you haven’t sent yours, please return it next week.   
 

OOSC Christmas Closure 
 
The last after school session for OOSC will be on Thursday the 17th December this year. Our OOSC will still be 
open on Friday the 18th December for breakfast club though. 
  
 

Curriculum News 

Times Tables Rock Stars – Rock Out 2020 
 
The TTRS Rock Out week has been a success across school. 
Children have been really excited about the competition and 
have participated both at home and at school. It has been great 
to see our points rise throughout the week and different classes 
take the lead on different days! We have been really impressed 
with children's enthusiasm. Don't forget you have until tomorrow 
to keep going!  
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 Class EJMB have taken a lead throughout the week and are finishing on 1637 points for their class. Fantastic 
work EJMB!  
Second place is Class DB with 1108 class points and third place goes to Class TD with 919 points.  
The top 5 individual pupil results with certificates will be going on our TTRS display next week, so keep an eye 
out for that everybody!  
We would like to congratulate Oscar from Class DB on his huge participation in the competition this week with 
12079 points, brilliant work! 
Fantastic work Acomb Primary! 
 

BARVEMBER 

 
What is Barvember? What’s the point? 
Barvember is organised by White Rose Maths to encourage everyone to use the 'bar model'. We believe that 
the Bar Model is a useful tool for helping children visualise and then solve maths problems. Even some of the 
most complex problems can seem much easier when represented visually.  Bar models are not the ONLY way of 
visualising a problem and these problems can also be solved in other ways.   
Why should we take part? 
We hope for the fun of doing maths!  Lots of prizes available too; BARS of Fairtrade chocolate and places on 
our courses to name a few. 
How do I share my solution? 
• Tweet it to @WhiteRoseMaths and use #barvember 
• Send it to support@whiterosemaths.com 
Do I need to understand bar models to take part? 
The problems are designed so that people who have no or limited experience of bar modelling can still get 
involved, and the solutions are available the following day on Twitter and on the White Rose website.  There 
are three versions this year: one version where the bar model is fully or part-drawn, one where there is space 
to draw the bar model, and a third 'challenge'.  Each day, there are a couple of problems for key stage one, and 
another couple for key stage two.   
 
Pupils may access some of these problems in school but we would like to encourage you to take part at home 
too!  Use the website below or the Twitter account for White Rose to access the problems.  
 

https://whiterosemaths.com/resources/classroom-resources/barvember/page/2/  
 
Happy 'Barvember'! 
 
Miss Bevins and Mrs Stevens 

 

Regular Updates 

Change of Address 
 
If you have changed your address, phone number or email address, please let us know by emailing 
office@acomb.pmat.academy and we will update our records.  It is, however, your responsibility to update your 
details on ParentPay.   
 

Pathfinder Newsletter 
 

mailto:support@whiterosemaths.com
https://whiterosemaths.com/resources/classroom-resources/barvember/page/2/
mailto:office@acomb.pmat.academy
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 The Pathfinder newsletter can be found at https://pathfinder.academy/news/ 
 

Illness and Absence 
 
We realise that there are a number of colds and sniffles going round the children and it is a difficult time 
knowing what to do about this.  We have sent you a flowchart that should help you when making a decision 
about whether your child should attend school. You can also find a copy on our Twitter feed. 
(https://twitter.com/acombprimary).    
 

Flu Immunisation Date – Advanced Notice 
 
Immunisations are still due to take place at school on Tuesday 24th November 2020.  Please see the attached 
the online link https://fx.hdft.nhs.uk/FluConsent/Form1/#!/Page1 to the booking form which must be 
completed by parents/carers (not the school). Our school code 144265. 
 

Holgate Windmill 
 
The Holgate Windmill Preservation Society has produced a recipe book to raise funds.  It costs £5 and can be 
purchased from the Windmill between 10am and midday on a Saturday.  They accept cash or card payments.  
Two of the children’s favourite recipes prepared by our kitchen staff are in the book too! 
 

Contacting Teachers 
 
Recently, many KS2 teachers have been receiving emails from pupils at the weekend. Could I please advise you 
to speak to your children about this and ask that they only send emails to staff during school time please or 
schedule such emails for Monday mornings. 
  

Admissions Consultation for 2022-23 Entry 
 
This year's Admissions Consultation is being jointly held by all admissions authorities in the City of York between 
12 October and 29 November 2020. The consultation includes the admissions policies and planned number of 
places available at each school for entry in September 2022. For more information and to respond to the 
consultation, please visit the admissions page on our website or www.york.gov.uk/AdmissionsConsultation. 

 
Coronavirus Support Line 

 
The City of York’s Education Psychology Service are offering telephone support to those of you who may have 
questions or concerns about this. See the attached flyer for more information. 
 

Reception Caricatures 
A reminder that the caricatures are still available for those who haven’t collected them.  Donations can be 
made online via your child’s account on ParentPay. 

     

 

https://pathfinder.academy/news/
https://twitter.com/acombprimary
https://fx.hdft.nhs.uk/FluConsent/Form1/#!/Page1
http://www.york.gov.uk/AdmissionsConsultation

