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 Head of School’s Introduction 

 
We have had another fantastic week at Acomb with so many exciting things happening. Year 6 have been busy 
practising their Midsummer Night’s Dream play, with Year 5 having performed theirs and had it recorded by  York 
Theatre Royal at the same time; a special shout out must go to their amazing costumes! It has been great to 
welcome our new starters into school (albeit in a socially distanced way), see KS1 enjoying their topic on 
transport, as well as Year 3 and 4 creating their own mythical creatures and writing about them.  
 
In this week’s newsletter there are many important sections that I ask you to read. We have one relating to the 
latest Public Health England guidelines in relation to the Coronavirus, one about the schools Relationship and Sex 
Education Policy and two that relate to safety around the school car park and its vicinity. All are important reads 
and certainly worth your attention.  
 
Have a lovely weekend and see you on Monday.  
 
Mr White 
 

Weekly News 

New: Covid 19 Guidance 
Public Health England have updated its guidance based on the changes outlined by the government this week. 
The paragraphs below discusses this and lets you know more information based on the rise of the Delta variant 
across the UK.  
 
The Delta variant is about 60% more transmissible than the Alpha variant and makes up about 90% of new 
COVID-19 cases in the U.K. There is an exponential rise in Covid cases of the Delta variant, especially in 
secondary aged students. Even though the Delta variant is more transmissible in younger people, it is not 
leading to severe illness in this age group; however, it is more easily passed on to the vulnerable adult 
population. Schools are urged to help stem the transmission rates. Therefore, schools must continue to keep 
bubbles tight to reduce contacts. 
 
With the rise in coronavirus cases, especially in the school-age group, schools have been advised that they do 
not carry out face-to-face transition days, including Year 6 visits to secondary schools. The advice is to continue 
maintaining distinct groups or 'bubbles' that do not mix. Schools should continue to weigh up the risks of any 
increase in contacts when planning summer activities as it could lead to an increased number of pupils and staff 
self-isolating. It has been reinforced that, when carrying out any activity, that schools must make sure they 
comply with current guidance and keep up the hygiene regime, including handwashing and frequent cleaning of 
touchpoints.  

 
In regard to self-isolation, it was reiterated that breaking this is still not permitted in terms of going out, for 
example, on a picnic, walk the dog etc. The police have ramped up their enforcement of self-isolation, and 

violating these conditions risk a £1,000 fine.   
New: Relationships Education, Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) and Health Education 

Draft Policy 2021 
Since September 2020, Relationships Education, Health Education, and Relationships and Sex Education 
became compulsory in England. Whilst RSHE is statutory, the outbreak of Covid-19 has meant that schools have 
been given additional flexibility to meet the new curriculum requirements.  
 
As a school, we are currently providing some relationships and health education to all our pupils as expected 
but we are now in the position to consult with you about the publication of our own Relationships and Sex 
Education (RSE) policy which will be going live from September 2021.  
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I therefore attach our draft version for your consideration. The consultation period for this begins today (18th 
June) and closes at midnight on Friday 25th June. If you have any questions please direct these to our Office 
email account (via office@acomb.pmat.academy) where we will collate these and respond to them after the 
consolation deadline.  

New: Pop It Toys 
We are seeing an increasing number of ‘Pop It’ or ‘Push Pop’ fidget toys being brought into 
school. We do realise that these items are seen as a form of stress relief but, given the 
current situation involving Covid 19, I must ask that you refrain from sending these in with 
your children unless otherwise agreed with, or provided by, the school. With the need to 
stay as safe as possible, we really cannot ensure that children will use these individually and 
therefore we see them as a potential health and safety problem.  

New: Engines Off 
We are seeing an increasing number of engines being left idling 
within the school car park at drop off and pick up times. City of York 
Council have recognised that this is an increasing problem across the 
City too and have therefore produced the ‘Kick the Habit’ Campaign. 
This campaign helps us play our part in reducing air pollution by: 
 

 encouraging drivers to switch off their engines when parked 
up and waiting (idling) 

 reducing the numbers of idling vehicles in York 

 drawing attention to the health risks of continued idling 
 
We therefore ask that all parents and carers take notice of this to promote a healthier environment for our 
children within the school grounds and beyond. 

New: Car Speed 
We have had an increasing amount of concerns relating to the 
speed which cars are going down West Bank and around the 
roundabout at school. Can I please reiterate the importance of 
slowing down around school and the residential area surrounding 
it? Please keep your speed to a minimum or, even better, use the 
Park and Stride car park at the top of West Bank. Our children’s 
safety is of the upmost concern here and it only takes a small lack 
of judgement to change someone’s life forever.  

New: Team Points 
Following our continuing trial of our new team point system, Green Team have now filled their tube and have 
therefore been given a non-uniform day on Friday 25th June. Well done for all your efforts Green Team!  

