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 Head of School’s Introduction 

 
With the countdown to Christmas now and truly on, the festive period at Acomb is set to be one that the children 
should really enjoy. Look out next week for the beginning of this when there may be a few surprises waiting for 
the children on Tuesday morning upon their return to school after our staff training day.  

 
As you will see, when you read further on, this week has been all about 
ambitions and aspirations in school. The children have been abuzz with 
ideas about what they want to achieve both whilst in school and out and 
it’s been lovely to hear some of these conversations as I have spent time 
with them. My favourite list is shown to the left and was written by a Year 
1 pupil – there are certainly some great aspirations on it.  
 
If you get the chance, please reinforce your child’s ambitions and 
aspirations for the future – it would be wonderful to see these fulfilled in 
the future.  
 
Have a great weekend and we’ll see you on Tuesday. 
 
Mr White 

 

Weekly News 

NEW: Character Awards 
 
This week’s word of the week was ‘Ambition’. Having been confronted by many children telling me what they 
wanted to do when they were older, this word certainly got the children thinking. Although difficult to choose 
recipients of this award this week, these children were really passionate about what they wanted to be and 
were able to think about their path to success.   

 
NEW: Health and Safety 

Covid 19 
If ANYONE in your household, childcare bubble or support bubble has Covid symptoms your family should isolate 
and your child/ren cannot come to school. A Covid test should be arranged immediately for the individual 
showing symptoms. If a test is booked for anyone in these groups who is NOT displaying symptoms the rules are 
the same - please don't send your child/ren to school until you have the result. If it is negative, before your 
child/ren can return to school, the result of the test should be emailed to office@acomb.pmat.academy. If 
anyone in these groups has a positive test result, please contact us and we will advise about quarantine periods 
and work to do at home. Thank you. 
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 Car Parking 
In previous years, we have done a lot as a school to curb the problems we have with people parking outside the 
school gates at our Nursery Drive entrance. Sadly, we have noticed that this is once again becoming a problem 
and are trying our best to stop this from happening. As a reminder, please make sure that, if you are coming to 
collect your child in a car and are using this entrance to do so, you park well away from the gate as this is required 
for access to the school site by the Emergency Services. We also ask that you do not park on the pavement on 
Nursery Drive either as this causes bottle necks for those parents collecting on foot. The best option available to 
you is in fact to use our Park and Stride scheme currently being facilitated on the site of York Acorns rugby ground 
– a short walk from Nursery Drive. Your help with this would be much appreciated.  
 
Flu immunisation catch up sessions 
If your child did not have the flu immunisation when the team came to the school this week, there is a chance to 
attend a drop-in clinic on 12th December.  Please see the attached flyer for details. 
 
Footwear and playing on the school field 
All children in school need a change of footwear so that we can keep the floors and carpets inside the school as 
clean as possible.  In addition to this, children in years 3-6 need a pair of (old) joggers or similar to put on (over 
their school clothes) if they want to play football or similar on the field at lunchtime.  The field is very muddy at 
this time of year and we’d be grateful for your support with this.   
 

NEW: E-Safety and Social Media 
 
We are increasingly getting reports from parents about the misuse of a variety of social media sharing apps by 
our pupils outside of school. As mentioned in a previous newsletter, we would very much like you as a parent 
or carer to really consider the use of such apps when the majoirty of the age restrictions for them begin at 13. 
Apps such as TikTok and Snapchat all hold these age restrictions whilst Whatsapp holds an age restriction of 16 
years of age. It is certainly food for thought as I’m sure you’ll agree.  
 

NEW: Break Time Snacks 
 
Over a number of weeks now, we have seen a change in some of the snacks that are coming to school for 
children to eat during their morning break. Can I just remind you that snacks such as crisps, chocolate and 
sweets are not to be brought in as a snack at breaktime. Just a quick reminder that we are a nut free school 
too.  
 

REMINDER: Teacher Training Day 
 
Don’t forget that it is a staff training day on Monday (30th November).  

 
REMINDER: Friends of Acomb Primary 

 
FOAP are making a fundraising plea to our wonderful parents, carers, and friends. With the 
events that we usually run unlikely to go ahead in the current climate, we are looking at 
other ways of raising much needed funds for Acomb Primary.  
One of the easiest and safest ways for you to help us is for you to select FOAP as your 
chosen charity when shopping online.  
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 Start your online shopping at either easyfundraising or Amazon Smile (you need to shop via these sites) and 
then shop as normal. As a thank you for using them, they will 
make a small donation to us – at no extra cost to you.   
With the shopping we are all likely to do in the run up to 
Christmas, in the January sales and in preparation for any winter 
birthdays or events, these small donations will make a HUGE 
difference.   

REMINDER - Christmas lunch 
Please remember, we will be serving Christmas lunch on two separate days this year so we have asked parents 
to provide a packed lunch on the day when the other half of the school is having their Christmas meal.   
If your child is in Reception, Year 1 or 2 (classes KB, EP, AWLS, ES or DHSW), Christmas lunch will be on Tuesday 
8th December and ALL children will need a packed lunch on Wednesday 9th. 
If your child is in Years 3, 4, 5 or 6 (classes MCA,RS, DB, KJHC, CJ, TD, EJMB or OB), Christmas lunch will be on 
Wednesday 9th and ALL children will need a packed lunch on Tuesday 8th. 
 

REMINDER: Ignite Sports Christmas Holiday Club 
Don’t forget that you can join Mr Shimmin and Mr Gallagher at the Christmas Holiday Club being hosted here at 
Acomb. See attached flyer for more information. 
 

Curriculum News 

Mathematical Thinking 
Here are the next set of 'Maths Masters' questions for you to complete. 
Like last week, can you show or draw your working out? Can you tell someone about how you worked it out? 
Have fun and let us know how you get on. 

