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 Head of School’s Introduction 

 
It is safe to say that we cannot wait for Monday to come around when 65we welcome all children back into 
school. The corridors, classrooms and playgrounds have been extremely quiet without the majority of them and 
it will be good to finally fill a school and use it once more for its intended purpose.  
 
I’m hoping that I am saying this for the last time (fingers crossed) but thank you so much for your hard work as 
parents and carers during this lockdown. Home learning has been a difficult experience for many of you no doubt 
but know that the hard work that you have put in has really benefitted your child going forward. We’ll gladly take 
over the reins now though and give you a much needed break.  
 
As a reminder, I have attached Mr Haynes’ letter from the 24th February regarding the specific arrangements for 
the return to school on Monday. I have also included the Pathfinder MAT ‘Returning to School Guide’ for your 
information should you wish to read this too. 
 
Take care and see you on Monday morning bright and early. 
 

Weekly News 

Word of the Week: Achievement 
 
In picking this character trait this week, I really wanted children to reflect on the amazing achievements that 
they have made during this recent lockdown. I certainly wasn’t disappointed with the replies I received. It was 
lovely to hear what they had achieved over this time and they should certainly be very proud of themselves for 
this.   

 
New: Household Testing 

 
Undertaking regular, rapid coronavirus (COVID-19) testing helps reduce transmission of the virus. Parents and 
other adults in households with children at school or college, who do not have symptoms, can now access 
regular, rapid coronavirus (COVID-19) testing. This includes childcare and support bubbles. 
Tests are fast, easy and completely free. There are different ways for a household, childcare or support bubble 
to collect their test to take at home, twice-weekly: 

 through your employer, if they offer testing to employees 

 by collecting a home test kit from a local test site – anyone aged 18 or over can collect 2 packs of 7 
tests 

 by ordering a home test kit online – please do not order online if you can access testing through other 
routes, this frees up home delivery for those who need it most 

If you have any queries about the tests, and you live in England, please call 119 (free from mobiles and 
landlines). Lines are open every day from 7am to 11pm. 
Children of primary school age (and below) without symptoms are not being asked to take a test. 
Testing is voluntary, but strongly recommended to all who are eligible. Alongside the vaccine, washing hands, 
wearing face coverings, and maintaining social distancing, rapid testing plays a vital role in reducing 
transmission rates. Getting into the habit of regular testing as part of our everyday lives will help us all to play 
our part and do what we can to protect each other. 
 

How to get a rapid lateral flow test 
 
Members of households, childcare or support bubbles of school staff and pupils 
This section does not apply to secondary school pupils, and primary and secondary school staff, who should 
take twice-weekly tests using home test kits provided by their school. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff
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 From 1 March 2021, if you’re a member of a household, childcare bubble or support bubble of staff or a pupil 
you can get a twice-weekly test: 

 through your employer if they offer testing to employees 

 at a local test site 

 by collecting a home test kit from a test site 

 by ordering a home test kit online 
Get a test through your employer 

 Your workplace may offer rapid lateral flow testing to you. Contact your employer to find out more. 
Take a test at a rapid lateral flow test site 

 You can take a rapid lateral flow test at a local site. Testing at these sites is assisted, which means you 
will swab yourself under the supervision of a trained operator. 

 You may need to book an appointment. 
Find your nearest rapid lateral flow test site. 
Collect test kits 

 You can collect 2 packs of home test kits at a local collection point. Each pack contains 7 tests. 

 Anyone 18 or over can collect. 

 Most collection points are open from 1.30pm to 7pm. You can check online if the location is open or 
busy before you go. You do not need to make an appointment. 

 Do not visit a collection point outside opening hours, as it may be used to test people with coronavirus 
symptoms outside these times. 

Find your nearest home test kit collection point. 
You can find more information here: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-
and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff  
 

New: World Book Day 2021 Competition 
 
The results for our World Book Day competition are in! Thank you for all of the wonderful book cover designs. 
It was so tricky to choose the winners but we got there in the end. As well as the main book bundles for our 
winners, we have also managed to acquire an additional World Book Day book for all entries which will be 
handed out as soon as possible.  
 
Our winners are… 
 
EYFS- Pippa Walters  
KS1- Buddy Gornall  
LSK2- Esme Hughes  
UKS2- Martha McKay 
 
Well done!  
 

New: Return of Resources 
 
In the first week of lockdown, we lent a number of resources out to support children’s learning. If you are able 
to, and the resources are in a good condition, could we please ask that these are returned at your earliest 
convenience? Please bring these to classrooms where teachers will take them in and quarantine them until it is 
safe to use them once more.  

 
 
 
 

https://maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/
https://find-covid-19-rapid-test-sites.maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff
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 New: Badly Drawn Pets 
 
 
Local charity, Keep Your Pet York (which is associated with Age UK) are running a fundraiser 
called Badly Drawn Pet where pet owners donate £10 to this worthy cause and, in return, 
have a portrait drawn of their pet by a volunteer. If you are interested, click on this link.  

 
 
 

Reminder: Comic Relief 
 
Comic Relief day is Friday 19th March and we will be having a non-uniform day to represent our support of this 
charity. 
 
We are no longer able to accept cash donations in school for this so please don’t send any cash with your child.  
However, we encourage parents/carers to use the following link to make an online payment via ParentPay (the 
system we use for meal payments, trips, Out of School Club).  The minimum donation you can make is £1. 
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=2172  
 
The advantage of this is that you can gift aid the payment.  We will still be able to report to parents about the 
total collected from our school.  Thank you. 
 

School Meals 
 
We will run the amended menu until the end of this term (26th March).  A new menu for the summer term will 
be sent to parents nearer the time.  Where applicable, please remember to credit your child’s dinner money 
account if they intend to have school meals. 

 
PE 

 
All children should have their PE kit in school for their normal PE lessons.  School uniform should now be worn 
on a Friday (unless we have a non-uniform day). 

 
School Crossing Patrol 

 
Malcolm will be back on patrol from Monday, before and after school. 

 
Reminder: Ignite Sports Coaching 

  
Unfortunately, due to current Government restrictions, the after school sports clubs 
normally run by Mr Shimmin and Mr Gallagher will not be restarting from the 8th 
March. Mr Shimmin is finalising the details for these to start up again after the 
Easter break so keep an eye out for any future correspondence from Ignite. 
 
However, Ignite are really excited to be able to have their Easter holiday club running! You can book now using 
this link CLICK HERE TO BOOK THE IGNITE EASTER HOLIDAY CLUB 
 
 
 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/tina-abbott8
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=2172
https://bookwhen.com/ignitesportscoaching-clubs#focus=ev-sk6n-20210226150000
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Curriculum Updates 
Maths 

 
Similar to last week, we have a ‘Reasoning 
Mat’.  
 
Reasoning in maths is the process of 
applying logical and critical thinking to a 
mathematical problem in order to work out 
the correct strategy to use (and as 
importantly, not to use) in reaching a 
solution. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regular Updates 

Telling School about Covid related symptoms 
 
Just a reminder that it is still relevant for you to let school know if you or your child has any Covid related 
symptoms even during a school holiday. Please do so by either emailing the office or ringing the school to 
inform us.  You should also send screenshots of any Covid test results to office@acomb.pmat.academy. Thank 
you. 
 

Indoor Shoes in School 
 
Please remember that all children need a change of footwear, for indoors, every day.  During bad weather they 
will need something suitable for playing outdoors, both on the field and the playground.   
 
 

 

 

mailto:office@acomb.pmat.academy