New: Dogs 
A reminder that only support dogs can be brought in to the school grounds.  Please do not bring your dog in (or 
carry your dog) beyond the green gates at the main entrance to the parent parking area (on West Bank) or 
beyond the green gates at the Nursery Drive entrance.  Thank you. 

New/Reminder: Ignite Sports Coaching 
 
Ignite are delighted to open up bookings for the summer holiday club here at Acomb 
Primary School!  
 
The club as always will be sport-based with their fantastic team delivering a wide 
variety of fun sports, games, and activities for the children to play and enjoy. 

mailto:office@acomb.pmat.academy
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CLICK HERE TO BOOK THE SUMMER HOLIDAY CLUB 
 
After School Sports Clubs, 
The after school clubs that a currently running will continue through summer 2 and still have spaces available! 
Tuesdays - Year 5/6 Multi-Sport 
Wednesdays - Year 5/6 Football 
Thursdays - Year 3/4 Football 
Fridays - Year 1/2 Multi-skills (Games and activities that cover skills balance, co-ordination, agility and speed!) 
 
CLICK HERE TO BOOK AN AFTER SCHOOL SPORTS CLUB! 
 

Reminder: Charity Fundraiser 
During the week beginning the 21st June, we will be completing as many physically 
active minutes as possible in order to raise money for our charity of the year, 
Bereaved Children Support York. Our active minutes will come from our PE lessons 
and Friday Mile but class teachers will also be giving additional 
opportunities throughout this week to earn active minutes.  
A sponsorship form, and instructions on how to return sponsorship money, was 
handed out separately to your child last week. Today your child has been given a 
sheet to record his/her active minutes. All the money raised will go directly to our 
charity of the year. A reminder please that the school cannot currently accept cash 
so please use our Just Giving page found at the link below.  

 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/acomb 

 

Reminder: Competition Time – 1 Week Left 
Just a quick reminder about our fantastic fossil competition being run currently. The closing 
date for this is June 25th! Details below 
 
We have recently received a fantastic fossil box for us all at Acomb Primary School!  
The box has everything from coral and ammonite fossils, books packed full of fossil facts 
and even a piece of real dinosaur bone! 
 
You now have the chance to win some fossil prizes of your own with this fantastic 
competition. To enter you need to let your imagination run wild and get creative with 
fossils by telling us the life story of a fossil from the box. How you tell us the story is up to you! 
 
Some ideas: 

 Draw a picture of it doing its thing... 

 Write a poem telling its life story... 

 Invent a dance to show how the creature moved... anything you like! 
 
Entries need to be submitted by ‘Fossil Friday’ June 25th to be in with a chance! You must submit your entries 
by posting on their Google Classroom stream or on Tapestry. 

Reminder: July’s Breakfast and After School Club 
Bookings for July’s Breakfast and After School clubs are still open but will close on the 25th June. 
 
Children attending the After School Club on Tuesday 22nd June may bring a towel and change of clothes as the 
children will be playing water games and will probably get very wet! 

https://bookwhen.com/ignitesportscoaching-clubs?tags=hc#focus=ev-se63-20210726083000
https://bookwhen.com/ignitesportscoaching-clubs?tags=APS#focus=ev-s7e2-20210414150000
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/acomb
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Reminder - Uniform  
 
Just a reminder that all children in school (including Year 6) should wear school uniform as follows: 

 School sweatshirt/school cardigan with royal blue, red or white polo shirt 

 Grey/black pinafore, skirt, trousers or shorts (skirts should be a reasonable length) 

 Blue or red gingham summer dress 

 Sensible shoes (including a change of footwear for indoors) 
We do have some second hand school sweatshirts, polo shirts and PE shirts in team colours.  Please email 
office@acomb.pmat.academy if you would like any of these items. 
 

Curriculum Updates 
Computing – Online Hate 

 
Online hate can affect anyone. Sharing hateful messages about individuals, groups or 
communities online can have serious consequences and the ubiquity of social media 
means it’s now even easier to target people all over the world. It’s important that children 
know how to respond and how they can set a positive example. The Euros, which 
welcome 24 teams from 24 different countries, playing it out in 11 cities across 1 
continent, are a fantastic opportunity to celebrate different cultures, backgrounds and 
beliefs – and the perfect way to deliver one universal message – let’s tackle online hate 
together. 
  

In the guide attached, you'll find a number of tips such as talking to trusted adults about upsetting things, 
setting a positive example online and remembering that you have the power to shape your online world. 
 

Maths 
 
 
https://www.ncetm.org.uk/in-the-
classroom/teaching-maths-through-the-
pandemic/support-for-primary-teachers/primary-
video-lessons/  
 
These short videos were originally produced to provide primary school pupils with interactive lessons while 
they were learning at home. You can now use these at home, but it is important that, within each batch, they 
are set in the suggested order. Most lessons are between 15 to 20 minutes long, each ending with suggested 
follow-up tasks. 
 
These are a great resource to use if your child needs more help within a certain area of Maths. 
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