 
 
 

Christmas 2020 Plans 
 
The festive season is going to look very different this year both in and out of school.  We have spent some time 
thinking about how we can add some fun into the next few weeks for the children to make it as memorable as 
possible for them.  We also have some ways in which we hope you can join in too. 
All restrictions in force locally or nationally will be followed in school; this should be the same for you at home 
too. 
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NEW: At School – Christmas Cards 
 
In a change to our normal Christmas card giving routine, we will be offering your 
child the chance to send Christmas cards to one another over one week only this 
year.  
Each class will have their own post box within their classroom between Monday 7th 
December and Friday 11th December. If you wish your child to bring in Christmas 
cards, please do so within this window and post them in their class post-box.   
At the end of the day on Friday, these will then go into quarantine for 48 hours and 
will be distributed by staff to the correct classrooms where your child will receive 
these on the w/b 14th December.  

 

NEW: At School – Christmas Party Days 
 
We’re excited to announce the Christmas Party dates for this year. Please see below. 
 

Mon 14th Dec Tues 15th Dec Wed 16th Dec Thurs 17th Dec Fri 18th Dec 
Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Rec, Year 1, Year 2 

 
Children should come to school dressed in their party wear on their party day! No school uniform on a party 
day! 

REMINDER: At Home - Christmas Bingo 
 
To support our charity of the year – Bereaved Children Support York – we are offering a 
‘Christmas Bingo’ for families.  
For just £2 you can buy a bingo card with 12 random numbers between 1 and 16.  Each school 
day in December we will tweet a number of the day.  If you have that number on your card you 
should do something festive with that number – be as creative as you like with this, for 
example: 

 Sing 2 Christmas carols 

 Go for a 15 minute run/walk/jog/skip wearing a Santa hat or Christmas jumper 

 Watch 1 Christmas movie 

 Bake 12 mince pies 

 Tell 7 Christmas jokes 
It doesn’t matter what you do, it’s just for fun.  We would love to see your festive fun via our Twitter feed – tag 
us @acombprimary and include @bcs_york as well if you can. 
Copies of the grid are available now.  A £2 voluntary donation will be on ParentPay for each child in school.  
If you would like one, please make a payment and we will send a card home with your child.  (Please don’t 
send cash).  Thank you.   

 
REMINDER: At School and Home - BSL Signed Songs 

 
We are hoping to learn some British Sign Language in school in the coming weeks and put together some 
Christmas songs, with some help from the deaf support team at Hempland Primary.  We will tweet out our 
performances using @acombprimary when we can.  
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REMINDER: At School and Home - Foodbank Collection 

 
On Friday 11th December, we are holding a collection for the York Foodbank to help families in our area 
throughout the Christmas period. Any donations you wish to make can be brought into school.  At the moment, 
they are especially looking for: 
 

 Laundry detergent 

 Biscuits 

 Sponge puddings 

 Tinned fruit 

 Jam 

 Toothpaste 

 Shaving foam 

 Disposable razors 

 Long life fruit juice 

 
REMINDER: At School - Christmas Jumper Day 

 
We’d like everyone to wear a Christmas jumper on the last day of term.  There is no money 
involved in this, it is just for fun. 
Please note that there is no need to buy a Christmas jumper especially for this event.  Feel free 
to add a festive touch to an existing jumper instead – homemade and creative are usually better 
anyway!  

 
REMINDER: Christmas Closing 

 
For the past 5 or 6 years we have had a lovely end of term treat, singing some Christmas songs in the KS2 
playground.  This has always been really well supported by our children's families and a great way to end the 
term.  Sadly, we won't be able to do it this year because of the Covid restrictions.  However, we would like to still 
give you a chance to pick your child up early on the afternoon of the last day of term (18th December) as we 
know that many families like to do that and spend an afternoon together in the week before Christmas. We 
would therefore like to offer you the chance to do this between 1pm and 1:20pm on this day. This means that 
we can offer a staggered collection much like normal pick up and drop off times. The school will, of course, be 
open until 3pm if you are unable to collect your child early. 
Out of School Club 
The last after school session for OOSC will be on Thursday the 17th December this year. Our OOSC will still be 
open on Friday the 18th December for breakfast club though. 
 
Year 5 & 6 children 
If you are a Year 5 or 6 parent, we are happy for your child to leave the premises at 1.00pm but only if you have 
written a note in your child’s planner saying that this is fine to do so.  
 

Regular Updates 

Change of Address 
 
If you have changed your address, phone number or email address, please let us know by emailing 
office@acomb.pmat.academy and we will update our records.  It is, however, your responsibility to update your 
details on ParentPay.   
 

We will put a table outside the main entrance of 

school for you to put your donated items on the 

morning of Friday 11th December.  If you can’t make 

it to school that morning, please make separate 

arrangement to drop off earlier that week with Mrs 

Forrest in the office. 

mailto:office@acomb.pmat.academy
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 Pathfinder Newsletter 
 
The Pathfinder newsletter can be found at https://pathfinder.academy/news/ 
 

Illness and Absence 
 
We realise that there are a number of colds and sniffles going round the children and it is a difficult time 
knowing what to do about this.  We have sent you a flowchart that should help you when making a decision 
about whether your child should attend school. You can also find a copy on our Twitter feed. 
(https://twitter.com/acombprimary).    
 

Holgate Windmill 
 
The Holgate Windmill Preservation Society has produced a recipe book to raise funds.  It costs £5 and can be 
purchased from the Windmill between 10am and midday on a Saturday.  They accept cash or card payments.  
Two of the children’s favourite recipes prepared by our kitchen staff are in the book too! 
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